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The Mission of All Saints
Lutheran Church is:
To be a family of faith,
empowered by God,
to proclaim Jesus Christ.
We welcome all who
are seeking God’s love
and grace. Our unity
is in Christ.

Congregational Calendar
(Click here for the full calendar)

The Mission Team continues to monitor the
CDC guidelines in regards to COVID-19. This
is the schedule as of now and new information
will be shared if changes are needed. We strive
to put the needs of the most vulnerable in our
community first, so if you are not feeling well,
please do not attend worship.
In-Person and Zoom Livestream
Sunday Worship Service at 9:45 am

Masks are no longer required if you are fully
vaccinated. This is based on the ‘honor system’
and our belief that our congregation will act in
a way that demonstrates the love of Christ for
the most vulnerable in our community. We do
ask that you continue to maintain safe social
distancing for the sake of those who are not
vaccinated. With what has been learned about
the spread of the virus, we ask that you put on
your mask while singing to protect those
around you.
We are doing communion at the rail with
bread, grape juice, and wine. Pre-filled communion cups with wafers are still available and
you can pick one up to take home or to take to
the communion rail. There are receptacles near
the banners for disposing of cups.
Lysol Wipes are in each pew. Please use to disinfect all surfaces you touch before leaving the
worship space. When you are done, wipes can
be placed in the basket on the pew.

Summer Schedule
Thursday Morning Zoom Bible Study
Every Thursday at 10 am
Sunday In-Person and Zoom Live
Stream Worship at 9:45 am

Mission Team — July 13 at 7 pm on Zoom
Staycation: Sunset Beach Excursion — July 17th
Fred Howard Park at 5 pm
Advocacy Zoom Meeting — July 19th at 7 pm
Mission Team — August 10th at 7 pm
Staycation — August 14th Event & Time TBA
Advocacy Zoom Meeting — August 16th at 7 pm
Bloodmobile — August 29th
from 10 am—12:15 pm

Save these Dates
Wednesday Dinner Church starts on
September 1st at 7 pm
Second Sunday Potluck Meal / God’s Work.
Our Hands Sunday — September 12th at 11 am
Synod Assembly — September 17th to 19th
Faith Formation Sunday School
returns October 3rd at 11 am

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace.
We welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation,
gender identity, or relationship status (LGBTQIA+). We welcome all without regard to
addictions, physical or mental health, imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances,
differently-abled or anything that too often divides us. Our unity is in Christ.

Pastor’s
Parchment
by The Rev. Joshua W. Gyson
I was part of a congregation one time in my past that was packed to the walls with people.
Sunday morning was so exciting! As a matter of fact, one of the Pastors, Rev. Richard
Geib, used to have to call the congregation into the sanctuary about 3 minutes after ‘start
time’ with the words, “Come to Church! Come to Church!” It was a beautiful experience
to be a part of such an important ministry where everybody was so excited to get to again
be in their faith community on Sunday morning. The joy of community was palpable!
With this memory in mind, I’d like to share with you what I’ve come up with as my
TOP 10 REASONS TO ‘COME TO CHURCH’:
1. We get to be with people in our community that we love and that we know love us.
2. We hold faithful to the promises we made in our Baptisms and Confirmation about living
among God’s people and sharing in the Word and Holy Meal in community.
3. We get to feel the presence of the Holy Spirit in prayer and gathered and kneeling around
the Table.
4. We get to know that we are trying to make God the most important thing in our lives.
5. We get the opportunity to confess our sins and receive forgiveness of sins.
6. We get to share our faith with those around us, especially our children.
7. We get to be there for people who are hurting and need spiritual comfort.
8. We get to hold to traditions that seem to too easily slip away (especially during the pandemic).
9. We get to be reminded of all that God does for us in our lives.
10. We get to join our hands in ministry and make a larger impact than as individuals.

I wasn’t able to list my reasons to ‘come to Church’ from 1-10 like Letterman…as that
would be just too hard for me. But I do hope you will at least ask yourself today - What is
the #1 reason that going to Church is so important for you and your family?
I hope I get to see you in Church! “Come to Church! Come to Church!”

+ In Christ,

Pastor Josh

Dinner Church
Coming September 1 at 7 pm
When the early Church met for Worship, it was a little different than
what we see in the modern world on Sunday mornings. It was more of
an event that we might call “Dinner Church.” A host with a large
house invited the whole Church over for fellowship. There was a gathering where people shared the important events in their lives, the
sharing of the Word of God in response to those things, a community
meal that included prayers and the Eucharist, and a sending of the
people of God back out into the world, fully nourished, to live the values of the Kingdom of God in their everyday lives.
It was truly a beautiful experience when the Church met like this for
worship! It was something that people looked forward to all week
long…to return to the company of their fellow Christians for Worship.
And it is an event that we are going to try and recreate right here at All
Saints on Wednesday evenings this fall. It’s going to be called “Dinner
Church” and we hope that you will come worship with us!
We too are going to gather to share stories and celebrate God. We too
are going to pray and eat in the peace of Christ’s presence among us.
We too are going to be nourished in body and soul. We too are going to
experience what it feels like to be sent out as ambassadors for Christ
and the Kingdom of God on Earth. Our Scripture each Wednesday
night will be the Psalm for the upcoming Sunday (something I hope
you are interested in learning more about). Our meal will be potluck.
All in all, it’s an easy to participate event for all ages where the joy of
the Gospel is front and center. This is about getting back to the basics
of what really matters and that includes you being a part of it, if you
can, each and every week.
Our first “Dinner Church” worship event will be on September 1st at
7pm. I look forward to a good gathering now that we are able to gather
and do fellowship safely again. See you in Church, Wednesday’s and/
or Sundays real soon!
-Pastor Josh

Mission Team
President,
Jodi McCarty

Summer is here! We hosted Luther Springs Day Camp already and the kids had
a wonderful time playing, learning about Jesus, and just being kids! VBS is happening this week and again, everyone is enjoying being connected in-person
and sharing in God's love. Before we know it, many families will send their
youth to Luther Springs to enjoy all of God's creation in a beautiful setting while
strengthening their faith.
Please take time to enjoy the simpleness of the world around you this summer. I believe this sentiment is captured perfectly by the poem on the next page
by John Read entitled “Summer of our Lives”. I hope you enjoy reading it. We
are blessed to live here in Florida, surrounded by beauty, many unique creatures
and air conditioning!
Looking forward to seeing you and singing with you in church!
Continued on Page 5

Prez Says . . . continued from Page 6

Saturday, June 26 from 5 to 8 pm

Visit to Starkey Farms in New Port Richey
Blackberry picking, farmers market,
Essential Pizza Food truck, yard games,
and beverages for all ages.

Saturday, July 17th from 5 to 8 pm
Sunset Excursion to Fred Howard Park
Beach outing with music, beach games,
beautiful vistas, and sunset.

Saturday, August 14th
Event, Location,
and Time TBA

Get a Kit and Begin to Knit!
Every year, many knit blankets, sweaters, and hats are blessed during worship before
Vacation
Bible
School
being sent out to World Vision’s Knit for Kids program.
World Vision
provides
knit goods
all over the world to children who are in urgent need of warm clothing and blankets.
You can learn much more about Knit for KidsThis
at: https://www.KnitforKids.org.
is for age 3 to completed 5th grade and is
a free event. Participants will take on the role
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If you would like more information about the
Saints’ knitting ministry, please conAllAll
Saints.
tact Sharon Valle (svalle52@gmail.com) or Liza Stewart (Liza@tampabay.rr.com).

Advocacy Connection
Advocacy Team

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard
others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your
own interests, but to the interests of others—Philippians 2:3-4
I worked for years in a Catholic hospital as a trauma nurse. I remember going down to the
prayer garden to find peace in the middle of chaotic and difficult days. In the garden stood a
statue of Saint Francis, his shoulders and arms adorned with carved birds that whispered—
peace. At the base of the statue was the prayer below. I would sit, close my eyes, breath
slowly and deeply, and silently speak Francis’ prayer. My respites in garden brought me a
sense of serenity and purpose. I returned to my workplace less worried about myself and better equipped to focus on the needs of my patients and their families.
Like Paul’s exhortation to the Philippians, this prayer encourages us to step out of ourselves
and to share Christ’s love with the other. So it is with advocacy. We look to the needs of the
other, to sow peace, love, pardon, faith, hope, light, and joy. The world is full of suffering, full
of pain, full of injustice. How can we possibly make a difference? We follow the example of
Jesus. We take up our cross and follow him. We advocate for the poor, the oppressed, the
marginalized, the voiceless. We strive for peace and justice in a lost and broken world. It is in
this way we fulfill the law of Christ. It is in this way we make a difference.

Peace Prayer of Saint Francis
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen.

God bless you all,

Brett Hill

Chair - ASLC Advocacy Team

July 24-28, 2022

The planning committee for the ELCA Youth
Gathering has rescheduled the event for
July 24-28, 2022, in Minneapolis. We began fundraising for the previous date when
we expected that the event would be held
in the summer of 2021, but the pandemic
necessitated it to be rescheduled.

Students that are in the eighth grade through the twelfth grade for the 20212022 school year will be able to attend. Students who graduate from high school
in 2021 will NOT be eligible to attend as part of a group of youth, but are encouraged to apply to work as a volunteer at the Gathering.

Please let Marcia Greensfelder (mgreens@tampabay.rr.com) know if your youth is
interested in attending and she is not aware of it, so you can be added to the email
list. Also, if your youth is interested in serving as a volunteer, Marcia can provide
more information as she has served as a volunteer for an ELCA Youth Gathering in
the past.
All Saints members, we thank you for your initial response, and look forward to
your continued support when resume fundraising soon.

All are welcome to come and participate! Stay
the whole week-end, come for the day, or spend
just one night.
Accommodations are basic hotel-style rooms,
bunkhouses, or tent camping. We’ll have the
opportunity to do a service project, the challenge course, canoe, archery, and hike.
It's a beautiful setting to unwind, fellowship,
talk, worship, sit around a campfire, hopefully
sing, make s'mores...you get the idea!
Please email Marcia Greensfelder with
questions or to reserve a spot mgreens@tampabay.rr.com.

Book Club News from Marcia Greensfelder
Our next book is Carl Hiassen's Squeeze Me. The story, written in 2020, is about the mysterious disappearance of a wealthy, elderly socialite from the grounds
of a Palm Beach mansion during a charity gala. This
sets off a manhunt by the local police, egged on by
the victim's wealthy friends, all members of a social
club. Meanwhile, the caretaker of the mansion desperately organizes a cover-up to conceal the freakish
true circumstances of the woman's death, for fear of
attracting negative publicity. This book is something
very different for us. A review calls it "a hilarious novel of social and political intrigue, set in Palm Beach."
Date, time, and location to be announced. Happy
reading!

Donate Blood on Sunday
August 29th
10 am to 12:15 pm
Save the date to donate in the
bloodmobile in the parking lot of
All Saints. There are seven appointments available and we would love
to fill every spot. All donors will receive a special gift along with a
wellness checkup including COVID19 antibody test, blood pressure,
temperature, iron count, pulse and
cholesterol screening!

BE THANKFUL. BE GENEROUS.
GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE.

It’s great to be back in Florida for the summer as
I work on my Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE)
requirement at Morton Plant North Bay Hospital
in New Port Richey!
CPE is “a combination of professional education
and hands-on experience, providing spiritual
care to patients, families, and staff members in a
multi-faith clinical setting”. It is challenging
work but it’s helping me become more competent in providing care in various life and crisis
situations.
It is also great to be able to worship once again
with all of you in my home congregation and
catch up with everyone before I head back to
seminary in August. I’ll see you in church!

Christian
Social
Services
C.S.S. is in need of volunteers. They are open Tuesdays,
Thursdays, and Saturdays from 10 am until 4 pm. Volunteers are needed to do a variety of tasks, at various
levels of physical exertion from sitting and sorting/
tagging to moving boxes of food. You need not volunteer the whole time they are open, even an hour or two
would be extremely helpful.

Introducing Pastor Felice Johnson
Pastor Felice Johnson is presiding over worship at All Saints while Pastor Josh is on
sabbatical. She led worship here at All Saints back in April.
Pastor Felice graduated from Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary (LTSS) with
her Master of Divinity. She has been an ordained Lutheran pastor since 1998, where
she served a call at Christ the King Lutheran Church in Sunrise, Florida. She has
served as an Interim Pastor for a number of congregations over the years.
On a personal level, she has two grown children who live in New Jersey, and one precious 16 year old granddaughter. She has been “retired” for a number of years, but as
she says, “ministers really don’t retire, they just get put out to pastor”.
Pastor Felice is looking forward to this summer of ministry together.

COVID Relief Grants
Did you know that All Saints is just 1 of 169 congregations that make up the
Florida-Bahamas Synod, and our synod has 5 global church companions? The
monthly benevolence funds we send to the Synod from your offering, combined
with benevolence from other congregations, can make a much huge difference
in our communities, and in this case, it’s a million dollar impact!
Over the past year, countless lives have been impacted by the coronavirus
pandemic. The Florida-Bahamas Synod has worked hard to make sure lives
around the synod feel ease in this time of uncertainty. As part of helping the
various lives in the community, the Synod issued over 1 million dollars in grants.
The grants included mercy grants to help keep services like food banks running,
tech grants for technology needs for the online life of 2020, diversity grants,
and disaster response grants. These funds help to accompany, strengthen, and
empower congregations responding to rising needs in their local areas.
What a beautiful way to assist congregations that were best positioned to help
in their communities, especially those congregations that already had systems
in place to receive and distribute assistance!

Donation Options
Sunday Offering Plate
 On-Line Banking
On-Line Giving through our Website




5315 Van Dyke Rd
Lutz, FL 33558
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**Meets Second Tuesday of the month!**

