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The Mission of  All Saints 
Lutheran Church is:  

To be a family of  faith, 
empowered by God,  

to proclaim Jesus Christ.  
 

We welcome all who  
are seeking God’s love 
and grace. Our unity 

is in Christ.   



The Mission Team of All Saints Lutheran con-
tinues to monitor the COVID-19 outbreak in 
our area.  This is the schedule as of now and 
new information will be shared if changes are 

needed. We strive to put the needs of the most 
vulnerable in our community first, so if you are 
not feeling well, please do not attend worship.   

 
In-Person Sunday Worship 

Services at 9 and 11 am 
 

Masks and safe social distancing are required 
while inside the building.  
 
Pre-filled communion cups with wafers are 
picked up on the way into worship and con-
sumed by participants after they have left the 
building.   
 
Some pews are closed off and markings on open 
pews help to maintain safe distances.   
 
The sanitizing crew is working hard to keep our 
facility as clean as possible.   
 
People are refraining from singing and sharing 
the peace, instead they are humming along and 
sharing peace signs or sign language hugs from 
their seats! 
 
We know everyone won’t feel comfortable re-
turning to worship so we will continue to offer 
Virtual Sunday Worship with services posted 
on Facebook or YouTube  

 

Our hope is this helps you feel connected to 
God and the community at All Saints.  

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace.  
We welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity,  

or relationship status (LGBTQIA+). We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health,  
imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances, differently-abled or anything that too often divides us.  

Our unity is in Christ. 

Congregational Calendar 
(Click here for the full calendar) 

Wednesday Night Supper and Study 
Every Wednesday at 6:30 pm 

 
Thursday Morning Bible Study 
Every Thursday at 10 am 

 
Sunday In-Person Worship 

at 9 and 11 am 
 

Congregational Meeting 
November 1st — 10 am 

 
Online Out of the Darkness Experience 
November 7th — 10 am to 1 pm 

 
Zoom Confirmation Retreat 

November 14th — 9 am to Noon 
 

Bloodmobile 
November 15th — 10 am to 12:15 pm 

 
Book Club on Zoom 

November 20th — 6:30 pm 
 

Zoom Round Table: Implicit Bias 
November 23rd — 7 pm 

 
Thanksgiving Eve Worship 
November 25th at 7 pm 

 
Chrismon Tree Set-Up 

November 28th at 10 am 
 

C.S.S. Angels 
Due by Sunday, December 13th 

 
Advent Worship at noon and 7 pm 

December 2, 9, and 16 
 

Christmas Eve Worship — December 24th  
3 pm, 5 pm, 7 pm, 9 pm and 11 pm 

(Reservations will be required!) 

https://www.facebook.com/allsaints.lutheranchurch
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLFJFGXz3F97oinj3qYE3_Hn0vb9M5c-Fp
http://www.allsaintstampa.org/calendar.html
http://www.allsaintstampa.org/calendar.html


Pastor’s 

Parchment 
by The Rev. Joshua W. Gyson 

 

What is Thanksgiving going to look like in your home this year? What is Christ-
mas going to be like? The COVID-19 Pandemic is sure to have had an impact on 
your answers. But the Good News is that even despite what this world throws at 
us, our gratitude and praise of  the Christ-Child will not be thwarted. 
 
Worship at All Saints has been adapted to meet the needs of  the CDC Guidelines 
for Social Distancing. We remain 6 feet apart. We wear masks (over nose and 
mouth). We sanitize the sanctuary before and after each Worship Service. And 
most importantly, we communicate the importance of  doing these things based 
in the teachings of  Christ to love neighbor. And I am happy to share that the 
members and visitors at All Saints have been living up to their calling as Chris-
tians by responding to these guidelines very well. 
 
And for this reason alone, I am happy to announce that the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas Eve Worship Services at All Saints are scheduled this year. After sadly 
missing Easter this year, this is a BIG deal! And while the services might be a lit-
tle different, due to masks, etc. that does not mean that they will not be the mean-
ingful experiences we are craving right now. 
 
As an example, Christmas Eve at All Saints is going to look something like this: 
We will have 5 worship services so as to keep the per service people count to be-
low 50. We will share in Christmas Hymns and take pictures in front of  the All 
Saints Chrismon Tree. In a dark room filled with candles, we will recall the birth 
of  our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. And then if  the weather cooperates, we will 
end the service gathered around a bonfire and (with masks on) sing Silent Night.  

Continued on Page 3 



 
In faith I make this announcement, because to do this we need many volunteers 
(40). And so, I am asking that you seriously consider this opportunity to serve at All 
Saints. Look for the sign-up sheet in the Narthex. 
 
Again, it brings me joy to share this with you, and I look forward to our celebrations 
this year together. 
 

        + In Christ,  
 

         Pastor Josh 

Pastor’s Parchment—Continued from Page 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear ASLC, 

 

My first semester at Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary has been going well so far. I am 

about one month away from the end of the semester. Because of COVID, I will be returning 

home for Thanksgiving, taking my final exams online, and returning to school around mid-

January for the start of the Spring semester.  

 

Currently, I am doing field education work at Reformation Lutheran where I assist with Sun-

day worship each week. I should be helping to serve that congregation for the next 2 years be-

fore my 3rd year internship.  

 

Though community formation is difficult during a pandemic, my classmates and I have had the 

opportunity to bond in a couple of our in-person classes as well as bi-weekly fires at our apart-

ment complex where we are socially distanced. I am grateful to live in a safe and careful com-

munity, even if that means I occasionally have to quarantine until a test comes back negative! 

I look forward to returning home soon and having the opportunity to preach for y’all on one of 

the Sundays I am back. 

 

       All the best, 

 

        Courtney Noya 



Mission Team 

President, 

Jodi McCarty 

In some ways it is hard to believe that 2020 is coming to an end.  This has been the 
longest year ever working through our personal and professional responses to a global 
pandemic and yet it seems like we cannot possibly be ready for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.   
 
As I write this message the election results are not in yet and anxiety and fear are in the 
air.  These are hardly the feelings we typically associate with the holidays.  We typically 
are planning festive gatherings, making gift giving lists, and humming Christmas carols 
as we prepare for the gift of the Christ child. In this crazy time of 2020, how are you 
preparing your heart and mind for the season of gratitude, peace and hope? 
 
For me, the words of Psalm 46:10 are the reminder and the reassurance I need to fo-
cus on what is truly important in life. 
 

He says, “Be still, and know that I am God; 
    I will be exalted among the nations, 
    I will be exalted in the earth.” 

 
This is God’s call to each of us to shut out the outside influences that keep us distracted 

Continued on Page 5 



from His plan.  As we move into the season of Advent, I am making the choice to “Be 
Still”. My time, energy and attention will be focused on my family, my friends and my 
own faith journey.  I invite you to “Be Still” and to listen to God’s message for you 
during this special time of the year.   
 
He is sending us the greatest gift of all, wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a 
manger.  The wonder of this gift is upon us. Are you ready to accept this gift with an 
open heart and to share it with our broken world?  I may not be there yet, but I will 
be because of His words and His promise. 
 

Congregational Meeting Results 
 

Thank you to everyone who attended our Congregational Meeting. The meeting 
was well attended, both in person and online, and we easily met quorum.  
 

Congratulations to our new Mission Team Members: Sandra Odle, Suzy Tkacik, 
and Terri White-Jones. Please thank them for their wil lingness to serve our 
congregation in this way. This stil l leaves two vacancies on Mission Team that 
we need to fi l l in order to properly do the work of this church. If this is 
something you have been considering, we would love to have you.  
 

The congregation voted to pass the 2021 Spending Plan. The Mission Team 
appreciates your support of our efforts to expand our ministries. We are very 
excited to have so many members turn in a Stewardship pledge this year. This 
shows the mission and ministry of All Saints is very important to your hearts.    
 

May we continue to strive to do God’s work in the world, together.  



Round Table: Implicit Bias 
November 23rd at 7 pm 

 
He has told you, O mortal, what is good;  
and what does the LORD require of you  
but to do justice, and to love kindness,  

and to walk humbly with your God? – Micah 6:8 
 
The justice that God seeks, and that Jesus Christ demonstrated in his life and death, calls us to 
be anti-racist. And this is a very different thing than to just not be racist. Being anti-Racist means 
to actively oppose racism in all its forms. To be anti-racist means to take a stand and even if we 
don’t like it, we must remember how poor of a job the Lutheran Church in Germany did this dur-
ing WWII. But we have learned from that poor example. 
 
The Round Tables recently at All Saints have this focus in mind. We want to be a voice that 
speaks out against and faces the injustices of the world, and to repent from our participation in 
systems of injustice. And this means having some very difficult and thought-provoking conversations. 
But we do this for the justice that God demands. 
 
So far, in the Round Tables, we have discussed the following topics: “Racism and White Suprema-
cy” and “White Privilege,” which might be more palatable for some to understand as black and 
brown disenfranchisement. And to help our community have these conversations, we have followed 
the lessons of many people who have done this work before us. The resources we have utilized 
are often used in these conversations and have been suggested by some of the best authorities 
on the topic world-wide. I am happy to share these resources with you again. Just simply click on 
the name below and it will open a link to that resource. 

 
“Hate Rising” 

“Systematic Racism Explained” 
“How to Deconstruct Racism…” 
“What My Bike Taught Me…”  

 
As St. Paul, Martin Luther, and Elie Weisel taught – we are always an ally to one side, even 
when we don’t think we choose sides…neutrality always helps the oppressors. And so, I thank you 
for helping our congregation to advocate for those who need a voice to join theirs in their struggle 
for equality. I thank you for affirming our congregation’s calling to be anti-racist. And I hope that 
you will look at this work, with me, from Jesus’ perspective: 
 

Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s eye,  
but do not notice the log in your own eye? – Matthew 7:3 

 
This is our work (our own personal work, not somebody else’s), and Jesus has asked us to walk 
with those who need us to do it. So, please join us for our next Round Table to discuss “Implicit 
Bias,” on November 23, 7pm. This is where we will look at ‘the log in our own eye.’  
May Christ bless our hands in God’s work. 
 
       +In Christ, 
        Pastor Josh 

https://youtu.be/PLvY9bdXHfk
https://youtu.be/YrHIQIO_bdQ
https://youtu.be/RZgkjEdMbSw
https://alittlemoresauce.wordpress.com/2014/08/20/what-my-bike-has-taught-me-about-white-privilege/?fbclid=IwAR2T3jqRw8OptbVHP9duJ04JKbpR403RQD6kBcBmQs7HHQUZTNHK3akgZrA


All Saints Picture Board 

 
Let’s face it, who hasn’t forgot someone’s name from time 

to time or imagine being the new person and trying to fig-

ure out everyone else's name.  It is especially difficult to 

recognize everyone now with the masks and social distanc-

ing, so a picture board would be helpful! To help everyone 

out, Sandra Odle and Sophie Thomas are putting together a 

picture board that will be hung in the main building.  

 

There are several options to get your pictures to the church.  
 

1. Upload your photo to the Online Church Directory. If 

you don’t have an account, simply click on the link 

above and go to "Church Member Sign In". Enter your 

email and create a password, then upload your photo. 

The church will receive notification and will print out 

your picture for the board. If the site does not recog-

nize your email, please contact the church office. This 

is the best option as you then have access to contact 

information and pictures for all members.      

 

2. Email a picture to the office email and we will be able 

to print it for the board and upload it to the directory.  

 

3. You can submit printed copies in an envelope with 

your name to a basket located in the narthex. We will 

scan the picture and upload it to the online directory 

for you and print a copy for the board.  
 

We are confident a picture board will help everyone feel 

even more welcome, and help us associate the names with 

the faces!  

https://www.instantchurchdirectory.com/


 

God’s Work, Nobody’s Hands 
By Melanie Werner 

 
“There’s much to be done” everyone said. 

“There are things for anyone’s skill. 

Committees should form with someone as head 

Who’ll call others for help. Hope they will.” 

 

The calls went out, but nobody consented 

To help though anyone could.  

The Chair got discouraged, finally relented, 

Sadly gave up when nobody would. 

 

The call no one answered, though everyone should 

Left great deeds like wheels stuck in sand.  

‘Cause anyone could, but nobody would 

God’s work had nobody’s hands. 

 

Imagine God’s missions that could thrive and swell 

If somebody gave some hours to start. 

Then anyone else could give hours as well 

Until everyone’s giving their part. 

 

God has gifted everyone hours, indeed 

In seven days there are 168. 

Who will give hours back to God’s need? 

How long will God have to wait? 

 

To sum it up, let’s be up front 

God’s work is being done by a few. 

To respond to God’s love, I’ll be blunt, 

Everyone’s needed and that means you. 

 

“Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another  

with whatever gift each of you has received.” 1 Peter4:10 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The thrift store, which is only open on Tuesdays, Thursday and Sat-
urday from 10 am to 4 pm, is looking for volunteers for the months 
of November and December. Volunteers do not have to stay the 
whole time or commit to all the days.  Any amount of time is ap-
preciated.   
 
Food items they are especially in need of right now are canned 
chili, pork and beans, soups, and canned fruit. Clothing and house-
hold donations are currently being accepted again. 
 
The annual “Christmas Open House” will not be held this year due 
to COVID, but holiday decorations will be displayed and on sale 
during November and December. 
 
Due to COVID, the C.S.S. board decided to make some changes to 
its Angel Gift program for this year.  Instead of buying gifts that 
will pass through multiple hands before getting to the recipient, 
they are asking donor to purchase gift cards in the amount of $25 
to either Target or Walmart or you can make a donation of any 
amount to Christian Social Services and they will purchase the 
cards.  We will begin to collect these cards the Sunday after 
Thanksgiving through December 13th.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Students that are in the eighth grade through the twelfth grade for the 2021-
2022 school year will be able to attend. Students who graduate from high school 
in 2021 will NOT be eligible to attend as part of a group of youth, but are encour-
aged to apply to work as a volunteer at the Gathering. 
 

Please let Marcia Greensfelder (mgreens@tampabay.rr.com) know if your youth is 
interested in attending and she is not aware of it, so you can be added to the email 
list. Also, if your youth is interested in serving as a volunteer, Marcia can provide 
more information as she has served as a volunteer for an ELCA Youth Gathering in 
the past.  
 

All Saints members, we thank you for your initial response, and look forward to 
your continued support when we are able to resume fundraising. 

July 24-28, 2022 

Donate Blood 

Sunday, November 15, 2020 

10 am to 12:15 pm 

 

Donors will receive a Free OneBlood 

Fleece Blanket and a $10 eGift Card! 

Plus, a wellness checkup including 

COVID-19 antibody test, blood pres-

sure, temperature, iron count, pulse 

and cholesterol screening!   

 

Click here to schedule an appoint-

ment and use sponsor code #11910.  

 

BE THANKFUL. BE GENEROUS.  

GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE. 

Advent Worship 
December 2nd, 9th and 16th 

Noon and 7 pm 
 

Lament will be the focus of our Advent wor-
ship this year. Lament is not whining or 
complaining. It is a sign of both honest faith 
and resolute hope.  
 
Out of the whole Christian year, Advent is 
an especially fitting time for liturgical lament 
because the season is one of longing ex-
pectation as we await the joy of Christmas. 
 
In a year where things have been especial-
ly difficult and divisive, we can't help but 
long for an end to the warfare, abuse, hun-
ger, violence, illness, and death, so preva-
lent in our society. Our lament is an ex-
pression of this longing. 
 
Please join us at one of the two worship 
times.  This year there will not be a meal 
prior to the evening service.  

The planning committee for the ELCA Youth 
Gathering has rescheduled the event for 
July 24-28, 2022, in Minneapolis. We be-
gan fundraising for the previous date when 
we expected that the event would be held 
in the summer of 2021, but the pandemic 
necessitated it to be rescheduled.  

mailto:mgreens@tampabay.rr.com
https://www.oneblood.org/donate-now/donation-centers.stml?zip=&sponsorName=11910&radius=10&startDate=&endDate=&noDonationCenters=0&noMobile=0


 

Adopt a  F lower Bed  
 

What would you say if I told you with only one hour a month you could greatly improve All Saints’ first 
impression to visitors?  In a year of virtual everything, the church grounds probably have not crossed your 
mind.  The property is large and taken as a whole can be very overwhelming but  “Many hands make 
light work.”  Broken down into individual beds, it can be kept up with a commitment of just one hour a 
month. 
 
Below is a list of garden beds looking to be “adopted.”  The maintenance of these areas takes no talent. 
Guidance, instruction, and equipment are available, and the beds simply need to be kept weeded and 
some occasional plant pruning. 
 
Front of the church, under the cross Bed around church sign 
Under the stain glass windows parking lot side Under the fellowship hall windows 
Bed in front of the portico Hedge along parking lot 
Bed by office building facing street  Bed along office building facing the labyrinth 
Labyrinth (edging) Kitchen Garden behind office building** 

Memorial Garden needs to be broken down into 2 or 3 sections or have a team of 3 or 4 people. 
 
**Note: The kitchen garden needs a work day with many hands to restructure and turn back into a place 
our children can see and learn about the wonder of God in all growing things and then ongoing care.   
 
My husband and I, trimmed and weeded the bed in front of the portico and the one by  the office building 
facing the street.  We planted bulbs that will bloom at Easter all along that same bed and trimmed the tall 
bushes by the fellowship windows.  Including clean up, it took us an hour. 
 
There is joy in watching things grow and tending God’s garden is really soothing to the mind and body. 
Come, give it a try and find joy in taking care of God’s creation and God’s church. If you have any ques-
tions, contact Donna Bryant, 813-298-5795 or nanadonna@tampabay.rr.com.   

Book Club News from Marcia Greensfelder 
November 20 at 6:30 pm on Zoom 

 

The next selection for Book Club is Educated, a memoir by 
Tara Westover. Tara details her journey from her isolated and 
treacherous life in the mountains of Idaho to completing a 
PhD program in History. Born to a survivalist family, she pre-
pared for the end of the world by stockpiling home-canned 
peaches and sleeping with her "head-for-the-hills bag." The 
family was so isolated that Tara lacked formal education and 
began to educate herself in mathematics and grammar. At the 
age of seventeen she started college at Brigham Young Uni-
versity, then Harvard, and Cambridge. Her book explores her 
struggle to reconcile her desire to learn with the radical world 
she inhabited with her family. 
 
Please let me know (mgreens@tampabay.rr.com) if you are 
interested in attending the discussion, so I can email you the 
Zoom meeting information. Should be a great discussion! 

mailto:nanadonna@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:mgreens@tampabay.rr.com


 

      F   O   R   M   A   T   I   O   N 
    A 
   I 
 T 
H 

In-person Faith Formation opportunities return 
beginning on November 8th. Sunday School classes 

will be at 10 am. Masks and social distancing required. 
Classes will also be available via ZOOM. 

 
Elementary age children will gather outside in the  

pavilion, one family per picnic table. Classes will be led by 
Andy Malivuk and Steve McCarty. Middle/High School, led  

by Julie Noya and Anne Sylvester, will continue online only.   
Adult Faith Formation, led by Jodi McCarty, will be available  

in Malivuk Hall. This class will also be available via ZOOM. 
 

If you plan to Zoom to class, please contact the church office and 
let us know of your interest so you can be sent the proper Zoom 
link for your class. We look forward to the day when we can meet 

and exchange hugs, but for now this is our careful first step! 

A holiday goodie exchange for the 
holidays has become a fun tradition 
at All Saints. With COVID, it is not 
possible this year, so we are going 
to do a recipe exchange.  

Holiday Goodie Exchange 

Look for your favorite holiday recipe 
whether that is candy, fudge, cookies etc. 
Type up the recipe and email it to the 
church office. You can submit as many 
recipes as you like. We will assemble 
them and then make sure everyone who 
participates gets a copy of the whole col-
lection.  

I know we have some great bakers in the congre-
gation so I can't wait to see all the great recipes. 
Any questions, please call or email Cindy Kamp 
at 813-382-4658 or cynthiakamp@yahoo.com. 

mailto:cynthiakamp@yahoo.com


5315 Van Dyke Rd 
Lutz, FL  33558 

 

Office:  (813) 963-0969 
 

www.allsaintstampa.org 
PastorJosh@allsaintstampa.org 

office@allsaintstampa.org 
 

Mission Team 
 

Pastor: Joshua Gyson 
President: Jodi McCarty 
V President: David Walkowiak 
Secretary: Emma Brown 
Treasurer: Anne Sylvester 
 

Jon Anderson Judy Callan 
Heidi Lacko Sophie Thomas 
Anthony Williams 

 
**Meets Second Tuesday of the month!** 

Donation Options 
 

 Sunday Offering Plate 
 On-Line Banking 

 On-Line Giving through our Website 


