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The Mission of  All Saints 
Lutheran Church is:  

To be a family of  faith, 
empowered by God,  

to proclaim Jesus Christ.  
 

We welcome all who  
are seeking God’s love 
and grace. Our unity 

is in Christ.   



Planning for when and how we reopen are still 
 in the works, as we try to make the best  

choices for our community.  
 

This is the schedule as of now and new infor-
mation will be shared as it becomes available.  

 
Virtual Sunday Worship Service 

Posted on Facebook or YouTube at 7 am 
Facebook Watch Party at 9 am 

 

Every other Sunday, there is drive through  
Confession, Forgiveness, and Prayer in the 
church parking lot between 9 and 11 am. 

The upcoming dates are May 17 and May 31.  

 
Tuesdays  

Virtual Bible Study on Zoom at 7 pm 

 
Wednesdays 

Virtual Middle/High School Bible Study  
and Fellowship on Zoom at 3 pm  

Virtual Church History Study on Zoom at 7pm 

 
Thursdays 

Virtual Bible Study on Zoom at 10 am 
Virtual Prayer and Fellowship on Zoom at 7 pm 

 
Please use the Zoom link and password below to 

connect with these virtual opportunities.  

 
Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/4829367318 

Password: 569355 

 
Our hope is that through these virtual  
opportunities you will feel connected  

to God and the community at All Saints.  

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace.  
We welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity,  

or relationship status (LGBTQIA+). We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health,  
imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances, differently-abled or anything that too often divides us.  

Our unity is in Christ. 

Congregational Calendar 
(Click here for the full calendar) 

Calling all Youth 
 

On Sunday, May 10th at 10 am, there is a 
great opportunity for the youth to get together 
and have some fun! Andy Malivuk and Steve 
McCarty will get things going with some con-
versation starters, and let the kids be kids. 
This is a great opportunity to see old friends 
and maybe make some new friends too! 
 

Please join the zoom meeting using this link:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83946573761?
pwd=aUFnWVhWYWRWRVFWb3duaGx3MTFwUT09 
 

Meeting ID: 839 4657 3761 
Password: 527323 
One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,83946573761# US (Chicago) 
+19292056099,,83946573761# US (New York) 

Book Club 
 

Before this Coronavirus quarantine, the book club was 
preparing to discuss The Guernsey Literary and Potato 
Peel Pie Society. If you have read this book or would 
like to read this book and join in the discussion, please 
contact Marcia Greensfelder so she can set up a Zoom 
virtual meeting date and time. You can text Marcia at 
813-753-2335 or email her at mgreens@tampabay.rr.com.  
 

The next selection has already been made for our next 
discussion, which is The Devil's Highway by Luis Alber-
to Urrea. The book is based on a true story about Mexi-
can migration into the United States and the retelling 
of events that took place in May of 2001. A group of 
twenty-six men attempted to cross the border through 
the desert of Arizona, enduring the most deadly region 
in North America known as the "Devil's Highway”; only 
twelve survived. This book should prompt a wonderful 
discussion! 

https://www.facebook.com/allsaints.lutheranchurch
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLFJFGXz3F97oinj3qYE3_Hn0vb9M5c-Fp
https://zoom.us/j/4829367318
http://www.allsaintstampa.org/calendar.html
http://www.allsaintstampa.org/calendar.html
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83946573761?pwd=aUFnWVhWYWRWRVFWb3duaGx3MTFwUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83946573761?pwd=aUFnWVhWYWRWRVFWb3duaGx3MTFwUT09
mailto:mgreens@tampabay.rr.com


Pastor’s 

Parchment 
by The Rev. Joshua W. Gyson 

  

 

Returning to the Sanctuary at All Saints for worship is something I dream about, something I hear all 
of us begging for in our own ways. And I look forward to that day with hope and anticipation! 
 

In an effort to help us get there, and as your Pastor who is concerned for our wellbeing (physical, 
spiritual, etc.), I have given much thought lately as to how our practices and procedures may need to 
adapt to our new environment. I offer you my thoughts here, and I invite other ideas to ensure that 
when we do resume gathering it is under the greatest of caution. These following proposals are based 
off of current information, and we all know how information can change in an instant.  
 

1)The door will be propped open when we enter and leave the building. Greeters and Ushers will no 
longer ‘pass out’ bulletins but standing from a safe distance will offer a warm welcome and share 
where the resources are for our guests. All common printed materials will be suspended, even the 
Hymnals (if you want to claim one as ‘your own’ and bring it with you when you come, that is recom-
mended).  
 

2) Worship Enablers who will need to move about during a worship service must sit on the end of a 
pew so as to maintain healthy distances for the most vulnerable in our community. Readers may need 
to read from the Pulpit, so as to increase separated seating (added seats) in the sanctuary (based on 
current guidelines). We will also need more volunteers to help during worship, as we encourage those 
who are the most vulnerable to not put themselves at undo risk and set aside these responsibilities for 
the time being.  
 

3) ‘Passing the Plate’ for our Offering is a thing of the past, I think. Instead of sharing germs from the 
first person to the last as the plate is passed, we will instead bring our offerings up to the Altar as part 
of Communion. Tithing online is the safest option and we will ask that if you have not already con-
sidered this option, that you do so today (Julie is happy to help you with the details.) 
 

4) And this part scares me the most to share with you…I am recommending that the “Sharing of the 
Peace” be from where you stand, not walking around the room and greeting everybody. While one 
individual may be comfortable with it, there is definitely another who does not want to be approached 
so as to remain healthy. This is one place where I hope and pray that we can respect people’s rights to 
remain healthy, and change what we do for the sake of those we love. 
 

5) Communion will be served, for now, by intinction and standing before 
the Altar (like Christmas and Easter). Bread and wine will both be offered; Continued on Page 6 



Mission Team 

President, 

Jodi McCarty 

As you may recall, in the last several newsletters, my message was centered around 
rainbows. The last article reminded us we can’t have a rainbow without the rain….. 
Well, COVID-19 certainly is a severe rainstorm that we (or least I) didn’t see coming! 
 

As we continue to remain “Safer at Home”, I miss gathering together in our sanctuary 
to praise, to sing, and to physically and spiritually connect with our Lord and each oth-
er. It’s easy to focus on the things we miss and the freedoms we took for granted before 
this global pandemic. It’s easy to see our “new world” as burdensome and negative 
(especially as I hear my kids fighting right now over emptying the dishwasher for the 
eight millionth time since we’ve been quarantined!) I’ve challenged myself to find the 
silver linings over the past few months and here are a few I’d like to share: 
 
• Most weekdays we eat lunch together as a family and laugh a lot! 
• The commuting time that was used for school and work is now dedicated to walking 

in our neighborhood. Exercise, sunshine, and fresh air; God’s beauty is all around us. 
Plus we’ve met more neighbors since quarantine walks commenced than we have in 
1.5 years of living in Lutz!  

• Last month we started the “Kids’ Quarantine Kitchen” where one daughter picks a 
recipe and cooks dinner (or dessert) with me once per week. We have precious one
-on-one time together; they are learning to enjoy cooking while gaining culinary 
skills and we are consistently trying new recipes. Win-Win for everyone! 

• Our faith remains strong as we worship in new and different ways. We watch the 
church services on FaceBook, we listen to gospel music on YouTube, we attend 



Zoom confirmation classes and Supper and Study classes (well, not really the Supper 
part right now). And, we even were able to receive confession and pray with Pastor 
Josh from the car during a Sunday morning drive-up. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When I need help finding a silver lining on a particularly lonely or challenging day, this 
verse from Isaiah 4:10 reminds me that God is always with us: 
 

“Fear not, for I am with you; 
Be not dismayed, for I am your God. 
I will strengthen you, 
Yes, I will help you, 
I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.” 
 

My hope and prayer for you as we continue to be physically away from each other, is 
that you remember that you are never alone.  God’s ultimate grace and unending love 
for each and every one of us is the greatest silver lining of them all. 
 

       In Christ, 
 

        Jodi 

Courtney Noya is a Fund for Leaders Recipient! 
 

I am excited to announce that I am a recipient of the ELCA’s Fund for 

Leaders Full Tuition Scholarship! Being awarded this scholarship is a huge 

honor and one that will make a big difference in my ability to pursue 

higher education.  
 

Thank you all for your continued support. It has been a  blessing to have 

a  community support me as I traveled to Guatemala with Athentikos, 

moved to Mexico with YAGM, and recruited new YAGMs across the East 

Coast of the United States. I’m looking forward to what comes next! 



however, I encourage you to only partake in the bread, so as to limit points of infectious contact. Note 
that Jesus Christ is just as fully present in one element as both. 
 
6) Hand sanitizer will be everywhere! In every pew. At the Altar. Hopefully even in every pocket. In an 
effort to ensure that our environment is safe for an average population in the church of over 60 years 
old, we will also need to create a “Sanitizing Crew” for before and after each worship, education, and 
fellowship event. If you are willing and able, please let me know, as soon as possible. 
 
7) The Coffee Station will also pause for a while, as well, as this is a point where many surface areas are 
unnecessarily shared. Things like this will become more evident as we gather, and I hope when you see 
them, you will share them with me or a Mission Team member.  
 
8) Sunday School will likely be scheduled for “Summer Break” by the time we return, and so the obsta-
cles that surround this will be addressed when it resumes in the fall. VBS is to be discussed; if you 
would like to volunteer, please email the office to be a part of the planning team. My hope is that we 
are going to do everything we always have, just a little more responsibly now for the sake of the wellbe-
ing of our community.  
 
9) If you are concerned that even when we finally get back to worshiping in the Sanctuary, you may not 
be able or willing to participate due to ongoing health concerns I have a couple of things to share with 
you, too. First off, we are working currently to find a way to share our Sunday Morning worship online 
with you. And we are also happy to share “Home Communion” with you upon request. If any other 
needs arise, please let me know. It is my goal to ensure full participation for all of our members and 
guests.  
 
10) As for the ultimate question: When? When can we return to normal? Well…I don’t know if that 
will ever happen if normal means how we have always done it. The plan is to open at the suggestion of 
local health officials and with guidance from the Bishop’s Office (Tampa). I do not know when we will 
be able to gather again for physical worship, study, and fellowship, but I encourage you, until we can, 
to continue to participate in the virtual/on-line opportunities that All Saints is offering (see website). 
We actually have more opportunities now than we did before! 
 
And finally, I have a special request: We will not be able to re-open until we can do it safely. In order to 
help assure this, we need the proper supplies to do so. I ask that you help us gather the materials need-
ed, which would include the following: Lysol Spray and Wipes, Bleach, Hand Sanitizer, disposable 
masks, and what ever else you can get your hands on. But also, please do not hoard these items…I am 
confident that if we join in this effort, our meager offering will ensure for quite a shared supply. 
 
Again, these are just the first ideas. And I hope that they will change based on new information and 
your shared recommendations. As for now, all I can say is that I miss you all. And while I can hardly 
wait to get back together, I thank you for helping me do it responsibly and with careful consideration. 
 

        + In Christ,  
 

         Pastor Josh 

Pastor’s Parchment—Continued from Page 3 



My, how our ministries have changed and adapted because of the Coronavirus. 

 

With schools shut down, A Brighter Community does not have kids coming eve-

ry day. But for many families, the need for food has increased as their financial 

situations change. We recently delivered non-perishables from a food drive along 

with our regular monthly Brown Bag supplies, so families can arrange a time to 

stop by ABC and safely “shop”.   

 

Christian Social Services temporarily closed their thrift store and pantry and are 

helping their families in conjunction with the Catholic Church and Metropolitan 

Ministries. In doing so, they distributed 3 tons of food to those in need. They 

will continue this partnership for the time being, but once they reopen, they will 

also need supplies since the Postal Carrier food drive was postponed.   

 

The Free Little Pantry is being restocked much more frequently. What seemed like 

a plentiful supply a month ago is now looking quite low. If you are able to do-

nate, we could use pasta and sauces, cereal/oatmeal, mac and cheese, and peanut 

butter and jelly.  Just call or email the office and we’ll arrange a drop off time. 

 

Some Quilters are making quilt tops at home to assemble when they meet again.  

Some have transitioned to making face masks for those in need. Many others in 

the congregation are making masks as well. Everyone coming to worship at All 

Saints will need a mask for quite some time in order to keep the most vulnerable 

in our community safe. One of our members, Joshua Chellarajan, designed 3D 

masks and is printing those to help those on the front lines of the virus!  

 

YES! of America has had to make changes as well because of social distancing 

guidelines and will keep us informed of their needs once it is safe to gather again.  

 

Be on the lookout for more ways you can help those in need in our community! 



Formation of Green Team 

 

I am overjoyed to share with you that All Saints Lutheran Church has officially formed 

a Green Team. During a recent Mission Team meeting, we voted unanimously for a 

“2020 Church Greening Initiative.” This means we will be forming a committee soon, 

consisting of people who are eager to get their hands dirty. 

 

This will not be our first venture at Stewardship of God’s Creation. As here at All 

Saints, we already have quite a few things we do well. Like limiting our printing by us-

ing digital resource. Like changing out antiquated lightbulbs to LED. Like sharing our 

building space with outside groups to ensure that our resources are utilized faithfully. 

 

However, with all of this headway already, we are not willing to stop there. As part of 

the “2020 Church Greening Initiative” we have a whole laundry list of things that we 

look forward to doing that will continue to lessen our environmental footprint. Things 

like not using Styrofoam and plasticware. Things like bringing back the glass commun-

ion cups we have, but just appreciated the convenience of plastic a little too much. 

Things like planting trees to increase shade on the building and limit our energy intake. 

Things like composting, programmed thermostats, and increased recycling opportuni-

ties. 

 

Now, I am the first to admit that this work is just that: work. It takes effort to be good 

stewards. It takes getting our hands dirty and washing dishes (imagine that!). It takes a 

concerted effort of our entire congregation to make the impact that I believe God 

wants for us to make for our children and the future of God’s Good Creation. And so, I 

invite you to think about the potential of joining a “Green Team” at All Saints…but 

don’t discount what this calling is for…it is for workers in the vineyard. It is for people 

who are willing to set aside their own comfortability for the sake of a brighter future. If 

this interests you, I ask that you pray over it, and please know that there will be an an-

nouncement coming for the very first “Green Team Meeting” once we get back togeth-

er in the Church building. For now, pray over it. Dream about it. Tell a few stories 

about how the world used to be a whole lot more environmentally friendly and how 

we should not fear washing dishes or keeping the light bill down. 

 

It pleases me greatly to be writing this announcement and invitation on the 50
th
 anni-

versary of Earth Day! I hope that you will join me in this new venture and try and live 

out God’s invitation to us “to keep and till the Earth” (Genesis 2:15). I look forward to 

seeing what we can do together! 

 

        +In Christ, 

         Pastor Josh 



Thoughts During the Pandemic 
 
Store Shelves are empty, panic! 
Experience not familiar. 
Needing things that aren’t there. 
No, not needing, wanting 
For the future  
Because my shelves might go bare. 
What of those whose shelves are bare now? 
Necessities gone, food nowhere 
No worries about tomorrow because tomorrow is now. 
Panic or daily resignation? 
What about them?  
Even with full store shelves, 
No money to buy, 
No way to earn more. 
What about them? 
Today a pandemic. 
Tomorrow all is well 
For some. 
Tomorrow the pandemic will just be an epidemic. 
Just? 
We must do better. 
Somehow, someway  
We must do better. 
Pray. Listen. Go and do. 
 
Melanie Werner 4/27/2020 



Financial Stewardship Update 
 

Considering all that has happened so far in 2020, the church finances have got-

ten off to a great start. We had three consecutive months where income was 

higher than expenses and April is looking very good as well. With Easter, our in-

come is usually higher and there was concern when worship had to be sus-

pended as that extra income is normally instrumental in getting us through the 

summer months. We have had several donations towards the “Crazy Craig” 

Challenge, which you can read more about on the back page of this newsletter.   
 

In early April, the Mission Team held a special meeting to discuss applying for 

a Paycheck Protection Program Small Business Administration loan for which 

non-profits were eligible. The Mission Team had to act quickly so there was not 

time to call an official congregational meeting in the midst of a shut-down. 
 

The decision was made to move forward with our application and we were ap-

proved in the second round of funding.  We completed the paperwork and the 

loan has been secured.  Seventy-five percent of the funds we receive must be 

used for payroll and benefits over an eight week period of time. The other twen-

ty-five percent can be used towards mortgage and utilities.  One stipulation of 

the loan not having to be repaid is that we must retain all employees at current 

levels of pay.  
 

The Mission Team also decided a Congregational Meeting would need to be 

held so the congregation has a say on whether we spend those funds or return 

them.  More information about that meeting will be sent to all congregation 

members very soon.  
 

The congregation has stepped up in a big way. Checks are coming in the mail 

to the church and many people are making their donations online. Please be 

aware that if you are using our online donation link whether from your bank ac-

count as an ACH or using Visa/MC/American Express/Discover, there is a pro-

cessing cost to the congregation. We know it is convenient to make donations 

this way, but please be aware that even if you chose to offset the fees, they are 

still generally higher than what is collected. The best way to avoid the fees al-

together is to set up the church as a payee in your online banking account, then 

100% of your donation goes to the church instead of a portion going to the bank. 

You can even set it up for recurring if you want.  
 

Thank you for your continued generosity to All Saints as we continue to seek 

new ways to be the church in this time of social distancing while continuing to 

make an impact in our world.  



Summer Plans for Youth  
 

The start of Sleep-Away Camp has been delayed for 
a week. Instead of going the week of June 14th, it 
will now be the week of the 21st, but for those reg-
istered to attend, you MUST reply to the email you 
received from Novus Way to move your child(ren) to 
the following week.  

 

The change in the Sleep-Away Camp now has it co-
inciding with the dates we had on the calendar for 
Vacation Bible School.  We were in the beginning 
stages of planning when the shutdown happened.  
Once we have a new plan, we will let you know 
about the dates and times.  

 
Our Luther Springs Day Camp is still on track. With 
help from the American Camp Association and 
Novus Way, we’ll be given guidance to help us have 
a safe and healthy day camp experience.  
 

Day Camp runs from July 13 to 17 from 9 am to 3 pm 
and is for completed Kindergarten to 5th grade with 
an option for middle school. Families can do their 
initial registration online by clicking here. Once reg-
istered, the church will send additional information 
via email. The cost is $85, but we are excited to of-
fer scholarships for this important experience as 
well. Please inquire through the church office or by 
asking Pastor Josh. 
 

Please feel free to share this information with oth-
ers who might be interested in sending their kids to 
camp. It is very important to have a firm head count 
by mid-May so the camp can plan for staffing.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdc-pfGXtvdN2A6qkrD2fEcsPpc8QhN3a2eQjdN4R1-hQb2wg/viewform


5315 Van Dyke Rd 
Lutz, FL  33558 

 

Office:  (813) 963-0969 
 

www.allsaintstampa.org 
PastorJosh@allsaintstampa.org 

office@allsaintstampa.org 
 

Mission Team 
 

Pastor: Joshua Gyson 
President: Jodi McCarty 
V President: David Walkowiak 
Secretary: Emma Brown 
Treasurer: Anne Sylvester 
 

Jon Anderson Judy Callan 
Lynn Chellarajan Heidi Lacko 
Sophie Thomas Anthony Williams 

 
**Meets Second Tuesday of the month!** 

Donation Options 
 

 Sunday Offering Plate 
 On-Line Banking 

 On-Line Giving through our Website 

The “Crazy Craig” Challenge 
 

Can you afford it? That is a question a lot of us often ask ourselves.  When the auto deposits or 
checks from Uncle Sam finally show up in our accounts it might be time to ask yourself that ques-
tion again,  but in a different way.   
 

I’m sure there are a lot of individuals and families who are well-past needing that money desperate-
ly as they have had no paychecks for many weeks now. It might in fact only be a band-aid on a 
huge financial wound. Every penny received and more is already spoken for. But there are other 
people that are somewhere between embarrassed to receive this money or bewildered as to why 
they are even morally justified in getting it. They happen to be lucky enough to not need replace-
ment money lost due to shutdowns, for whatever reason. 
 

It is primarily to these “not needing the money people” I want to politely confront with that earlier 
stated question: Can you afford “it”? In fact, can’t you actually easily afford to “re-gift” this mon-
ey? At the LEAST, a tithing of it? And, what other causes or charities have you promised yourself 
that “one day” you’ll give some support to? When will that ever be more possible than now? 
 

Please think, and pray over this decision. A new TV, appliance, computer, or toy can wait. Don’t 
wait to do this.  


