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The Mission of  All Saints 
Lutheran Church is:  

To be a family of  faith, 
empowered by God,  

to proclaim Jesus Christ.  
 

We welcome all who  
are seeking God’s love 
and grace. Our unity 

is in Christ.   



Adult Music Practice—Thursdays at 7:30 pm 
 

Wednesday Supper & Study at 6:30 pm 
except Second Wednesday for Mission Team  

 
Quilters—Wednesday at 9 am 

 
September Worship Service Time is 9:47 am 
Second Sunday Meal & Sunday School at 11 am  

 
September 8 

God’s Work. Our Hands. Events 
 

September 13 & 14 
God’s Work. Our Hands. At Luther Springs 

 

September 14 
Work Day at 9 am 

 

September 15 
Faith Formation Sunday School Returns at 11 am 

RIC Discernment Meeting at 11 am  
Youth Music Practice with pizza at noon 

 

September 18 
RIC Discernment Meeting at 12 pm 

 

September 21 
First Communion Class at 10 am 

 

September 22 
RIC Discernment Meeting at 11 am 

 

September 28 
Brown Bag Packing at 10 am 

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace.  
We welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity,  

or relationship status. We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health,  
imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances, differently-abled or anything that too often divides us.  

Our unity is in Christ. 

Congregational Calendar 
(Click here for the full calendar) 

September 29 
Youth Music Practice with pizza at noon 

 
September 30 

CPR/First Aid Training Classes at 6:30 pm 

 
October Worship Service Times  

9 am & 11 am 
Second Sunday Meal & Sunday School at 10 am 

 
October 5 

YES! F.A.I.R. from 9 am until 3 pm 
Dinner and Concert Fundraiser at 6:30 pm 

 
October 12 

Blessing of the Pets at 10 am  
 

October 18, 19 & 20 
Faith Journey Confirmation Retreat 

 
October 19 

Halloween Party at the Sticklin Farm at 7 pm  
 

October 26 
Mission Team Retreat at 9 am  

Book Club at 6:30 pm 
 

October 27 
Brown Bag Packing at noon 

 
October 29 

Synod Parish Deacon Retreat at 6:30 pm 

http://www.allsaintstampa.org/calendar.html
http://www.allsaintstampa.org/calendar.html


Pastor’s 

Parchment 
by The Rev. Joshua W. Gyson 

  

 

You may have recently heard about the 2019 ELCA Church-Wide Assembly in Milwaukee, Wisconsin on August 5-10. We made the national 
news for the ways that we are discerning our calling to follow Jesus Christ…this is the kind of thing that really excites me. I find it just won-
derful that the Gospel, through the Lutheran lens, is so powerful that it made the national headlines…proving just how relevant the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ still is in this world! 
 

I personally was not at the assembly, though the Florida-Bahamas Synod was well represented. I did have many friends and colleagues that 
attended and attested to the power of the Holy Spirit guiding the hard decisions that came to the floor. I share with you the actions of the 
assembly, as you can see we are still busy “reforming.”   
 

 Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton was reelected for a second six-year term on the first ballot. In my opinion she has done a wonderful job as the 
Presiding Bishop (bishop of the bishops); she is a person with a strong moral character, is guided by the Word of God, and offers a little humor 
to boot (easy to relate to)! If interested, you can learn more about Bishop Eaton here: https://www.elca.org/About/Leadership/Churchwide-Officers/Presiding-Bishop. 

 A declaration of apology to our siblings of African descent, which was received by the African Descent Lutheran Association, with thanks and a 
call for accountability and living into the words shared. 

 Approved resolution declaring the ELCA is a “sanctuary church body,” encouraging participation in the ELCA AMMPARO initiative  for mi-

grant children, discernment of care for our immigrant neighbors in our context, and the promise of forthcoming resources for this work. I want 
to be very clear that the resolution is neither illegal, nor does it instruct Lutherans or churches to break the law. For some background – a press 
release from the churchwide office stated that “as a sanctuary church the ELCA is committed to serving and supporting migrant children and 
families in communities across the country.” But this is nothing really new for us…Lutherans thought it was so important to welcome new im-
migrants, in fact, that we set up a formal office in 1939 called “Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services (LIRS).” If this topic interests you 
(and it should), I invite you to learn more about the Lutheran vocation of welcoming the stranger by checking out the LIRS website: www.lirs.org. 

 Approved support for the World Council of Church’s Thursdays in Black, an awareness movement for a world without rape and violence. 

 Voted to commemorate June 17 as a day of repentance, in honor and remembrance of the martyrdom of the “Emanuel 9.” Did you know that 
Dylann Roof, the person who murdered these people in Bible Study (2015) was a confirmed member in the ELCA? It’s quite obvious that much 
more advocacy work needs to be done in this denomination to combat white supremacy! It is good to see that we have the confidence to stand 
up for justice here, too. 

 Approved a declaration for inter-religious commitment, reaffirming ecumenical and interfaith partnerships. 

 Approved the recommendations from a strategic task force which has been studying how to work toward authentic diversity in our church.  

 Approved memorials: affirming, but not “endorsing”, the Poor People’s Campaign; care for immigrants and refugees; and other statements. 

 Adopted a new social statement, “Faith, Sexism, and Justice: a Lutheran Call to Action,” and its implementing resolutions. As All Saints Luther-
an Church, we spent time reviewing this document before it was sent for a vote. 

 Constitutional change for Deacons (rostered ministers of word and service) to be ordained, from the previous practice of consecration.  

 Celebrated the milestones of 50 years of women’s ordination, 40 years since the first woman of color was ordained, and 10 years since full inclu-
sion of LGBTQIA+ clergy. 

 

As you can easily see, much was accomplished at the 2019 ELCA Church-Wide Assembly! I look forward to the ways you, as members of this 
congregation, will seek ways to affirm these decisions and follow the Holy Spirit’s lead in making this world the place God wants it to be.  
 

I thank you for taking the time to be informed about the ELCA and the way that we are impacting the world. I invite conversations about any 
and all of these topics, and as always ask that we see the face of Christ in both our enemies and our loved ones.  
 

        +In Christ,  

         Pastor Josh 

https://www.elca.org/About/Leadership/Churchwide-Officers/Presiding-Bishop
http://www.lirs.org


We welcome all who are seeking God's love and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes 
all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity or relationship status.  We 
welcome all without regard to addiction, physical or mental health, imprisonment, socio-economic 
circumstances, differently-abled or anything that too often divides us. Our unity is in Christ. 
 

The word welcome is used quite frequently in describing All Saints. Our own mission statement 
uses the word 4 times. It is time to explore expanding that welcome statement with knowledge, 
understanding and voting on whether to become an RIC (Reconciling in Christ) congregation. Be-
ing RIC means advocating for the full welcome, inclusion, and equity of lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) Lutherans in all aspects of the life of their Church, congrega-
tions, and community.  
 

The ELCA voted to become RIC at the Churchwide Assembly in 2009, and the Florida Bahamas 
Synod voted in assembly in 2012. Just as the ELCA and Florida Bahamas Synod voted, each con-
gregation must also vote for themselves. Now it is time for All Saints to explore what it means to 
become an RIC congregation.  
 

There will be three opportunities to join in on the discussion.  The meetings will start out as large 
groups to explain RIC, and will then break down into smaller groups for open discussions. I am 
inviting every member of the congregation to attend one of these meetings. Meeting will be held 
on Sunday, September 15th and 22nd at 11am and on Wednesday, September 18th at noon. We 
would like for all members to be part of this conversation and attend one of these meetings.  
 

Signup sheets will be posted on the board in the narthex, or you can email the church to indicate 
which meeting you would like to attend. 
 

I look forward to continuing to seek ways we can be the Body of Christ in this congregation.  



YES! of America United, Inc. 
 
YES! was started in 2002 by one of All Saints’ founding members, Becki Forsell. It evolved out of a blind 
support group, but Becki wanted a more inclusive approach; one that includes people with all kinds of disa-
bilities. As a 501 (c)(3) Florida tax-exempt non-profit, their goal is to help people living with disabilities by 
encouraging them to come out of their homes and into the community. YES! does this by enriching, edu-
cating, and empowering individuals with various activities, such as seminars, outings, and volunteering. 
 

Some of the YES! events include:  
 

• Spring Fling – A fun event focused on people with disabilities 
 

• Senior Events – A fun event that also includes tables manned by various agencies related to Senior 
interests and needs  

 

• Holiday Smiles—Provide food and presents to families with disabled members at Christmas. Last 
year, they served over 1,000 families!  

 

• F.A.I.R. (Family Abilities Information Rally) – Large event that brings community awareness about 
disabilities with entertainment, tables sponsored by various agencies, speakers, games, etc.  

 
This year’s F.A.I.R. on Saturday, October 5th from 10 am to 3 pm is in loving memory of Becki. She 
passed away in February. What Becki seemed to do so easily, actually requires a small army of people. 
Because of this, there are several volunteer opportunities that have already identified.  They include: 
 

1. Security watchers over the silent auction area—one or two hour shifts 
 

2. People with gym map to help vendors to their assigned places—8:15 am to 10:30 am 
 

3. Parking Co-Director with assistance from volunteers from another source—8:15 am to 1:30 pm 
 

4. Clean up Crew of able bodied folks to put away stuff at the end—3 pm to about 5:30 pm 
 

5. Secure donations of silent auction items 
 

6. Assemble donated auction items into beautiful baskets  
 

There will be more opportunities for pre-event assistance, so please keep an eye on the bulletin for addi-
tional opportunities.  We are very grateful to all of the wonderful people who help us achieve the dreams 
we all have at YES!  None of this could be accomplished without help from the community. 
 
Please click here to go to their website and learn more about YES! of America United, Inc. 

http://www.yesunited.org


Z 
 

You joined All Saints in December 2004.  What brought you to All Saints? 
 We were looking for a new church and attended several services from different Christian denominations. After we 

attended a service at All Saints we knew we had found our new home. We were very impressed with Pr. Rick 

Malivuk (1983-2015), enjoyed the peace during worship, and felt this congregation and denomination was very 

welcoming. We also found the service to be the closest to our Catholic upbringing and weekly Communion was 

also very important to us. 

 

What is your favorite thing about worship at All Saints? 
 The sharing of the peace. It is the single most unique thing of our church and it is symbolic of the openness.  

 

What is your favorite memory at All Saints? 
 The baptism of our daughter, Sarah. 

 

What ways have you been involved in worship and ministry at All Saints? 
 I serve as a Lector and Usher during worship and served on the Building Committee. Currently I serve on Mission 

Team, and have done so several times over my years at All Saints, including as President and Vice President.   

 

What is your favorite Bible verse and why? 
 Mark 12:30-31: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 

strength.  The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  There is no commandment greater than these.”  It is a 

simple, yet profound message. Many think Jesus came and made it more difficult because he challenged us. In 

many ways He did. However, the message is very simple which I believe cuts to the chase. My second favorite is a 

combination of how welcoming Jesus was to all. 

 

What would you like people to know about you that they may not already know? 
 Now would normally be the time I would talk about hockey, but pretty much everybody knows about that by now. 

All kidding aside, I would like people to know I try very hard not to judge others. I made a commitment to that goal 

several years ago and continue to try to reach it knowing in a pure sense that may be unachievable. However, I do 

believe I have been much more open-minded to others’ points of view. And, by attempting to not make rash judg-

ments, I have come to understand I likely have no idea what somebody else might be going through. 

 

How do you live out your faith outside of All Saints? 
 I try to remember that being a Christian is not an hour on Sunday thing at church but a try as hard as you can every-

day thing. I try to volunteer for outside ministries, like No Strings Attached. 

 

You currently head up the Fun-raising Committee. You have a Dinner and Concert fun-raiser coming 

up on October 5th with proceeds supporting homeless ministries. Why was this area of ministry the 

first one your group chose to support? 
 I believe for a congregation of our size, we have an unbelievable impact on our community. Working with Andre 

Kirwan at No Strings Attached and seeing his homeless ministry, and the ways our congregation touches the com-

munity in its most vulnerable state has had an impact not only on myself, but on my family as well. 

Member  

Moment 
David Walkowiak  



All Saints Lutheran Church’s Stewardship Bible Study 
 
7Some time later the brook dried up because there had been no rain in the land. 
8 Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah: 9 “Go at once to Zarephath in the re-
gion of Sidon and stay there. I have directed a widow there to supply you with 
food.” 10So he went to Zarephath. When he came to the town gate, a widow was 
there gathering sticks. He called to her and asked, “Would you bring me a little 
water in a jar so I may have a drink?” 11As she was going to get it, he called, “And 
bring me, please, a piece of bread.” 
 
12 “As surely as the Lord your God lives,” she replied, “I don’t have any bread—
only a handful of flour in a jar and a little olive oil in a jug. I am gathering a few 
sticks to take home and make a meal for myself and my son, that we may eat it—
and die.” 
 
13 Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid. Go home and do as you have said. But first 
make a small loaf of bread for me from what you have and bring it to me, and 
then make something for yourself and your son.14 For this is what the Lord, the 
God of Israel, says: ‘The jar of flour will not be used up and the jug of oil will not 
run dry until the day the Lord sends rain on the land.’” 
 
15 She went away and did as Elijah had told her. So there was food every day for 
Elijah and for the woman and her family. 16 For the jar of flour was not used up 
and the jug of oil did not run dry, in keeping with the word of the Lord spoken by 
Elijah. (1 Kings 17:7-16) 

Don’t you just love the smell of baking bread? A nice warm piece, perhaps with a little bit of melty butter; it’s heavenly, right?  This year, our 

Stewardship Emphasis is based on an acronym of B.R.E.A.D.: Bless, Renew, Equip, And Do. The first three letters represent things that 

come from God. God’s Blessing. God’s Renewing, God’s Equipping. The last letter is Do, which is our response to all God has already done 

for us.  Bread is mentioned numerous times throughout the Bible—unleavened bread for Passover, bread in the form of manna from heav-

en that fed the Israelites, bread that was multiplied to feed a crowd, bread that becomes the body of Christ in Communion. Throughout 

scripture, bread symbolizes God’s unfailing nurture of creation. Because all of these stories are already familiar, a lesser known scripture 

reading was chosen to be the focus of our stewardship emphasis.   

Please take a few minutes to re-read the verses above, multiple times if necessary, and ask the following question: Where do you see God 

Blessing, Renewing, and Equipping, And then, what does the widow Do in response?   

Bless:  Initially the widow responds that she doesn’t have any bread, just a little flour and olive oil. She does mention that she has a home 

and a son. She also has access to fresh drinking water, the ability to bake bread, and a place to gather sticks for her fire. Not to mention the 

promise from God through Elijah that she would always have enough.  

Renew:  The widow had plans to prepare her final meal for her family and once the food was gone, she was certain they would die. When 

Elijah asked for food, he tells her not to be afraid. Then Elijah shares with the widow God’s promise that the flour would not be used up and 

the jug of oil would not run dry. And there was bread every day for Elijah, the woman, and her family. God keeps God’s promises. 

Equip: Before Elijah even went to Zarephath in the region of Sidon, God had already directed a widow there to supply Elijah with food.  The 

widow may not have been aware that she had everything she needed. Clearly God knew she had enough to give Elijah water to drink and 

then bake him some bread.  

And: This is a clear indicator that all those things God gives us freely are not the end of the story. 

Do: The widow went home, prepared the bread with the provisions she had, and she fed Elijah and her family. Not once, but everyday.  

The words of the B.R.E.A.D. acronym can easily be applied to every story in our life.  B.R.E.A.D. comes to us from God as a gift.  We don’t 

earn it. God doesn’t want us to store things up for ourselves, but God does want us to respond to God’s gifts with action.  As in the widow’s 

case, sometimes God’s plans are different from our own, but the end result is beautifully baked bread that sustains us.  The next time you 

go to the Communion rail and taste the Body of Christ, make sure to treasure that gift, and consider how you can share God ’s blessings with 

others.  



 

The 2019 Churchwide Assembly adopted 
the social statement “Faith, Sexism, and Jus-
tice: A Lutheran Call to Action.” The Rev. 
Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld, an executive 
board member, was co-chair of the task 
force, and Linda Post Bushkofsky, executive 
director of Women of the ELCA, served as an 
advisor. [ https://elca.org/womenandjustice ] 

The ELCA Churchwide Assembly also voted 
to adopt the Strategy Toward Authentic Di-
versity with more than 98% of the vote. Jen-
nifer DeLeon, director for justice for Women 
of the ELCA, and Vickie Murph, a former 
Women of the ELCA executive board mem-
ber and a member of Today’s Dream: To-
morrow's Reality, Women of the ELCA's anti-
racism educators' network, served on the 
task force. [ http://bit.ly/2Z1v70G ] 

Elizabeth Eaton re-elected  
presiding bishop of the ELCA 

About the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: 
The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations in the United States, with nearly 3.5 million members in more than 9,100 
worshiping communities across the 50 states and in the Caribbean region. Known as the church of "God's work. Our hands.," the 
ELCA emphasizes the saving grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ, unity among Christians and service in the world. The ELCA's 
roots are in the writings of the German church reformer Martin Luther.  

Excerpts from elca.org 

 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton was re-
elected the presiding bishop of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in America on Au-
gust 6th at the 2019 ELCA Churchwide 
Assembly.  She is the first ELCA presiding 
bishop to win re-election on the first bal-
lot.  Out of 897 votes cast, she received  
725 votes, which is 81.19% of the vote.  
 

Congratulations to Bishop Eaton on her 
second six-year term.    

Churchwide Assembly 
declares ELCA 

sanctuary church 

The 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly 
voted to approve a memorial that declares 
the ELCA a sanctuary church, making it the 
first North American denomination to de-
clare itself a sanctuary body. As a sanctu-
ary church, the ELCA is committed to serv-
ing and supporting migrant children and 
families in communities across the country.   

Women of the ELCA 
Works for Change 

https://elca.org/womenandjustice?fbclid=IwAR1PstUC_nDigwon5lF0fFW1pYAliqeNQuBkLUjYvfvt68IDkt9wKd8rNc0
https://bit.ly/2Z1v70G?fbclid=IwAR3ECFsmFYgSW6Xc6WX6bRlfCzGnnpAE5ds-7KZxVjfTWUI1_-YFNhMdCvk


He’s always there, but I am not 

I got busy with life and then I forgot. 

Forgot to spend time with the One who loves me; 

Missed the meal at the table that fills the empty. 

Yet when I return, I am welcomed indeed; 

And graciously given the meal that I need. 

His Body and Blood that He’s given for free, 

Holy sacrifice made for you and for me. 

On the Path to Communion  

Communion is a vital part of our relationship with God. When I travel, I make every effort to find a Luther-

an church so I don’t miss the Meal. So I know what it’s like, when I miss a week or two. Some members of 

our family are not able to come to church to worship with us and partake of the Meal. We have a few 

members who do take communion out to our homebound, but we can always use more volunteers. If this 

is something you feel called to do, please let the office know or talk to Mel Werner for more details. 

Melanie Werner 2019 



There will be several opportunities for you to serve in our community 
on “God’s work. Our hands.” week-end, which is September 6th, 7th 

and 8th.  There was also a new hymn written for this Sunday that 
we will be singing.  You are encouraged to go check it out!   

Luther Springs 
 

Join us at Luther Springs on Friday night, Sep-
tember 13th, for an evening of “camping”. In 
the morning, we will work on various projects 
on-site and return home on Saturday after-
noon.  

Brown Bag Packing 
 

At noon on Sunday, September 8th, you have 
the opportunity to help pack Brown Bags in 
the Fellowship Hall.  If you have never done 
this before it is a lot of fun and serve a great 
need for the preschoolers at A Brighter Com-
munity in downtown Tampa.  

Cards and Lunch for Hillsborough County 
Fire Rescue Station 34 

 

We are looking for someone to head this up, 
but the idea is to make thank you cards and 
sandwiches for the first responders and deliver 
them on Sunday, September 8th to the Fire 
House that is located on Van Dyke Road.   

Habitat For Humanity 
of Hillsborough County Florida Inc. 

 

Melissa Jay from Habitat Builds recently 
spoke during worship about their upcom-
ing Habitat Builds projects in the USF area. 
Ten people in our congregation, 16 years 
old or older, will have the opportunity to 
work on the build on Sunday, September 
8th.  This will mean missing worship on 
that Sunday.   
 

This is a 10 week “Faith Build” event, with 
several other congregations in our local ar-
ea.  There will be plenty of other opportu-
nities to volunteer on week-days from Sep-
tember through November.  
 

By the time both homes are completed, the 
partnering congregations will have contrib-
uted more than 2,000 hours. The two fami-
lies will each fulfill 300 sweat equity hours 
and 10 homeowner preparation classes be-
fore they can purchase their low-interest 
mortgages. 

Excerpt from habitathillsborough.org 

God’s work. Our hands. T-Shirts 
 

For those who pre-ordered GWOH t-shirts, please bring your $10 per shirt payment and pick 
up your t-shirt in the narthex.  A few extra shirts are available, first come! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WkUINcJ3KXA&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR0U4VDfmYvVXvM9dtehBqxUz56mr7OY9ekhjU0gYHOoCl41AXSTW46FIyw
https://www.habitathillsborough.org/habitat-breaks-ground-on-its-faith-build-for-two-homes/


We are all breathing a sigh of relief as we watch the track of Hurricane Dorian, the strongest hurri-
cane ever to make landfall in the Bahamas, continue to skirt the coastline off the state of Florida.  
 
We are now starting to see pictures of the devastation in the Bahamas. We are praying for their 
safety and recovery, and we might be wondering how we can help. The ELCA’s Lutheran Disaster 
Response is closely monitoring the situation and stands ready to respond in support of our neigh-
bors who will need assistance to recover from this hurricane and any others the 2019 season may 
bring.  
 
Your gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response that are labeled “Hurricane Response” will be used en-
tirely (100 %) for direct response until it is complete.  You can make an electronic donation directly 
by clicking above. For those who would like to send a check, please make them payable to Lutheran 
Disaster Response and mail to Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, 
VA  22116-8009. Be sure to include “Hurricane Response” in the check’s memo line.  
 
Seeing the devastation this hurricane has already brought and knowing there are more disturb-
ances out there that could develop, has probably made it abundantly clear that on some level you 
could be better prepared.  One of the best Hurricane Supply Checklist comes from the Florida Di-
vision of Emergency Management. You should also consider where you, and your pets if you have 
them, might go if you need to evacuate.  
 
Hopefully, you received an email from All Saints when it appeared that that storm could have an 
impact on our Sunday worship.  An email will always be our first line of communication to the 
congregation as it reaches the most number of people as quickly as possible.  If you did not receive 
that email, please check with the church office to make sure your email information is up to date.  
Information about changes to the church schedule will also appear on our Facebook page.   
 
There are resources within our congregation for assistance before and after the storm if they are 
needed.  The best time to plan for a storm is NOT when it is knocking on our door, so please feel 
free to reach out to the church office now to let us know if you might need assistance, so we can 
see how we might be able to help. 

https://community.elca.org/hurricane-relief?_ga=2.143435452.800718965.1567515876-1006113115.1548166052
https://www.floridadisaster.org/planprepare/hurricane-supply-checklist/
https://www.facebook.com/allsaints.lutheranchurch/timeline


5315 Van Dyke Rd 
Lutz, FL  33558 

 

Office:  (813) 963-0969 
 

www.allsaintstampa.org 
PastorJosh@allsaintstampa.org 

office@allsaintstampa.org 
 

Mission Team 
 

Pastor: Joshua Gyson 
President: Nicole Aiello 
V President: Anthony Williams 
Secretary: Emma Brown 
Treasurer: Cindy Kamp 
 

Larry Bryant Heidi Lacko 
Paul Oldenburg Rob Sabatini 
Anne Sylvester David Walkowiak 

 
**Meets 2nd Wednesday of the month!** 

Donation Options 
 

 Sunday Offering Plate 
 On-Line Banking 

 


