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The Mission of All Saints
Lutheran Church is:
To be a family of faith,
empowered by God,
to proclaim Jesus Christ.
We welcome all who
are seeking God’s love
and grace. Our unity
is in Christ.

Congregational Calendar
(Click here for the full calendar)

The Mission Team of All Saints Lutheran continues to monitor the COVID-19 outbreak in
our area. This is the schedule as of now and
new information will be shared if changes are
needed. We strive to put the needs of the most
vulnerable in our community first, so if you are
not feeling well, please do not attend worship.

In Person Wednesday Study
Every Wednesday at 7 pm
through May 26th
Thursday Morning Zoom Bible Study
Every Thursday at 10 am
Sunday In-Person and Zoom Live
Stream Worship at 9 and 11 am

In-Person and Zoom Livestream Sunday
Worship Services are at 9 and 11 am

Sunday School In-Person and Zoom at 10 am
last day is packing of Blessing Bags on May 23

Masks and safe social distancing are required
while inside the building.

In-Person Confirmation Retreat
May 1st at 9 am

Pre-filled communion cups with wafers are
picked up on the way into worship and consumed by participants after they have left the
building.

Mission Team on Zoom
May 11th at 7 pm
Book Club on Zoom — May 14th at 6:30 pm
Advocacy Meeting on Zoom — May 17th at 7 pm

Some pews are closed off and markings on
open pews help to maintain safe distances.

Bloodmobile - May 23rd from 10 am to 12:15 pm

Lysol Wipes are in each pew. Please use these
wipes to disinfect all surfaces you touch before leaving the worship space. When you are
done, wipes can be placed in the basket on
the pew.

Advocacy Meeting on Zoom—June 14th at 7 pm

People are refraining from singing and sharing the peace, instead they are humming
along and sharing peace signs or sign language hugs from their seats!

Save these Dates

Our hope is this helps you feel connected to
God and the community at All Saints.

Luther Springs Day Camp
June 7th to 11th
9 am to 3 pm

VBS — Knights of North Castle
June 21st to 25th
6:30 to 8:30 pm

God’s Work. Our Hands — September 12th
Synod Assembly — September 17th to 19th
Church Camping Weekend - December 10th to 12th

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace.
We welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation,
gender identity, or relationship status (LGBTQIA+). We welcome all without regard to
addictions, physical or mental health, imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances,
differently-abled or anything that too often divides us. Our unity is in Christ.

Pastor’s
Parchment
by The Rev. Joshua W. Gyson
I don’t know about you, but I have really disliked wearing a mask! BUT I have sacrificed
my own desires and comfort out of love for my community. I have done what I have,
not out of fear but out of love. Love for my family and knowing that they need me
around. Love for others and wanting them to be able to safely participate in Church.
Love for those I don’t know made me wear that mask that I loathe to the grocery store
so that I would reduce my potentially negative affects on a people that might not even be
willing to make the same sacrifice for me. I don’t do it because I have to, I do it out of
love for neighbor.
And most recently, I got the COVID-19 vaccine for the same reasons…out of love for
my community and myself. I wanted to help to make this world a safer place and do my
small part. Truth be told, it has been a holy experience! I know that I have been acting
out of sacrificial love, like the love Jesus Christ showed me on the Cross.
While we might all think differently about these topics, as Christians we know that we are
to act in love towards neighbor and self. And I hope that you will join me in my immense
gratitude for each other doing similar sacrificial works of love in our community. Especially our Mission Team who over this year and a half of dealing with a deadly pandemic
has guided us in the loving ways that they have, keeping us worshiping safely.
I thank God for this community and the ways that we try to live out the sacrificial love
for each other that Jesus Christ showed us. We are truly blessed to be in a community
that is willing to put up with things we might not like…simply because we are willing to
do anything out of love.
+ In Christ,

Pastor Josh

As your pastor, I have enjoyed serving Jesus Christ hand in hand with you for
the past five years. It has been such a delight to share the Good News in a sermon or offering pastoral care. I’ve cherished upholding our traditions and developing new ways to worship. I’ve greatly appreciated reaching out in our
community to walk with people who are in need of a little help in our many
ministries.
And well, truth be told…I feel like I could use a little time for personal care
and spiritual refreshment. The good news is that our congregation has offered
me just that experience. We call it “Sabbatical” and it is two months of taking
time off of in my role as a Pastor to recharge. This sabbatical time was defined
in my original call paperwork when I became your pastor.
And so…this summer my family and I are going to spend the sabbatical time
in northern Michigan, in the home where my mother grew up. It’s the single
place I still have left from my childhood. You heard a little about it in my Easter
sermon recently…and whether you know it or not it is an inspiration in my sermon illustrations frequently.
I look forward to studying a little bit. Worshiping as a congregant in the congregation where I was baptized. Hiking and meditation in the dunes of Lake
Michigan. Reading a little bit. My reading list is growing, but one book I am really looking forward to is “Becoming a Healthier Pastor” by Ronald W. Richardson…its based in Family Systems Theory and I can’t think of a better place to
read it than where I have so many family memories.
I want you to know that I will be away on this Sabbatical from June 27 until
August 21. I will not be in contact during this time period. But please know
that you are in very good hands with our amazing Mission Team and our faithful Synod Parish Deacons…who mind you have many ‘assignments’ while I am
away. The work of the Church will continue in my absence. I’m thinking that
they’ll never think again that pastors only work on Sundays! But all kidding
aside, you are in good hands and I look forward to returning to a fall filled
with great energy for the ministry that we are called to together!
I thank you for this time of spiritual renewal.
God Bless, Pastor Josh

Mission Team
President,
Jodi McCarty

It’s hard to believe that the school year is coming to a close and that summertime is
just around the corner! As we prepare for the lazy, days of summer (not really?!), let
us make sure we keep showing the love of Christ in our community by packing a round
of Blessing Bags to wrap up our Sunday School Faith Formation year.
Please join us at 10am on Sunday, May 23rd in Malivuk Hall to pack 100 Blessing
Bags for our congregation to hand out over the summer. Many of us will be heading out
on vacation, taking day trips, and even planning staycations. A Blessing Bag kept in
your car can be used anywhere, and at anytime, to share God’s love with those in
need.
The Blessing Bag ministry is an ongoing ministry for All Saints. We now have a barrel
marked accordingly to accept donations year-round for these bags. And we will continue to pack more bags throughout the year!
Continued on Page 5

Prez Says . . . continued from Page 6

Requested items include:
Bottled Water
Granola Bars (no chocolate or yogurt covered bars, they melt in the summer heat)
Trail Mix (no chocolate or yogurt covered items)
Wet Wipes (flat packages fit best)
Hand Sanitizer
Face Masks (Disposable and/or Reusable)
Deodorant
Toiletries (Shampoo, Soap, Toothbrush, Toothpaste)
Gift cards to fast food restaurants
Anything else that would make someone know they are a child of God and are loved!
We are fortunate to have new t-shirts (thank you, sponsor!) and new socks (thank
you, All Saints members & friends) to include in this round of bags. And, we always
include a poem in each bag, so the recipient knows this gift comes directly from God.
“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to
serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms”. 1 Peter 4:10

Registration Form

Vacation Bible School
This is for age 3 to completed 5th grade and is
a free event. Participants will take on the role
of brave Knights and begin their quest by exploring scripture to discover how God’s armor works in their own lives as they follow
and serve God. To attend, please complete
the VBS Registration Form and return it to
All Saints.

Advocacy Connection
Advocacy Team

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what
does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to
love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? – Micah 6:8
The Advocacy Team became an official ministry of All Saints Lutheran Church on March 9 th,
2021, by a unanimous vote of the Mission Team. The ministry of the Advocacy Team should be
considered as a parallel ministry to the important beneficence ministries that All Saints Lutheran
has supported and participated in for many years. For example, feeding the homeless in downtown Tampa represents beneficence ministry; in contrast, working with elected officials, and other
entities, to change the policies that lead to food insecurity represents advocacy ministry. We work
in parallel to address the same problem, food insecurity, but in different ways. Beneficence ministries address immediate needs, while advocacy ministries address root causes.
As advocates, we follow our Christian calling to speak out, to defend the rights of the poor and
needy, to be a voice for the voiceless. We advocate for policies that end injustice, oppression,
and suffering. We use our voice to speak to political and economic power in order to effect changes toward restoring and reconciling our world. We are courageous, intentional, and goal-oriented.
We are freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. Furthermore, through our advocacy efforts,
we are living out the final three elements of our affirmation of baptism:
“to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace on all the earth”
We are called through baptism to strive for justice and peace for all people. As a part of this call,
we must advocate for political policy changes. We actively express to our elected officials, or other entities, our support of policies that lead to justice, equity, and peace for all of God’s children.
We actively express our opposition to policies that are discriminatory, oppressive, unjust, or otherwise harmful. However---and this is an important however---we will not endorse, support or oppose any political party, elected official, or political candidate. We are in the business of striving
for justice, equity and peace, not the business of choosing winners or losers.
The Advocacy Team meets on the third Monday of each month. Presently, we meet via Zoom at
the usual church meeting site. Our next meeting is Monday, May 17th from 7:00pm – 9:00pm.
All are welcome to attend, whether you want to join us or are simply curious to see what it is all
about. We would love see you there!
I leave you with the words of the Apostle Paul:
Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. – Galatians 6:2

God bless you all,

Brett Hill

Chair - ASLC Advocacy Team

July 24-28, 2022

The planning committee for the ELCA Youth
Gathering has rescheduled the event for
July 24-28, 2022, in Minneapolis. We began fundraising for the previous date when
we expected that the event would be held
in the summer of 2021, but the pandemic
necessitated it to be rescheduled.

Students that are in the eighth grade through the twelfth grade for the 20212022 school year will be able to attend. Students who graduate from high school
in 2021 will NOT be eligible to attend as part of a group of youth, but are encouraged to apply to work as a volunteer at the Gathering.

Please let Marcia Greensfelder (mgreens@tampabay.rr.com) know if your youth is
interested in attending and she is not aware of it, so you can be added to the email
list. Also, if your youth is interested in serving as a volunteer, Marcia can provide
more information as she has served as a volunteer for an ELCA Youth Gathering in
the past.
All Saints members, we thank you for your initial response, and look forward to
your continued support when we are able to resume fundraising.

All are welcome to come and participate! Stay
the whole week-end, come for the day, or spend
just one night.
Accommodations are basic hotel-style rooms,
bunkhouses, or tent camping. We’ll have the
opportunity to do a service project, the challenge course, canoe, archery, and hike.
It's a beautiful setting to unwind, fellowship,
talk, worship, sit around a campfire, hopefully
sing, make s'mores...you get the idea!
Please email Marcia Greensfelder with
questions or to reserve a spot mgreens@tampabay.rr.com.

Book Club News from Marcia Greensfelder
May 14th at 6:30 pm on Zoom
Our next book club meeting will explore the book
Forty Autumns: A Family’s Story of Courage and
Survival on Both Sides of the Berlin Wall by Nina
Willner. It's about five women separated by the Iron
Curtain for more than 40 years, and their miraculous
reunion after the fall of the Berlin Wall.
This should be a great book to discuss and hope you
will make plans to join us! If you plan to attend,
please let Marcia know (mgreens@tampabay.rr.com)
so she can provide you the Zoom link, which is different from the one that we normally use for events at
All Saints.

Donate Blood on Sunday
May 23rd ~ 10 am to 12:15 pm
Save the date to donate in the bloodmobile in the parking lot of All Saints.
There are seven appointments available
and we would love to fill every spot. All
donors will receive a special gift along
with a wellness checkup including
COVID-19 antibody test, blood pressure, temperature, iron count, pulse
and cholesterol screening!

Worship Volunteers
There are several volunteer positions
where we need more volunteers. They
include tellers (count offering) after
second service and Worship Projection
(PowerPoint) so people are able to fully
participate both in-person and online.
Training is available for these positions.
Starting in May, we will begin scheduling
Crucifers to carry the processional cross
and Assisting Ministers, so please be on
the look out for the monthly schedule
which is sent out by email.

Click here to schedule an appointment
These volunteer positions will be espeand use sponsor code #11910.
cially important during Pastor Josh’s

BE THANKFUL. BE GENEROUS.

sabbatical. If you would like to volunteer,
please contact the church office.

Christian
Social
Services
The Thrift Store continues to be open on Tuesdays,
Thursdays, and Saturdays from 10 am until 4 pm.
They are accepting items for the store as well as
food donations.

F O R M A T I O N
A
I
T
H

In-person and Zoom Faith Formation classes are at
10 am on Sundays. Classes end at 10:45 am so we
can set up for Zoom live stream worship. Our last
class until the fall is on Sunday, May 23rd where we
will do an intergenerational assembly of Blessing Bags.
For the safety of all participants, masks and social
distancing are required for those participating in-person
and a password is required to join the ZOOM meeting.
Please contact the church office for password.

Elementary age children will gather upstairs in the youth room
and will be led by Andy Malivuk and Steve McCarty. Middle/High
School class will be led by Melanie Werner and Julie Noya in the
sanctuary and Adult Faith Formation is led by Jodi McCarty in
Malivuk Hall. Classes for all age groups are available on Zoom.

New Grant Opportunity for Congregations from the ELCA
Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, congregations have served their communities with compassion
and creativity, even as physical distancing changed the way we worship and meet. With vaccinations
becoming available to more of the population, we anticipate more and more people gathering inperson. What might the Spirit have in store?
Congregations are invited to apply for an Open Doors grant to support ministries as we resume inperson worship and gatherings. Any ELCA congregation can apply for grant funding with a specific
and actionable idea for how its ministry might enable members to meet new people while regathering
in community as COVID-19 considerations allow.
As we resume in-person gatherings, we are not simply reclaiming our physical worship space. We
are being reclaimed by God and one another in the Spirit as we return to physical community. As
people freed by the gift of God’s love and grace, how might we share that gift with others who might
need it, too? Open doors invite us in to gather and open doors send us out to meet our neighbors.
A good idea can come from anywhere, so we invite you to send your actionable ideas to the church
office and assistance is available to help submit your idea for consideration. Because there is no set
of “best practices” for how to meet new people following a global pandemic, all applications will proceed through a basic eligibility process, and then be awarded by random selection. Grants are a one
-time, set payment, anticipated in the range of $1,500 to $2,500.
The deadline to register in ELCA GrantMaker in order to fill out an application is May 14th.

Donation Options
Sunday Offering Plate
 On-Line Banking
On-Line Giving through our Website




5315 Van Dyke Rd
Lutz, FL 33558
Office: (813) 963-0969
www.allsaintstampa.org
PastorJosh@allsaintstampa.org
office@allsaintstampa.org

Mission Team
Pastor:
President:
V President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Joshua Gyson
Jodi McCarty
Judy Callan
Suzy Tkacik
Jon Anderson

Emma Brown
Sophie Thomas
Terri White-Jones

Sandra Odle
Anthony Williams

**Meets Second Tuesday of the month!**

