
 

Volume 23, July and August 2020 

The Mission of  All Saints 
Lutheran Church is:  

To be a family of  faith, 
empowered by God,  

to proclaim Jesus Christ.  
 

We welcome all who  
are seeking God’s love 
and grace. Our unity 

is in Christ.   



The Mission Team of All Saints Lutheran con-
tinues to monitor the COVID-19 outbreak in 
our area.  This is the schedule as of now and 
new information will be shared if changes are 

needed. We strive to put the needs of the most 
vulnerable in our community first, so if you are 
not feeling well, please do not attend worship.   

 
In-Person Sunday Worship 

Services at 9 and 11 am 
 

Masks and safe social distancing are required 
while inside the building.  
 
Pre-filled communion cups with wafers are 
picked up on the way into worship and con-
sumed by participants after they have left the 
building.   
 
Some pews are closed off and markings on open 
pews help to maintain safe distances.   
 
The sanitizing crew is working hard to keep our 
facility as clean as possible.   
 
People are refraining from singing and sharing 
the peace, instead they are humming along and 
sharing peace signs or sign language hugs from 
their seats! 
 
We know everyone won’t feel comfortable re-
turning to worship so we will continue to offer 
Virtual Sunday Worship with services posted 
on Facebook or YouTube  

 

Our hope is this helps you feel connected to 
God and the community at All Saints.  

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace.  
We welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity,  

or relationship status (LGBTQIA+). We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health,  
imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances, differently-abled or anything that too often divides us.  

Our unity is in Christ. 

Congregational Calendar 
(Click here for the full calendar) 

Summer Educational Opportunities 
 

Wednesdays at 7 pm 
 

What do we truly know about the man, Jesus, 
who walked the earth so many years ago? 
The Bible doesn’t tell us a whole lot between 
the infant birth narratives and the time of his 
ministry and crucifixion. Numerous scholars 
have researched this and shared their findings. 
We will hear what they have to say and dis-
cuss how this fits in with our own beliefs.  
 

Thursdays at 10 am 
 

We go from trying to figure out who Jesus 
was on Wednesdays to what all the imagery 
in the book of Revelation reveals to us. What 
are your impressions of Revelation? Are they 
positive or negative? Do they come from the 
Left Behind Series or the Late Great Planet 
Earth? Revelation is filled with Good News, 
and because of this, it really could be consid-
ered a gospel text. Please join our next Zoom 
discussion to find out more! 
 

Additional Opportunities 
 

We currently have no scheduled Zoom Fellow-
ship Events. If you have an event idea, 
please contact the office. Look to “Two for” 
emails with details of newly scheduled events.  

Bloodmobile 
July 12 from 10 am until Noon 

 

To schedule a blood donation  
appointment time, please click here.  

https://www.facebook.com/allsaints.lutheranchurch
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLFJFGXz3F97oinj3qYE3_Hn0vb9M5c-Fp
http://www.allsaintstampa.org/calendar.html
http://www.allsaintstampa.org/calendar.html
https://donor.oneblood.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/949151


Pastor’s 

Parchment 
by The Rev. Joshua W. Gyson 

  

 

I’d like to address something today I never thought I would have to address in my 

ministry as a pastor. It’s something I took for granted that I thought all Christians 

believed and were taught as children but am learning that this just is not true. And 

this is the idea I took for granted: Following Jesus Christ means being his 

presence in this world by continuing the ministry that he has charged his 

followers with...that being a Christian means more than just words.  

 

I hope we all know we are not supposed to take the Good News of  Jesus Christ and 

keep it just for ourselves, to hide it under a bucket. We are called and equipped by 

the Holy Spirit to go out and bring this world the Good News we have claimed for 

ourselves. “Faith without works is dead” (James 2:26). We are called to being Jesus’ 

presence in this world, allowing him to transform us and the world through his un-

conditional love.  

 

Being the Body of  Christ in the world (God’s Work, Our Hands) is who we are 

called to be and that might sound scary at first, but there is something else that 

makes it not so scary to face this dangerous world with the Gospel guiding us…and 

that is the fact that as Christians we know that God is with us in it.  

 

The question at hand here, that I am trying to address, is: Are we with God in it? 

And…I think so, I will preach so. Because this is who Christians are at the most 

basic level. We have made this promise in baptism, our entrance rite into the 

Church. As our Baptismal Liturgy says, we are entrusted (and entrust our children) 

to “proclaim Christ in word and DEED, care for others and the world God made, 

and work for justice and peace.” When we became Christians, 

we promised these things as God made promises to us. I will Continued on Page 6 



Mission Team 

President, 

Jodi McCarty 

2020 continues to challenge us in so 
many ways. Can you believe we still 
have another six months to go?! 
 
A global pandemic that includes so-
cial distancing, face mask debates, 
and the extreme increase in cases 
since re-opening Florida.  We miss 
our “normal” church services, fel-
lowship events, and simply being to-
gether. 
 
Our economy may be in a recession based on COVID-19, furloughs, lost jobs and lo-
cal businesses that have closed their doors for good. 
 
Political unrest may be at all time high with false information on all forms of social me-
dia and politicians focusing on parties instead of the people they are supposed to serve. 
 
And, the Black Lives Matter movement is gaining momentum as our country grapples 
with our history, racial biases, and the lasting socio-economic impact our society’s 
rules have on minorities. 



 

Christian Social Services Limited Re-Opening! 

Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 10 am to 4 pm 
 

Starting on Tuesday, July 7th, C.S.S. is planning to do a limited re-opening on a trial 

basis through August 6th to see how things go. The re-opening includes their food 

distribution pantry and thrift store on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturday only.. At 

this time, they are accepting food donations ONLY (no clothes or household goods). 

They are especially in need of dry goods (cereal, pasta, rice, etc.). If you are able to 

make donations, that would be extremely helpful as C.S.S. estimates they provided 4 

tons of food to other local food distribution sites while they were closed.   

 

C.S.S. is still working hard to provide other ministries in the community including the 

SMILES Dental Clinic on its scheduled date of August 22, 2020, if it is safe to do 

so. They have also initiated funding at a local laundromat for those in need. The back 

to school backpack program is on hold pending the school district’s decisions on school 

re-opening. 

Plus, June is Pride month.  The LGTBQ+ community faces many challenges in our 
world today.  BUT, there is hope!  The Supreme Court ruled Monday that existing 
federal law (Title VII) forbids job discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation or 
transgender status.  This is a major victory for advocates of gay rights and for the 
transgender rights movement. The symbol of the rainbow that is often linked with this 
movement continues to offer hope.  Hope for all of us for a new beginning. 
 
As we move forward together through 2020, which is undoubtedly a year for the 
record books, let us keep our focus and commitment that “All Are Welcome” in our 
church and in our world. 
 
Your health, socio-economic status, political beliefs, color of your skin, sexual orien-
tation or any other trait that makes you uniquely you, were created just for you by 
God!  And you are welcome here just as you are, a wonderful child of God that is 
loved perfectly even in our imperfect world. 
 

       In Christ, 
 

        Jodi 



tell you that God is going to keep God’s side of  the promise no matter what; the 

question we have to ask ourselves is: Will we keep the promises that we made, too?  

 

Being a Christian means we not only think differently than the ‘world’, but we also 

act differently, promoting the Kingdom of  Heaven and its ways. And this matters a 

lot always, but maybe even a little more so in the political climate of  our country (it’s 

an election year, you know). And so, I ask, are you a Christian first, or a Democrat or 

Republican or Libertarian (etc.) first? What happens when our faith and our political 

opinions are opposed to each other? Does what Jesus wants for this world affect how 

we vote for things? Do we ask ourselves often enough: What would Jesus do 

(WWJD)? Because we’re supposed to as Christians.  

 

And yeah, we might disagree with what that is, what we believe Jesus would do, but 

as Christians we need to answer that question honestly and faithfully. Does our faith 

inform every decision and action we make and take? I hope faith doesn’t get set aside 

for us, like I’ve heard justified recently in our world…we might not be Jesus Christ, 

but we sure are supposed to continue on in his ministry…maybe even sometimes 

make choices that aren’t the best for us as individuals, but are best for the world that 

God loves (like Jesus did on the Cross). 

 

When I brought this topic up and my fear that Christians are justifying not following 

what they believe Jesus would do, an esteemed colleague of  mine responded, (loosely 

quoted) “If  you don’t act in this world in the ways that you believe Jesus Christ 

would, then I don’t know what you’re doing, but you sure can’t call that Christianity.” 

And…I agree. And I hope you do, too. Because being a Christian is about faith 

(action), not just the knowledge that Jesus lived 2000 years ago. It isn’t about know-

ing just what Jesus says, it’s about doing what Jesus says. 

 

I truly believed, until recently, that this was just an ingrained part of  Christianity and 

that it never really needed to be said. I was wrong. I implore you, please go out and 

be like Christ, he called you to bring his ways to this world. You really are Christ’s 

presence here! And what you do matters. 
 

        + In Christ,  
 

         Pastor Josh 

Pastor’s Parchment—Continued from Page 2 



Ministry of Presence 
By Melanie Werner 

 

Pastor Josh’s June 28th sermon on his experience with the ministry of 

presence hit a chord with me. During my hospice volunteer training, the 

importance of being present was greatly stressed. And throughout my 

years of service, I realized that being present is really the only thing I can 

do. Although this seems almost too simple a thing to do, it is sometimes 

the hardest thing of all. As compassionate human beings, we tend to want 

to “fix” things, when often things can’t be “fixed”. But we can show we 

care by being present. I’ve also found that people often aren’t looking for 

you to fix things, but do need someone who will listen without judge-

ment, preconceived ideas, or personal agendas. I never really thought of 

this as a ministry. So if you think you can’t be or aren’t capable of being a 

minister, think of the times you’ve listened to friends, family or even a 

stranger. During this pandemic, we may not be able to be present physi-

cally, but we can be present by phone, facetime, zoom, etc.  

 

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others,  

as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” 1Peter 4:10 



5315 Van Dyke Rd 
Lutz, FL  33558 

 

Office:  (813) 963-0969 
 

www.allsaintstampa.org 
PastorJosh@allsaintstampa.org 

office@allsaintstampa.org 
 

Mission Team 
 

Pastor: Joshua Gyson 
President: Jodi McCarty 
V President: David Walkowiak 
Secretary: Emma Brown 
Treasurer: Anne Sylvester 
 

Jon Anderson Judy Callan 
Heidi Lacko Sophie Thomas 
Anthony Williams 

 
**Meets Second Tuesday of the month!** 

Donation Options 
 

 Sunday Offering Plate 
 On-Line Banking 

 On-Line Giving through our Website 

Book Club News from Marcia Greensfelder 
 

The book club will meet via zoom call on Sunday, July 19th, at 
6:30 p.m. Come join in as we discuss the pertinent book, The 
Devil’s Highway by Luis Alberto Urrea. It's a tough subject, 
but a true story of people immigrating to the United States 
from Mexico by way of this extremely dangerous route. 
 
Courtney Noya will lead our discussion.  Her insights from 
her year in Mexico serving with the Young Adult in Global 
Mission (YAGM) through the ELCA will be invaluable. 
 
Please email Marcia at mgreens@tampabay.rr.com or call her 
at 813-753-2335 if you would like to join in the discussion. 
Courtney has provided a reading guide that I will forward to 
you that you may want to review as you read.  I'll send you the 
Zoom link information to all those who say they wish to par-
ticipate as the date gets closer. 
 
Hope to see you on the zoom call!  And stay tuned to hear our 
next book club selection.  

mailto:mgreens@tampabay.rr.com

