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The Mission of All Saints
Lutheran Church is:
To be a family of faith,
empowered by God,
to proclaim Jesus Christ.
We welcome all who
are seeking God’s love
and grace. Our unity
is in Christ.

Congregational Calendar
(Click here for the full calendar)

The Mission Team continues to monitor the
CDC guidelines in regards to COVID-19.
This is the schedule as of now and new information will be shared if changes are needed.
We strive to put the needs of the most vulnerable in our community first, so if you are not
feeling well, please do not attend worship.
In-Person and Zoom Livestream
Sunday Worship Service at 9:45 am
Masks and safe social distancing are required
while inside the building.

We will continue to offer communion at the
rail as long as masks are only lowered briefly
to partake of the elements and then put back
into place AND you safely social distance between family units. This will take a bit more
time to commune everyone but is imperative
if we want to be able to continue to have
communion at the rail. If you are not comfortable going to the rail where people will be
lowering their masks, there are pre-filled communion cups near the baptismal font. They
can be consumed outside or at home.

Wednesday Dinner Church at 7 pm
Potluck Meal—Bring a dish to share!
Thursday Morning Zoom Bible Study
Every Thursday at 10 am
Sunday In-Person and Zoom Live
Stream Worship at 9:45 am
Sunday School at 11 am
(unless there is a Ministry meal)
Lectio Divina at 7 pm
First Sunday of every Month
Congregational Mtg. — November 7th at 11 am
Zoom Mission Team — November 9th at 7 pm
Ministry Meal — November 14th
Quilt Sale/Clean-up/Brown Bags/Bloodmobile
Advocacy Zoom Mtg — November 15th at 7 pm
Sand Castles in Treasure Island
November 21st at noon
Chrismon Tree Decorating
November 27th at 10 am
Luther Springs Camping — December 10th to 12th
Advocacy Zoom Mtg — December 13th at 7 pm

We also ask that you please exit the building
immediately following worship and visit outside instead of in the narthex.

Zoom Mission Team — December 14th at 7 pm

Lysol Wipes are in each pew. Please use to
disinfect all surfaces you touch before leaving
the worship space. When you are done, wipes
can be placed in the basket on the pew.

Youth Christmas Program, Goodie Exchange, Card
Making and Caroling — December 19th at 11 am

A Christmas Story Interactive Movie Night
December 17th at 7 pm

Christmas Eve Worship — 5, 7 and 9 pm

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace.
We welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation,
gender identity, or relationship status (LGBTQIA+). We welcome all without regard to
addictions, physical or mental health, imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances,
differently-abled or anything that too often divides us. Our unity is in Christ.

Pastor’s
Parchment
by The Rev. Joshua W. Gyson
Social Media is a wonderful tool that our modern society has created to help our community stay connected. During the COVID-19 Pandemic it became one of the only ways that
we ‘saw’ one another. I mean, without it you might not know what your high school friend
had for dinner last night! I jest.
In all seriousness, social media has become a tool that our modern society benefits from
in many ways. However, it has also become a tool for divisiveness of our community. For
all of the good things about social media, there is a side to it that is damaging to society.
We’ve all seen a Facebook fight…you post something and two of your friends that might
not even know each other get ‘into it’ in the comments. It’s sad to see how your social media post brought two people you love together to fight.
About a year and a half ago, I stopped ‘following’ everybody on Facebook. The only people I ‘followed’ were immediate family members. It got boring real quick. I wished that I
could keep up with the people I love in that way, but it broke my heart time and time
again to see how much damage it did to my own mental health and that of loved ones.
There wasn’t a day that I checked my social media that I wasn’t appalled by what I saw.
Something that I began doing, to bring me joy, brought me down.
Well, after about a year of not ‘following’ anybody, I decided to give it another shot. In
May, I again followed everybody that I am ‘friends’ and ‘acquaintances’ with on Facebook. It was fun the first day. I saw lots of faces of friends. I saw people sharing joy. I saw
lots of vacation pictures. But within the first week I was already feeling depressed. I was
remembering why I had stopped following everybody in the first place. I think you know
why.
The thing is…people use Facebook and other social media platforms as a place to say the
things that they can’t really say anywhere else. It gives us a voice. It gives us an opportunity to share things that you might only share with a counselor. So many people use it
even as a form of counseling…saying what needs to be said without consequence. But the
thing is, there IS consequence when we are interacting with each
other on social media. Social Media isn’t a freebie zone where we Continued on Page 6
are allowed to tear the fabric of society.

Dinner Church
Every Wednesday at 7 pm
We started this new format back in September
and
participation
has
been
increasing!
The
meal is potluck, and we
meet outside under the
portico.

Lectio Divina

First Sunday of the month
starting November 7th at 7 pm

The evening starts with the reading of the
Psalm for the upcoming Sunday and a review of the questions. After prayer, we prepare our plates and sit down at our tables
for discussion. When everyone is done eating and discussion, we talk about the questions as a group. It is interesting to hear the
different perspectives on the questions as
they are discussed as a group.
Once the discussion wraps up, we participate in Holy Communion, and then clean
up as a group. We hope you will consider
joining us for Dinner Church at All Saints.

Great
American
Teach-In

YES! of
America
United

YES! is reaching out to all teachers, school
administrators, or PTA members about the
Great American Teach In that is coming to
schools in our area soon.
YES! of America United would love to know
more about what your school is doing.
Through live visits OR a virtual program,
YES! can share information on disability etiquette and other disability related subjects.
If you would like more information on what
YES! can share in your school/classroom,
please contact Craig Forsell at 813.420.7708
or craigfrsll@gmail.com. Thank you!

Have you ever heard of Lectio Divina? It is sometimes referred
to as praying the Scriptures. It is a way of transforming words
and images into heart-centered prayer. It is not a Bible study,
but a pathway in spiritual growth. The learning comes through
the experience of quiet Scripture meditation and prayer, not
accumulating intellectual knowledge.
The vision of a Lectio Divina Group is to offer compassion and
pray for one another and to become more like Jesus by being
with him in community and listening to Scripture with our
hearts.
Curious? Interested? Intrigued? Join us to experience praying the
scriptures as we listen for God’s invitation to us to become more
Christlike.
If a daytime, weekday class might work better for you, we
could consider doing one that would use the same Scripture as
the Sunday class. If interested, please let Beth Lawniczak know.

Winter Mowing
Schedule
November 2021
through
February 2022
Did you know doing yard work is a great way to
be present with God in nature, to improve cardiovascular health, to disconnect from the demands
of email and cell phones, to soak up Vitamin D,
and to look really cool while riding a tractor?
All Saints needs YOUR help to keep our lawn
looking sharp. We are prayerfully asking for your
consideration of assisting in the church lawn
maintenance by signing up in the schedule online.
All the equipment you need is available at the
church, and we can train you if you have never
done this task. Thanks for considering!

Mission Team
President,
Jodi McCarty

We have so many reasons to be thankful and to celebrate the season here at All
Saints! We are an active and thriving congregation that is sharing the message of
God’s love for all in our communities and with each other.
During this holiday season, keep our newsletter handy as it is filled with articles
about all of the happenings at All Saints and the ministries that need our support. These are great opportunities for us to get together to share in the joy of
the season and to welcome and get to get reacquainted with each other and get
to know some of our new members outside of Sunday morning worship.
• C.S.S. Donations
• Fellowship Events
• Blessing Bags
 Sandlantis Sand Sculpting on Treas• ABC Thanksgiving (and
ure Island, 11/21 after church
Christmas) Food Bags
 Luther Springs Camp, 12/10• Ministry Meals
12/12
• Yard Mowing
 “A Christmas Story” Interactive
• Dinner Church in November
Movie Night, 12/17 at 7 pm
• Advent Worship in December
• Lectio Divina
Continued on Page 7

Pastor’s Parchment—Continued from Page 3

It has saddened me over these past few months so much, after trying to ‘follow’ my friends
again, that earlier this month I completely deleted my Facebook page and deleted the
shortcuts/links on my phone and computer. Immediately I felt less connected. Immediately I wished I had tried to save some of those contacts. Maybe I did it wrong. But I’m
still glad that I did it! It brings me joy to know that I am no longer attached at the hip to
Facebook. Sure, I still get a craving…there’s a little bit of an addiction there for all of us
when it comes to social media! But as time goes by, I truly feel a little happier each day,
experiencing the world and my relationships in it for what they really are…not behind the
façade of a computer screen.
The reason that I share this experience of mine with you is because I want to you know
that I did not just ‘unfollow’ you. And I definitely do not want anybody to feel like I have
‘unfriended’ them. In truth, I hope that this allows all of my relationship to return to a
healthier state of being. I look forward to talking over the phone and in person more. I
look forward to knowing what is really going on with you, not just what you had for dinner
last night or how mad you are at some political idea.
If you used to message me on Facebook, please reach out another way. I have two emails
and two phone numbers where you can reach me. And I look forward to being your friend
in real life. I thank Christ for his healing.
+ In Christ,

Pastor Josh
Congregational Meeting
November 7th at 11 am

Annual Meeting
January 9, 2022 at 11 am

A congregational meeting will be held, in- Did you know that holding an annual meeting is a
person and on Zoom) after worship. We will requirement of the Constitution of our Congregation? On this day, we install the new members of
not be having Sunday school.
the Mission Team, the Annual Report of the ConThe two-item agenda includes voting for 2022 gregation is presented, and an update on the yearMission Team Members and to approve the end financials of the congregation is presented.
2022 Congregational Spending Plan. A copy This is an important time for the members of All
of the Spending Plan was emailed to all mem- Saints to reflect upon the past year, and to look
bers. Please take time to review it and ask ahead into the new year together as we continue to
questions you have about particular line items. strive to do God’s work in the world.
We look forward to seeing you at the meeting
as we join together to make important decisions that impact the future direction of our
congregation and ministries.

This is an open meeting with no set agenda. Once
the information is presented, there will be time for
questions and discussion. We hope to see you
there.

The Prez Says….Continued from Page 5

As we journey through this season together, may God’s love and peace keep
you well. And when life seems to be going too fast and pulling us away from
the true meaning of God’s greatest gift to this world, the gift of Jesus Christ,
simply remember the words below:
God’s Eternal Blessings
God’s eternal blessings
Flows down from above
To equip us in His mission
To spread His wondrous love
So He can always use us
And stretch us in our faith,
So we may be a blessing
To others by His grace
For everything we need,
God will graciously provide
Through His eternal blessings
That’s abundant in our lives.
~M.S.Lowndes

Ministry Meals
November 14th

December 19th

The Quilting Bees will be hosting this Ministry Meal and will have Quilts on display
for sale. The funds raised help pay for
material and backing for quilts.

Immediately following worship will be our
Youth Christmas Program, which is something we all look forward to every year!

We will also be doing a yard clean-up in
preparation for the upcoming holidays,
plus we will need people to pack Brown
Bags. The bloodmobile will also be in the
parking lot until noon to take your lifesaving donations!

Afterwards, we will enjoy cookies, have a
goodie exchange, and make cards for residents at Magnolia Manor that we will deliver to them at 12:30 pm when we go
there to sing Christmas carols with the
residents as they are finishing up their
lunches.

Metastatic Breast
Cancer (MBC) Awareness
One of our members, Robin Bethune, made something special happen
for the first time in Tampa. She ‘lit
up the town’ in pink, green, and teal
to spread awareness of MBC.
115 individuals die each day from MBC in the United States, but only 2% to 5% of funds raised for research is focused on already metastasized patients.
Roughly 4% of newly diagnosed breast cancer patients are Stage IV at initial diagnosis, and an additional 30% of people who are diagnosed with early
stage breast cancer will eventually metastasize.
METAvivor is the largest non-profit dedicated to
the disease and one of the only dedicating 100% of
their proceeds to research. Since 2009, METAvivor
has awarded 135 Research Grants totaling $18 million. Please do your own research to learn about
this disease and consider a donation to METAvivor.
Come and celebrate our JOYFUL ANTICIPATION of the coming of
Jesus Christ at All Saints this Advent Season.
Advent Worship Services will begin at 7 PM on the Wednesday
evenings leading up to Christmas. We will begin by sharing a potluck meal, and at 7:30 pm we will make our way into the Church
Sanctuary for Worship.
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Sunday School for all ages
(Every Sunday with the
exception of Ministry Meals)

Sunday school is once again in full swing with
classes for all ages. Plus, it is a great way to join
in fellowship and education at the same time.
Our littles and elementary youth are having a
blast learning and worshipping in the sanctuary.
The confirmation group can be found hanging
out upstairs or outside in good weather, talking
about the Gospel reading for the day and how it
applies to our daily lives and connecting the
Scripture with the founding documents of our
denomination.
The Adult class, which includes our confirmed
youth, is held in Malivuk Hall. This discussion
connects the Word of God with daily life experiences and helps strengthen faith practices in
every day living.
Come try something new!

Day Camp and
Sleep Away Camp

December 8: Iona Prayer (meditative prayer and a reflection
from Lutheran World Relief)

Do you have children, grandchildren, or neighbors who will
be completing Kindergarten
through 8th grade this summer?
All Saints is currently looking at
dates to hold camp.

December 15: Simple Service (learn about the history behind our liturgy and share in a reflection from Lutheran
World Relief)

The best option for Sleep Away Camp for these age
groups is June 25—July 1 or July 17 to 22.

December 22: Blue Christmas (Christmas is celebrated on/
near the shortest day of the year with this worship experience, helping us to see that Christ enters into our world in
the darkest moments of our lives...just when we need him
the most!)

The minimum size for on-site Day Camp is 24 kids. For
this to be viable, we would need to fill most or all of the
these spots: 16 elementary and 8 middle school. Possible dates include June 6–10, June 13–17, June 20-24,
or July 11–16.

We are excited to return our Advent Worship Services to our
Church Calendar this year and hope that you are too! We hope
you will return to some of your most favorite traditions this holiday season, including celebrating Advent in community. As you
prepare for the holidays this year, one thing that you might want
to think about sooner than later is purchasing Advent Calendars.

The last day of school in Pasco is May 25th and Hillsborough is May 27th. Memorial Day is May 30th. If families could review these dates and let the office know
what works best, and whether your kids have friends
who may want to join them, that would be great!

Advent Worship Details:
December 1: Taize (meditative song and a reflection from
Lutheran World Relief)

Virtual Volunteer Opportunities
Have you been seeking a way to volunteer without leaving your home? Whether you have
limited mobility, few transportation options, or you just want to stay away from crowds, there
are plenty of virtual opportunities to help others. Below are links to several non-profit organizations that can connect you with virtual volunteer opportunities as well as some from specific organizations. Happy volunteering!
Points of Light Engage
Do Something
Volunteer Match

NASA Image Detective Virtual
Volunteer

National Archives Citizen Archivist

Smithsonian Digital Volunteers

Library of Congress Virtual Volunteer

What is Synod Benevolence and Why Do We Give It?
by Cindy Kamp

Benevolence can be defined in it most basic terms as an act of kindness or generosity. In a church setting,
we often hear about benevolence giving during a Stewardship Campaign or in discussion about our Congregational Spending Plan. It is the portion of the funds that you donate that are allocated to support the
various ministries of this congregation. So what is Synod Benevolence and why does it make up such a
large portion of our benevolence giving?.
We, as a church, give a portion of the offering we collect to support the mission of the Florida-Bahamas
Synod (FBS). The Bishop and staff at the Synod Office walk alongside congregations as they do the work
of the Church, everything from the transition and call process, to candidacy, to congregational vitality,
and education. So while some of that goes to their fixed expenses, part of our offerings are sent to Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (Church-wide).
The Financial Report shared at Synod Assembly announced that the FBS contributed to the ELCA $516,100 for World Hunger and the ELCA combined that with
donations from other congregations to make an annual donation of $23,526,329.
FBS sent the ELCA $150,812 for Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) and the
ELCA in turn was able to donate $6,886,700 to LDR.
But what good comes from this money passing through so many hands? As members of the ELCA, we
do mission together through our financial giving. The ELCA can do God’s work in ways that no individual, congregation, or synod can do alone. These donations help make it possible for these two organizations to cover their overhead costs, which allows 100% of funds given for a specific disaster to be used
specifically for those purposes. Yes, you read that right, 100%!!
LDR is also known for working behind the scenes, being among the first to respond to a disaster and the
last to leave the site as mentioned in an article in Living Lutheran. After the tsunami in South Asia, LDR
committed to being there for ten years. The reason LDR is able to respond so readily is through an extensive network of partnerships all over the globe.
There are many other ways your offering is helping in the world. Stay tuned for more information in upcoming newsletter articles.

Chrismon Tree Decorating

Chrismon Tree
Decorating
Saturday,
November 27th
at 10 am

Youth Christmas Program
December 19th after Worship
I don’t know about you, but watching
the Annual Youth Christmas
program is a joyous occasion. The
kids excitement always shows that
Christmas is right around the corner.
Immediately following, we
will enjoy cookies and make
Christmas cards. And, don’t forget to
bring your favorite baked treat to
swap at the annual Goodie Exchange.
Once we are all pumped up on sugar,
we will head over to Magnolia Manor
to deliver the cards we made and sing
Christmas carols with the residents at
12:30 pm.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship
5 pm, 7 pm, and 9 pm
This year, we will advertise our 5 pm
and 7 pm Candlelight Christmas Eve
worship services to the community. For
those who prefer to worship with a
smaller group of people, we will not be
advertising the 9 pm service. We will
follow whatever CDC guidelines are in
place at the time, and the information
will be posted for all of our members
and visitors.

All Saints’ Luther Springs
Camping Week-end
December 10 to 12
Come for the day, stay for a night or two. It’s
really up to you! Luther Springs will be ready!
Accommodations include basic hotel-style
rooms, bunkhouses, or pitching your tent in
the campground area.
We will have the opportunity to do a service
project, and also to do the challenge course,
canoe, archery, and hike. Or, just sit on the
deck in a rocking chair if that is more your
speed.
It is a beautiful setting to unwind, talk, fellowship, worship, sit around a campfire, hopefully
sing, make s'mores...you get the idea!
If you have never been, you are missing out
on a wonderful opportunity to get back to nature and commune with God in God’s beautiful
creation.
Please email Marcia with questions or to reserve a spot - mgreens@tampabay.rr.com.

Thanksgiving Food Bags for ABC

To schedule an appointment, click here.

We are so thankful to the people of this congregation
who respond so faithfully to the needs of others. We
posted a registry and almost immediately the items
were purchased. Now we are going to go bigger and
try to add a turkey breast for each family as well.
Since they are frozen, they cannot be shipped, but if
you would like to sponsor a family, then you can purchase gift card through the registry and those will
be used to get the turkey breasts which range in
price from $12 to $14 each.
Thanks again for your support to fill the bellies AND
hearts of the kiddos at ABC!

Treasure Island Sand Sculpting Exhibition
November 21st at Noon

Thanksgiving Eve Worship
November 24th at 7 pm

Does the idea of getting your toes in the
sand while checking out the artistry of
world renowned sand sculptors sound like
fun? If so, make plans now to meet up
in the narthex after Sunday school for a
trip down to Treasure Island.

Join us for Thanksgiving Eve worship.
The service will begin at 7 pm but starting
at 6:15 pm, we ask that you bring a dessert
to share as we take time for fellowship
There is plenty of space to spread out to
together and be thankful for the many
enjoy the sculptures, music, food, drink,
ways God has been by our side.
vendors, and more!

Advocacy Matters
Advocacy Team
I brought you into a plentiful land
to eat its fruits and good thigs.
But when you entered you defiled my land,
And made my heritage an abomination. Jeremiah 2:7
The Advocacy Team is working on environmental advocacy. We have discussed issues directly affecting our region. Here are some examples the Piney Point environmental disaster to the severe
red tide we experienced in our region this year to superfund sites (hazardous waste sites) in Florida. In addition, we are exploring the financial effects of theses issues, particularly on the poor and
impoverished. Environmental justice not only deals with the environment, it also deals with social
justice issues related to the environment.
Climate change has a more significant impact on the poor and on poorer countries than it does on
the wealthy and wealthier countries. Some areas of the world, especially those with limited water
and food resources, are especially susceptible to climate driven disasters (The facts: How climate
change affects people living in poverty ). Proverbs 31:8-9 tells us:
8 Speak out for those who cannot speak,
for the rights of all the destitute.
9 Speak out, judge righteously,
defend the rights of the poor and needy.
It is our Christian calling to advocate for the rights of the poor and needy. A huge part of Jesus’
ministry on earth was about caring for the poor, the needy, and marginalized. He set the example
for us to follow. The following verse sums our responsibility up succinctly: “17 How does God’s love
abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses
help? 18 Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.” (1 John 3:17-18)
Through advocacy for the environment and the poor, we can help. We must help.
Over the next months, the Advocacy Team will be working to get the word out about environmental
issues in our region. There will be education, a ministry meal, and some changes to improve our
campus. We will also be helping to roll out the “Greening Initiative” that All Saints Lutheran adopted
in 2020. We are so excited to be working with all of you to help to make our region a better place to
live and breathe in. We are also excited to help make All Saints greener. Thank you for your energy
and support in this journey.

God bless you all,

Brett Hill

Chair - ASLC Advocacy Team

Thursday Zoom Bible Study at 10 am
Pastor Josh is immersing us in scripture with a study of First Corinthians as we go through this
book chapter by chapter. Even if you can’t make all the classes, if you have time, drop into
one. These deep dives challenge us to think differently about many of the Biblical stories we
thought we knew so well. Consider joining on Zoom and come learn something new!

Flamingo
Flocking
Fundraiser
(yeah, say that

three times, fast!)

July 24-28, 2022

Pay attention!!! You may think this does not
apply to you, but I assure you that it does!
The flamingoes are in flight, raising money for the ELCA Youth Gathering happening in the summer of 2022! Here’s what you need to know! First, the flamingoes
have already shown up at members’ homes AND a person’s car in the parking lot
during the Ministry meal, so those flamingoes are moving FAST!
Marcia is the flamingo keeper, so all flocking requests go through her
(813.753.2335 – text or call). If you want to flock someone’s yard, it costs $10.
Flamingo Flocking insurance is $5 and will keep them off your yard. If they come
to YOUR yard before you are insured, you can either pay $15 for flamingo removal,
OR pay her $10 to have them fly to someone else’s yard. Be aware that you can also be flocked more than once, so you may still want to consider that insurance
even if they flew in once already! And, don’t think that gated communities keep
you safe, those birds know how to fly!
Final note: This is all in fun to raise money to fly (like flamingoes) to the gathering
in Minneapolis. We are not trying to extort money, so if you simply prefer not to
play our silly games, we understand. Just let Marcia know and we will make your
house a no flock zone.
We thank the congregation for your support!
A Christmas Story Interactive Movie Night
December 17th at 7 pm
For many people, like Pastor Josh, A Christmas Story is one of their favorite
day movies. And much to his surprise, there are people who have never even
it! Regardless of which category your in, you’re invited to come participate in a
interactive way as we shout, scream, and snack along with the movie! It is a
way to experience the movie, have fun with friends, and create new memories.

holiseen
very
great

Book Club News from Marcia Greensfelder
The next Book Club selection is “Sold on a Monday” by Kristina
McMorris. This historical fiction book tells the story of a photograph
of two kids with the sign "2 children for sale" that was published in a
newspaper, and the events that unravel from there. It takes place in the
depression years (1930s).
Although it is fiction, it is based on an actual photograph that appeared in the newspaper back then and that riveted the country. This
story will capture your attention and pull you in, so pick it up and get
reading! The date, time, and location of the next Book Club gathering
will be shared when available.

On Tuesday October 26th, I met with part of the Candidacy Committee
for endorsement. Endorsement provides an opportunity for the Candidacy Committee to assess progress and review seminarian development in preparation for ministry. Seminarians are required to have a
positive endorsement decision prior to being assigned an internship
site. My internship is where I will spend my third year for seminary. I
am happy to announce that I received a positive endorsement recommendation!
Additionally, the Academic Dean recently offered me the opportunity
to work as a Teaching Assistant for the Spring Semester's Pastoral Care
class. I will be doing this in addition to taking classes on Old Testament Survey, Church History 2, Foundations in Christian Mission, African Descent Traditions, a cultural course on urban Columbia, SC., and I
will be in my last semester of field education at Reformation Lutheran
Church. I appreciate the support All Saints has provided with me and
look forward to coming home to visit over the winter break.

Christian Social Services
5514 Land O Lakes Blvd.
813-995-0088

C.S.S. is in need of the following items:
Suddenly Salad
Spaghetti (no sauce)
Pasta Roni
Noodles
Instant Mashed Potatoes
Pork and Beans
Macaroni
Jelly and Jam
Rice (Uncle Ben’s, Brown, long grain, no 3 lb bags)

I am now four weeks into my first semester at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota. To say “it has been an
adjustment” is an understatement. I am accountable for about 200 to 250 pages of reading per week. In addition,
there is a ton of writing, and a few quizzes and tests thrown in for good measure. In short, I…have…been…busy!
Balancing school, life, and personal responsibilities has been a challenge. I finally feel like I am at the point where
I can make everything work. I am breathing easier. I am sleeping. I am healthy. God is good. “I can do all things
through him who strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:13)
Seminary has been a humbling experience. I felt confident in my biblical knowledge; however, I just didn’t know
what I didn’t know—and I still don’t. I learn something new every day, something I have never heard before, a different way of thinking, a counterexample to a strongly held belief. I am gaining a new humility. My mind has become a fertile ground for the seeds that are falling.
My favorite part of seminary so far is the group discussions. They are just awesome! Our discussions are lively,
insightful, and informative. I was concerned that the distance learning program would prevent me from making connections with my peers and the faculty. This fear was unfounded. I have made some good friends and am developing a support network.
You may see me doing some extra things around the church. All Saints is my Christian Public Leader (CPL) contextual learning site. Pastor Josh is my CPL Mentor. I consider it a privilege to be helping my home congregation.
I look forward to continuing to share this journey with you. I thank you all for your support, encouragement, and
love. God bless!
Peace+,
Brett

Blessing Bags

ELCA Good Gifts

All Saints is collecting items to make
more Blessing Bags to hand out in
the community whenever you see a
need. We have much of what is
needed but still need some items.

We believe that God is calling us into the world, with
generous, loving hands, so we can make a difference.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Travel size shampoo/body wash/lotion
Bars of soap
Small dish soap
Combs
Sanitary Pads
Face masks
Snack Bars
Throws/Blankets (see samples)

We still have a few Blessing Bags
on the counter in the narthex that
you are encouraged to take and keep
in your car, ready to hand out and
bless someone’s day.

ELCA Good Gifts is your opportunity to provide critical
support to the ministries and programs that mean the
most to you and the people you love, and their ornaments make great Christmas gifts!
You will find the ornaments on the tree that will be in
the narthex as we begin Advent. Each ornament has a
picture of an item that will be donated to help someone
in need, and on the back you can personalize the ornament so the recipient knows how they helped another
person or group. There is everything from piglets and
honeybees to school uniforms and school fees. They
come in varying dollar amounts.
Simply pick one, make the donation to All Saints (be
sure to include what is being purchased), and we will
send the donation to ELCA Good Gifts for you.

Donation Options
Sunday Offering Plate
 On-Line Banking
On-Line Giving through our Website
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**Meets Second Tuesday of the month!**

