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The Mission of  All Saints 
Lutheran Church is:  

To be a family of  faith, 
empowered by God,  

to proclaim Jesus Christ.  
 

We welcome all who  
are seeking Godõs love 
and grace. Our unity 

is in Christ.   



Adult Music PracticeñThursdays at 7:30 pm 
 

Wednesday Supper & Study at 6:30 pm 
except Second Wednesday for Mission Team  

 
QuiltersñWednesday at 9 am 

 
September Worship Service Time is 9:47 am 
Second Sunday Meal & Sunday School at 11 am  

 
September 8 

Godõs Work. Our Hands. Events 
 

September 13 & 14 
Godõs Work. Our Hands. At Luther Springs 

 

September 14 
Work Day at 9 am 

 

September 15 
Faith Formation Sunday School Returns at 11 am 

RIC Discernment Meeting at 11 am  
Youth Music Practice with pizza at noon 

 

September 18 
RIC Discernment Meeting at 12 pm 

 

September 21 
First Communion Class at 10 am 

 

September 22 
RIC Discernment Meeting at 11 am 

 

September 28 
Brown Bag Packing at 10 am 

We welcome all who are seeking Godõs love and grace.  
We welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity,  

or relationship status. We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health,  
imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances, differently-abled or anything that too often divides us.  

Our unity is in Christ. 

Congregational Calendar 
(Click here for the full calendar) 

September 29 
Youth Music Practice with pizza at noon 

 
September 30 

CPR/First Aid Training Classes at 6:30 pm 

 
October Worship Service Times  

9 am & 11 am 
Second Sunday Meal & Sunday School at 10 am 

 
October 5 

YES! F.A.I.R. from 9 am until 3 pm 
Dinner and Concert Fundraiser at 6:30 pm 

 
October 12 

Blessing of the Pets at 10 am  
 

October 18, 19 & 20 
Faith Journey Confirmation Retreat 

 
October 19 

Halloween Party at the Sticklin Farm at 7 pm  
 

October 26 
Mission Team Retreat at 9 am  

Book Club at 6:30 pm 
 

October 27 
Brown Bag Packing at noon 

 
October 29 

Synod Parish Deacon Retreat at 6:30 pm 

http://www.allsaintstampa.org/calendar.html
http://www.allsaintstampa.org/calendar.html


Pastorõs 

Parchment 
by The Rev. Joshua W. Gyson 

  

 

You may have recently heard about the 2019 ELCA Church-Wide Assembly in Milwaukee, Wisconsin on August 5-10. We made the national 
news for the ways that we are discerning our calling to follow Jesus Christéthis is the kind of thing that really excites me. I find it just won-
derful that the Gospel, through the Lutheran lens, is so powerful that it made the national headlineséproving just how relevant the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ still is in this world! 
 

I personally was not at the assembly, though the Florida-Bahamas Synod was well represented. I did have many friends and colleagues that 
attended and attested to the power of the Holy Spirit guiding the hard decisions that came to the floor. I share with you the actions of the 
assembly, as you can see we are still busy òreforming.ó   
 

1. Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton was reelected for a second six-year term on the first ballot. In my opinion she has done a wonderful job as the 
Presiding Bishop (bishop of the bishops); she is a person with a strong moral character, is guided by the Word of God, and offers a little humor 
to boot (easy to relate to)! If interested, you can learn more about Bishop Eaton here: https://www.elca.org/About/Leadership/Churchwide-Officers/Presiding-Bishop. 

2. A declaration of apology to our siblings of African descent, which was received by the African Descent Lutheran Association, with thanks and a 
call for accountability and living into the words shared. 

3. Approved resolution declaring the ELCA is a òsanctuary church body,ó encouraging participation in the ELCA AMMPARO initiative for mi-

grant children, discernment of care for our immigrant neighbors in our context, and the promise of forthcoming resources for this work. I want 
to be very clear that the resolution is neither illegal, nor does it instruct Lutherans or churches to break the law. For some background ð a press 
release from the churchwide office stated that òas a sanctuary church the ELCA is committed to serving and supporting migrant children and 
families in communities across the country.ó But this is nothing really new for uséLutherans thought it was so important to welcome new im-
migrants, in fact, that we set up a formal office in 1939 called òLutheran Immigration and Refugee Services (LIRS).ó If this topic interests you 
(and it should), I invite you to learn more about the Lutheran vocation of welcoming the stranger by checking out the LIRS website: www.lirs.org. 

4. Approved support for the World Council of Churchõs Thursdays in Black, an awareness movement for a world without rape and violence. 

5. Voted to commemorate June 17 as a day of repentance, in honor and remembrance of the martyrdom of the òEmanuel 9.ó Did you know that 
Dylann Roof, the person who murdered these people in Bible Study (2015) was a confirmed member in the ELCA? Itõs quite obvious that much 
more advocacy work needs to be done in this denomination to combat white supremacy! It is good to see that we have the confidence to stand 
up for justice here, too. 

6. Approved a declaration for inter-religious commitment, reaffirming ecumenical and interfaith partnerships. 

7. Approved the recommendations from a strategic task force which has been studying how to work toward authentic diversity in our church.  

8. Approved memorials: affirming, but not òendorsingó, the Poor Peopleõs Campaign; care for immigrants and refugees; and other statements. 

9. Adopted a new social statement, òFaith, Sexism, and Justice: a Lutheran Call to Action,ó and its implementing resolutions. As All Saints Luther-
an Church, we spent time reviewing this document before it was sent for a vote. 

10. Constitutional change for Deacons (rostered ministers of word and service) to be ordained, from the previous practice of consecration.  

11. Celebrated the milestones of 50 years of womenõs ordination, 40 years since the first woman of color was ordained, and 10 years since full inclu-
sion of LGBTQIA+ clergy. 

 

As you can easily see, much was accomplished at the 2019 ELCA Church-Wide Assembly! I look forward to the ways you, as members of this 
congregation, will seek ways to affirm these decisions and follow the Holy Spiritõs lead in making this world the place God wants it to be.  
 

I thank you for taking the time to be informed about the ELCA and the way that we are impacting the world. I invite conversations about any 
and all of these topics, and as always ask that we see the face of Christ in both our enemies and our loved ones.  
 

        +In Christ,  

         Pastor Josh 

https://www.elca.org/About/Leadership/Churchwide-Officers/Presiding-Bishop
http://www.lirs.org


We welcome all who are seeking God's love and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes 
all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity or relationship status.  We 
welcome all without regard to addiction, physical or mental health, imprisonment, socio-economic 
circumstances, differently-abled or anything that too often divides us. Our unity is in Christ. 
 

The word welcome is used quite frequently in describing All Saints. Our own mission statement 
uses the word 4 times. It is time to explore expanding that welcome statement with knowledge, 
understanding and voting on whether to become an RIC (Reconciling in Christ) congregation. Be-
ing RIC means advocating for the full welcome, inclusion, and equity of lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) Lutherans in all aspects of the life of their Church, congrega-
tions, and community.  
 

The ELCA voted to become RIC at the Churchwide Assembly in 2009, and the Florida Bahamas 
Synod voted in assembly in 2012. Just as the ELCA and Florida Bahamas Synod voted, each con-
gregation must also vote for themselves. Now it is time for All Saints to explore what it means to 
become an RIC congregation.  
 

There will be three opportunities to join in on the discussion.  The meetings will start out as large 
groups to explain RIC, and will then break down into smaller groups for open discussions. I am 
inviting every member of the congregation to attend one of these meetings. Meeting will be held 
on Sunday, September 15th and 22nd at 11am and on Wednesday, September 18th at noon. We 
would like for all members to be part of this conversation and attend one of these meetings.  
 

Signup sheets will be posted on the board in the narthex, or you can email the church to indicate 
which meeting you would like to attend. 
 

I look forward to continuing to seek ways we can be the Body of Christ in this congregation.  



YES! of America United, Inc. 
 
YES! was started in 2002 by one of All Saintsô founding members, Becki Forsell. It evolved out of a blind 
support group, but Becki wanted a more inclusive approach; one that includes people with all kinds of disa-
bilities. As a 501 (c)(3) Florida tax-exempt non-profit, their goal is to help people living with disabilities by 
encouraging them to come out of their homes and into the community. YES! does this by enriching, edu-
cating, and empowering individuals with various activities, such as seminars, outings, and volunteering. 
 

Some of the YES! events include:  
 

¶ Spring Fling ï A fun event focused on people with disabilities 
 

¶ Senior Events ï A fun event that also includes tables manned by various agencies related to Senior 
interests and needs  

 

¶ Holiday SmilesðProvide food and presents to families with disabled members at Christmas. Last 
year, they served over 1,000 families!  

 

¶ F.A.I.R. (Family Abilities Information Rally) ï Large event that brings community awareness about 
disabilities with entertainment, tables sponsored by various agencies, speakers, games, etc.  

 
This yearôs F.A.I.R. on Saturday, October 5th from 10 am to 3 pm is in loving memory of Becki. She 
passed away in February. What Becki seemed to do so easily, actually requires a small army of people. 
Because of this, there are several volunteer opportunities that have already identified.  They include: 
 
1. Security watchers over the silent auction areaðone or two hour shifts 
 

2. People with gym map to help vendors to their assigned placesð8:15 am to 10:30 am 
 

3. Parking Co-Director with assistance from volunteers from another sourceð8:15 am to 1:30 pm 
 

4. Clean up Crew of able bodied folks to put away stuff at the endð3 pm to about 5:30 pm 
 

5. Secure donations of silent auction items 
 

6. Assemble donated auction items into beautiful baskets  
 

There will be more opportunities for pre-event assistance, so please keep an eye on the bulletin for addi-
tional opportunities.  We are very grateful to all of the wonderful people who help us achieve the dreams 
we all have at YES!  None of this could be accomplished without help from the community. 
 
Please click here to go to their website and learn more about YES! of America United, Inc. 

http://www.yesunited.org


Z 
 

You joined All Saints in December 2004.  What brought you to All Saints?  
 We were looking for a new church and attended several services from different Christian denominations. After we 

attended a service at All Saints we knew we had found our new home. We were very impressed with Pr. Rick 

Malivuk (1983 -2015), enjoyed the peace during worship, and felt this congregation and denomination was very 

welcoming. We also found the service to be the closest to our Catholic upbringing and weekly Communion was 

also very important to us.  

 

What is your favorite thing about worship at All Saints?  
 The sharing of the peace. It is the single most unique thing of our church and it is symbolic of the openness.  

 

What is your favorite memory at All Saints?  
 The baptism of our daughter, Sarah.  

 

What ways have you been involved in worship and ministry at All Saints?  
 I serve as a Lector and Usher during worship and served on the Building Committee. Currently I serve on Mission 

Team, and have done so several times over my years at All Saints, including as President and Vice President.   

 

What is your favorite Bible verse and why?  
 Mark 12:30-31: òLove the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 

strength.  The second is this: ôLove your neighbor as yourself.õ  There is no commandment greater than these.ó  It is a 

simple, yet profound message. Many think Jesus came and made it more difficult because he challenged us. In 

many ways He did. However, the message is very simple which I believe cuts to the chase. My second favorite is a 

combination of how welcoming Jesus was to all.  

 

What would you like people to know about you that they may not already know?  
 Now would normally be the time I would talk about hockey, but pretty much everybody knows about that by now. 

All kidding aside, I would like people to know I try very hard not to judge others. I made a commitment to that goal 

several years ago and continue to try to reach it knowing in a pure sense that may be unachievable. However, I do 

believe I have been much more open -minded to othersõ points of view. And, by attempting to not make rash judg-

ments, I have come to understand I likely have no idea what somebody else might be going through.  

 

How do you live out your faith outside of All Saints?  
 I try to remember that being a Christian is not an hour on Sunday thing at church but a try as hard as you can every-

day thing. I try to volunteer for outside ministries, like No Strings Attached. 

 

You currently head up the Fun -raising Committee. You have a Dinner and Concert fun -raiser coming 

up on October 5th with proceeds supporting homeless ministries. Why was this area of ministry the 

first one your group chose to support?  
 I believe for a congregation of our size, we have an unbelievable impact on our community. Working with Andre 

Kirwan at No Strings Attached and seeing his homeless ministry, and the ways our congregation touches the com-

munity in its most vulnerable state has had an impact not only on myself, but on my family as well.  

Member  

Moment  
David Walkowiak  
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