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The Mission of  All Saints 
Lutheran Church is:  

To be a family of  faith, 
empowered by God,  

to proclaim Jesus Christ.  
 

We welcome all who  
are seeking God’s love 
and grace. Our unity 

is in Christ.   



Worship Service Times  
9 am & 11 am 

Second Sunday Meal & Sunday School at 10 am 
 

Adult Music Practice—Thursdays at 7:30 pm 
 

Wednesday Supper & Study at 6:30 pm 
except Second Wednesday for Mission Team  

 

Quilters—Wednesday at 9 am 
 

November 2 
Tampa Conference Fall Gathering at 10 am 

 

November 3 
All Saints Lutheran’s 34th Anniversary 
Synod Parish Deacon Commissioning 

at 9 am Worship Service, reception to follow 
 

November 8 
ABC Family Bag Packing at 6 pm 

at the Williams Family home 
 

November 10 
Congregational Meeting after both services 

Second Sunday Meal between services 
to raise funds for Wounded Warrior 

 

November 13 
Mission Team Meeting at 7 pm 

 

November 15, 16 & 17 
All Saints Camping Week-end 

 

November 17 
Brown Bag Packing at Noon 

 

November 27 
Thanksgiving Eve Worship at 7 pm 

 

November 30 
Chrismon Tree Decorating at 9:30 am 

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace.  
We welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity,  

or relationship status (LGBTQIA+). We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health,  
imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances, differently-abled or anything that too often divides us.  

Our unity is in Christ. 

Congregational Calendar 
(Click here for the full calendar) 

December 4, 11, & 18 
Potluck Meal at 6:30 pm 

Advent Worship Services at 7 pm 
 

December 7 
Work Day from 9 am until Noon 

 
December 8 

Second Sunday Meal between services 
Brown Bag Packing at noon 

 
December 10 

Mission Team Meeting at 7 pm 
 

December 13 
Gingerbread House Building at 6:30 pm 

 
December 14 

Out of the Darkness Walk at 9 am 
Parent’s Night Out from 4 to 9 pm 

 
December 17 

ABC Family Bag Packing at 4:30 pm 
 

December 21 
Youth Christmas Program Practice at 9 am 

 
December 22 

Youth Christmas Program at 10 am 
 
 
 

December 24 
Family Candlelight at 6 pm 
Candlelight Service at 9 pm 

 

http://www.allsaintstampa.org/calendar.html
http://www.allsaintstampa.org/calendar.html


Pastor’s 

Parchment 
by The Rev. Joshua W. Gyson 

  

 

We all have holiday traditions in our families, in our churches, and in our neighborhoods. Things that we do because they 
warm our hearts, reminding us of previous times of joy.  
 
Traditions are good for the spirit, good for the soul.  And so I’d like to share with you a couple of traditions…newer ones 
in my life. One about Thanksgiving and one about Christmas. 
 
Thanksgiving: I grew up in Michigan, and that meant always having Thanksgiving dinner inside with the heat cranked up! 
But now that we live in Florida, Thanksgiving has become a holiday meal that is always served on the patio. My family and 
I show up at my parent’s house (Bradenton area) sometime in the early afternoon with my wife’s famous Cranberry sal-
ad…it’s my mom’s recipe actually…Sara stole it! And as the day slowly passes by, other family members begin to pull into 
the driveway. My brother and sister-in-law, with their daughter, knock on the door and the whole house explodes with joy. 
My uncle and aunt come with their dog…all of the dogs bark for about 5 minutes, challenging each other’s territory, until 
that finally settles. My grandmother and another set of aunts and uncles meander in with a bottle of red wine. And this all 
leads to that moment when dinner is ready…truth be told though we are all full on appetizers before a turkey is ever 
brought to the table. The entire day is a celebration of thanksgiving, and us Michiganders by birth (all of us) soak up the 
cooler air that Thanksgiving day often brings. This new tradition of ours to make Thanksgiving a ‘picnic of sorts’ has 
brought us all such joy of being out in God’s creation for the festivities. It’s a tradition I wouldn’t trade for the world! 
 
Christmas: This one is more about church. Ever since becoming a pastor, Christmas Eve has been far busier than usual. 
Yes, the candle lit service is still the center of it all…but there too is this short magical time in between services where my 
family and I spend some quality time alone. We watch part of a Christmas movie. We share a brief dinner, mostly of good 
snacks. And from the outside it probably seems like time wasted, but in all reality it is very quickly becoming a tradition 
for us, an important one of simply being together, knowing that God has given us this brief moment to just enjoy each 
other under God’s loving care of Christmas Eve. 
 
Traditions come and go I have found…that might sound counterintuitive though, since traditions are usually things that 
have been done for a long time. However, the traditions that have become the most important for me are the newer ones 
for some odd reason. It’s like God is doing a new thing…and somehow, I feel that it has always supposed to have been 
this way. I think traditions might be more about that ‘feeling’ than what you actually do. 
 
I hope that you get to experience some of your old traditions this year for the holidays season. I hope, too, that God is 
doing new things in your life and you get to start some new traditions. As your pastor, I want to know that you too are 
filled with things that warm your hearts and souls, things that brighten your spirits and bring you joy. I hope during this 
important season, that you share with me some of your traditions…I look forward to hearing what matters to you the 
most and how you offer your thanksgiving and celebrate the Christ-child in your life.  
 

        +In Christ, 

         Pastor Josh 



We make plans and God laughs. How many time have we heard this state-
ment?  I know I hear it all the time, especially recently. 
 
When I was pregnant with Bella, Rocci and I made so many plans and had so 
many different expectations. Then Bella came with all her love and quirks 
and life was completely different than what we ever expected.  
 
Instead of dance class and sport games, it was specialist and behavioral 
therapy. Instead of first words at 6 months and full sentence by 2, Bella’s 
words started at the age of 4. 
 
It taught us to not take for granted, to appreciate the little things, and to see 
the world much differently through her eyes. 
 
With all the extra work and love my beautiful girl needs, we thought she 
should be an only child. And, God laughed. So at the start of next year, I will 
be raising a teenager and an infant. God must be rolling in laughter on that 
one!  
 
I am excited to see what comes next and to laugh with God over this new 
blessing.  
 
Nicole 



A Brighter Community Preschool 
 

All Saints cannot take the credit for the idea of the Brown Bag Program. The idea originally began 
with a teacher in South Florida. She noticed her students were very interested in learning Tuesday 
through Friday, but on Monday they were more interested in getting food. After a little research, 
she concluded that the subsidized food program provided meals for the students during the week, 
but not on the weekends.  The economic situations of the families limit how much food can be pur-
chased. The teacher contacted her Temple and they came up with this program.  
 

When we heard about this program it sounded like a worthwhile ministry, but we were unsure of 
how to proceed. Then someone mentioned A Brighter Community (ABC) Preschool. Established in 
1922, ABC is the oldest nonprofit preschool still operating in Hillsborough County. They are a na-
tionally accredited preschool and family support center, serving economically and environmentally 
at risk children, ages  3 to 5. Parents must be working, going to school ,or in a job training program 
for their child to receive services.  
 

After reaching out to ABC, this ministry began at All Saints in April 2000. Brown Bags are packed 
and delivered each week to the preschool. Each brown bag contains a main meal, drink, cereal, 
snack, and fruit item. Dates of bag packing are announced in advance and anyone interested in 
helping is welcome. Generally, several weeks of bags are packed at a time. 
 

Since then, we have continued to expand our ministry with ABC.  In the fall of 2017, we started 
making family bags to help families when school is closed for an extended period because of holi-
days, and now in addition to the food, we are adding some household items to those bags. In mid 
2018, we helped to build a library where the children can check out books to take home and read. 
And later in 2018, Tina Breede began going down once a week to teach yoga, meditation and 
mindfulness to the students.  
 

And our ministry won’t stop there!  We are now exploring the option of two programs called “Read 
to Youth” and  “Lunch with Youth” to help build that face to face relationship growth. Be on the 
look-out for more information on these programs soon! 
 

If you would like to help pack Family Bags at the Williams’ home, we will do Thanksgiving bags on 
Friday, November 8th at 6 pm and Christmas bags on Tuesday, December 17th at 4:30 pm.  If you 
would like to order items for the Christmas bags, please click here. Items must be ordered by De-
cember 10th.  We will be packing regular bags on Sunday, November 17th at noon.   
 

Click here for more information on A Brighter Community Preschool.   

https://www.target.com/gift-registry/giftgiver?registryId=1598e116c5554098afb883dbf9fbafad&lnk=registry_custom_url
http://abrightercommunity.org/


Z 
 

You have grown up at All Saints from the time you were baptized as an infant until now. What are 

your favorite memories at All Saints? 

 Some of my favorite memories at All Saints were going to the ELCA Youth Gathering, attending VBS, be-

ing a camper at LOMF Day Camp, and now participating as a volunteer and watching the younger kids 

grow in the church.  

 
You currently serve on the Mission Team as the Secretary.  As the youngest officer ever, how do you 

think your position on Mission Team impacts the future of All Saints? 

 I hope that by me being on the mission team as a young officer other kids see what I’m doing and are in-

spired to do more as they get older in being a part of their church.  

 
What ways have you been involved in worship and ministry at All Saints? 

 I have been involved by being an acolyte when I was younger, participating in VBS and LOMF day camp 

both as an attendee and a leader, being on the mission team, getting confirmed, helping with Brown 

Bags, fundraising and participating in the youth gathering, volunteering at WinterFest, and attending 

Second Sunday meals.  

 
How do you live out your faith outside of All Saints? 

 Outside of All Saints, I live my faith by the way I treat others with love, kindness, and respect, as well as 

act as a role model for younger kids and my peers.   

 
How did attending the last ELCA Youth Gathering impact you? 

 By attending the ELCA Youth Gathering, I was able to see how other people explore their faith, as well as 

participate in activities that helped the community around Houston.  

 
What is your favorite Bible verse and why? 

 1 Corinthians 16:14 “Let all that you do be done in love.” I like this verse because it’s a reminder to treat 

others kindly and it helps remind me you don’t always know what others are going through so it’s best to 

treat them with love.  

 
What is your favorite ministry to participate in at All Saints and why? 

 I enjoy packing Brown Bags because it helps people of all ages come together to people who are less for-

tunate, and it helps people see more of what our church does to help the community that people don’t al-

ways get to see. 

 
What other thing would you like people to know about you that they may not already know? 

 I know how to sail...not many people know that. 

Member 
Moment 

Emma Brown 



 

Christmas Eve Worship 
 

Family Candlelight Service at 6 pm  
 

Candlelight Service at 9 pm  

Advent Worship 
December 4—Taizé Vigil 

December 11—Iona Prayer 

December 18—Blue Christmas 



Gifts to any ELCA churchwide ministry will be 
matched—dollar to dollar—until we reach $50,000! 

 
As members of the ELCA, we believe that God is calling us into the world—together.  Our 
church and its ministries depend on gifts from members like you. With your gifts, we are 
doing incredible things. We are opening doors to new communities of faith, helping 
people break the cycle of hunger and poverty, identifying and training emerging lead-
ers, responding to disasters and emergencies, and so much more.  
 

Your gift will allow our church to share with others the good news of God’s grace and un-
ending love.  By acting now, your gift will go twice as far!  
 

Support the Ministries of the ELCA 
 

Use the link above to make a donation. Under the dollar amount you will see “I would 
like to choose an area for this gift to support”.  If you click on the plus sign, it gives you 
multiple programs to choose from or you can select the option of using your gift where it 
is most needed.  If you move your mouse over the question marks next to the program 
name, it gives you a brief descriptor of that ministry.    

Christian Social Services 
 

C.S.S. is beginning its annual ‘Share-the– 
Season’ campaign to supply Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas Holiday baskets to 
help a needy neighbor.  Each basket will 
cost $40 per family.   
 
To make a secure donation using Paypal, 
click here or you can include your dona-
tion in your offering marked “CSS Holi-
day Baskets” and we will send the mon-
ey to C.S.S. for you.  
 
For more information on their ministry, 
please go to their website: 

css-helpinghands.org 

YES! of America 
 

YES! will soon be setting up for its Holiday 
Smiles gift giving program at their offices at 
10210 Westgate Drive in Tampa.  
 

Holiday Smiles provides a source of small pre-
sents for people who would otherwise not 
have much to open as Christmas gifts. Often 
they serve the working poor, families with dis-
abilities, families just down on their luck, and 
sometimes people who have recently had a 
tragedy of some kind. If you know of any indi-
vidual or family that could use help,  please 
contact Craig at craigfrsll@gmail.com.  
 

Soon, there will be more information as to how 
you can volunteer to help bring joy to another 
person or family this Christmas. Look for more 
information and sign up by mid November.  
 

www.yesunited.org 

https://community.elca.org/givenow?erid=d45e3e84-a932-4954-93b3-7ac8c09e7f97&trid=d45e3e84-a932-4954-93b3-7ac8c09e7f97
https://www.css-helpinghands.org/donate-online.html
https://www.css-helpinghands.org
mailto:craigfrsll@gmail.com
http://www.yesunited.org


I recently took the yoga class offered by Tina Breede to help raise awareness and funds for our youth 
who are working to go to the 2021 Youth Gathering. Being guided through gentle yoga moves, we were 
reminded to constantly be mindful of our bodies, our breath, and our thoughts. After the hour of yo-
ga, I felt like I had given myself a big hug and was thankful for the lesson on mindfulness. Gratitude 
and mindfulness; appropriate for the upcoming seasons of Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas. But 
what do these words mean?  
 
Gratitude, being thankful by verbal expressions and actions. It’s easy to SAY “thanks” but it’s harder to 
GIVE thanks. Mindfulness, being aware of you and your surroundings: the earth, your needs and ac-
tions, and the needs and wants of those around you. This takes a bit more involvement, but I think 
they go hand in hand.  
 
We can give thanks by helping with chores that are often taken for granted. We can be mindful doing 
those chores; like being mindful of the water running over and through fingers while washing dishes. 
Water, the same element that’s used in baptizing God’s children; gratitude for the food that was 
served on those dishes. 
 
Be mindful that if you empty something, refill it. If you don’t know how, ask. Be thankful for the boun-
tiful gifts the earth provides. 
 
We are quick to say thanks, yet take for granted that someone else will do the actions, but why could-
n’t we be the doers? 

I saw someone hungry, and I turned away. 
I saw someone hurting but didn’t know what to say. 

I ate a huge meal and then left the table. 
I did not contribute, though I was able. 

How many times have I turned my back? 
How many times has my compassion lacked? 

Why don’t I volunteer and speak out on my own? 
It’s clear to me I can’t do it alone. 

 
God, help me show gratitude with all my heart, 

Give me some clues how and where to start, 
Arm me with courage to follow through 

The serving of others as Jesus taught me to. 
God thank you for all the blessings you give, 

Keep me mindful of them each day that I live. Amen 
 

Mindfulness and gratitude for the sacredness of everyday life. Where and how will you experience the 
sacred in your daily life? 

“Give thanks, for the Lord is good.  
His love endures forever.”  

Psalm 136:1 

Melanie Werner 2019 



 

Gingerbread House Building Event 

Friday, December 13th at 6:30 pm 

 

Thanksgiving Eve 
Worship 

November 27th 
at 7 pm 

Out of the Darkness Walk 

Christian Social Services Angels 
 

Angels should arrive around Thanksgiving. 
Angels include child’s first name, age, and gift suggestions. 

Wrapped Gifts must be returned by Sunday, December 15th. 

Chrismon Tree Decorating 

Saturday, November 30th 
at 9:30 am 

Bring your favorite holiday food and treats. 

We will supply Hot Chocolate for Kids AND Adults. 

Service Project for Kingdom Culture Homeless Ministry. 

Saturday, December 14th  
Al Lopez Park—Tampa 

Registration: 7:30 am & Walk: 9 am 

www.afsp.org/TampaWalk 

Parent’s Night Out 
December 14th 

4 to 9 pm 

Proceeds to benefit the  
2021 Youth Gathering 

Group 



Feeding the Homeless with Kingdom Culture 
 
Have you been hearing some talk about a new ministry at All Saints to feed the 
homeless in downtown Tampa with Kingdom Culture? Did it pique your interest 
and you’ve been wondering how your gifts could be used to help?  
 
If you attended the recent “Fun-Raiser” dinner and concert, you heard some infor-
mation from Cheri Gattshall about the ministry that feeds the homeless on 
Wednesday nights in downtown Tampa. For those who didn’t or for those who 
might want more information, we will attempt to share that information here.  
 
Over the summer, a group went downtown to work directly with Kingdom Culture 
to see what the ministry was all about. The exploratory group came back very ex-
cited about the prospect of getting involved.  Since then, through random invita-
tion and bulletin invites, we have had people who have gone down to help serve.  
We have now moved to the next step of using our wonderfully equipped kitchen 
to prepare meals, and then taking them downtown to serve them. Right now, they 
need enough food to feed 120 people!  
 
To make food in this quantity takes a number of people to accomplish. In order to 
keep the cost down, sometimes there is prep needed on a Tuesday to chop vege-
tables, brown ground beef, debone chickens, etc. Help is also needed starting 
early afternoon on a Wednesday to finish assembling the meal and cooking it so 
it will be hot and ready for transport by 6 pm.  
 
Once we arrive with the food, it’s loaded onto Kingdom Culture wagons. We walk, 
pulling the wagons behind us, to three locations where the homeless are lined up 
in anticipation. It is probably about a mile and a half walk round trip and takes 
about 2 hours. In addition to the meal, there is coffee and hot/cold chocolate 
milk, water bottles, chips, and cookies. Really, it is whatever items get donated.   
 
To make things easier, we are making a recipe book with step by step instruc-
tions with quantities to help anyone who might want to prepare a meal. Our hope 
is to cook food once a month. Our next food day is Wednesday, November 20th.  
We are making a Chicken Pot Pie/Dumpling dish using a Bisquick type top crust.   
More information about the time will be available in the church bulletin if you are 
interested in cooking and/or serving. If you would like to help in any way, please 
contact the church office. Even if it is just a recipe you know would be tasty and 
easy to prepare in large quantities! We would welcome that as well.   



5315 Van Dyke Rd 
Lutz, FL  33558 

 

Office:  (813) 963-0969 
 

www.allsaintstampa.org 
PastorJosh@allsaintstampa.org 

office@allsaintstampa.org 
 

Mission Team 
 

Pastor: Joshua Gyson 
President: Nicole Aiello 
V President: Anthony Williams 
Secretary: Emma Brown 
Treasurer: Cindy Kamp 
 

Larry Bryant Heidi Lacko 
Paul Oldenburg Rob Sabatini 
Anne Sylvester David Walkowiak 

 
**Meets 2nd Wednesday of the month!** 

Donation Options 
 

 Sunday Offering Plate 
 On-Line Banking 

 

New Mission Team Members 
 

Jon Anderson 

Judy Callan 

Lynn Chellarajan 

Jodi McCarty 

Sophie Thomas 

results 

Updated Constitution 
Passed—100% 

 

2020 Spending Plan 
Passed—99% 

 

Become an RIC Congregation 
Passed—96% 


