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The Mission of All Saints
Lutheran Church is:
To be a family of faith,
empowered by God,
to proclaim Jesus Christ.
We welcome all who
are seeking God’s love
and grace. Our unity
is in Christ.

Congregational Calendar
(Click here for the full calendar)

The Mission Team continues to monitor the
CDC guidelines in regards to COVID-19.
This is the schedule as of now and new information will be shared if changes are needed.
We strive to put the needs of the most vulnerable in our community first, so if you are not
feeling well, please do not attend worship.
In-Person and Zoom Livestream
Sunday Worship Service at 9:45 am

At the March meeting, the Mission Team reviewed our mask policy and have agreed that
as long as the positive rate for Hillsborough
and Pasco counties is below 5% then masks
will be optional for those who are fully vaccinated. This number is available on Fridays
by clicking here.

This link will be available at the bottom of
each week’s Two for Tuesday, so you can
track the numbers and know if masks will be
required or not. You can also check signage at
church.
Our mask policy is subject to change as the
situation changes and we will continue to follow CDC recommended guidelines.

Lysol Wipes are in each pew and you are encouraged to us them to disinfect all surfaces
you touch before leaving the worship space.
When you are done, wipes can be placed in
the basket on the pew.

Wednesday Dinner Church at 7 pm
Potluck Meal — Bring a dish to share!
Thursday Morning Zoom Bible Study
Every Thursday at 10 am except 3/24 & 3/31
Sunday In-Person and Zoom Live
Stream Worship at 9:45 am
Sunday School at 11 am except March 20th
(unless there is a Ministry Meal)
Fellowship Meal for Gyson Family’s Last Sunday
March 13th after worship
Lectio Divina — March 13th at 7 pm and
March 15 at 1:30 pm
Advocacy Zoom Mtg — March 21st at 7 pm
Tampa Pride — March 26th

- 11 am to 2 pm

Interim Pastor Meet and Greet
after Worship on April 3rd
Zoom Mission Team — April 12th at 7:30 pm
Maundy Thursday—April 14th at 7 pm
Good Friday—April 15th at 7 pm
Easter Bread Baking—April 16th at 10 am
Easter Sunday — April 17th
Worship at 7 am and 9:45 am
Breakfast from 8:15 am to 9:30 am
Easter Fun and Games from 9 am to 9:30 am
Earth Day Extravaganza: Living Shoreline Project—
April 22 from 9 am to noon

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace.
We welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation,
gender identity, or relationship status (LGBTQIA+). We welcome all without regard to
addictions, physical or mental health, imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances,
differently-abled or anything that too often divides us. Our unity is in Christ.

Pastor’s
Parchment
by The Rev. Joshua W. Gyson
I want to share with you how important All Saints Lutheran Church is to me.
All Saints invited me to serve in my very first call as an Ordained Pastor in the ELCA;
there is only one of those congregations in the life of a Pastor. And I have been so honored to do ministry with you all! You have impressed me over and over again in your discipleship (how you follow Jesus). From expanding our ‘Welcome Statement,’ to wearing
masks out of an ‘Abundance of Love’ for the most vulnerable in our congregation, to
expanding our food ministries to justice and equity ministries…I have been so impressed
and truly believe that Jesus Christ has been working through us in this place.
All Saints walked with me and my family during a hard time in my health. After suffering
from a heart attack, we were nurtured by you all in ways that meant the world to us. We
felt surrounded by the hands of God in the ways that you showed your love and concern. You have been a part of a healing in my life that I will always hold dear. There were
many struggles and joys that we shared together, and I appreciate that I was able to be a
part of all of it!
All Saints shared with me the opportunity to share the Word of God in the ways that the
Holy Spirit asked me to in this place. And while I know that once in a while I ruffled a
few feathers on a topic or two, I thank you for sticking around and listening to what your
pastor was discerning from the Holy Spirit for this place. And as I look around today, I
see a place that is truly an ELCA congregation…and that matters so much when we look
towards our future and welcome guests that are looking for just what an ELCA congregation offers…true grace and forgiveness, genuine welcome, and social justice action
(talking the talk AND walking the walk)!

Continued on Page 6

Dinner Church
Every Wednesday at 7 pm
Dinner church has been
very well attended on
Wednesday
evenings,
therefore we are keeping
this dinner and study format throughout Lent.
The evening starts with
the reading of the Psalm for the upcoming
Sunday and a review of the questions. After prayer, we prepare our plates and sit
down at our tables for discussion. When
everyone is done eating and discussing,
we talk about the questions as a group. It is
interesting to hear the different perspectives on the questions as they are discussed as a whole.
Once the discussion wraps up, we participate in Holy Communion, and then clean
up as a group. We hope you will consider
joining us for Dinner Church at All Saints.

Youth Gathering Postponed
The ELCA Youth Gathering Committee has
prayerfully decided to postpone the Gathering until the summer of 2024. Our youth
who have been diligently fundraising will take
a break. This fall we will have a meeting with
the parents and eligible youth as we resume
our planning. Thank you for all of the support you have given our group thus far!
The group that was planning to attend the
Gathering this July has the opportunity to attend Luther Springs that same week for fun,
fellowship, and service. While it can’t replace
the Gathering, it will be a great experience to
come together with other youth in Florida to
tube down the Itchnetuckee, go to the beach,
and serve at Rez House as well as other local
social service agencies.

Lectio Divina
Sunday, March 13th at 7 pm
OR Tuesday, February 15th at 1:30 pm
Lectio Divina is sometimes referred to as praying the
Scriptures. It is a way of transforming words and images into heart-centered prayer. It is not a Bible
study, but a pathway in spiritual growth. The learning comes through the experience of quiet Scripture
meditation and prayer, not accumulating intellectual
knowledge.
The vision of a Lectio Divina Group is to offer compassion and pray for one another and to become
more like Jesus by being with him in community and
listening to Scripture with our hearts.
You are invited to join us as we listen for God’s invitation to us to become more Christlike.

Work Day
on April 9th
and Mowing
Schedule

Keeping All Saints property looking its best helps
the community to see us as an inviting place to
come to worship. We hope you will join us on April
9th starting at 9 am to clean up inside and out
before Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter.
Plus, doing yard work is a great way to be present with God in nature, to improve cardiovascular health, to disconnect from the demands of
email and cell phones, and to soak up Vitamin D!
We also ask that you consideration in assisting in
the church lawn maintenance by signing up in the
narthex. All the equipment you need is available
at the church, and we can train you if you have
never done this task. Thanks for considering!

Mission Team
President,
Judy Callan

As I thought about this edition of the newsletter, I thought of Lent- a time
of “giving up” and Easter- a time of “resurrection”. This has taken on a
whole new meaning since the announcement of Pastor Josh’s imminent departure!
As a congregation we must give up what we have: our pastor and his family, our comfort zone, and maybe what we “thought” the future of All Saints
would look like. As a church, though, we do so with the knowledge that it is
in God’s hands and God will provide what we need.
It is also the time of resurrection: a revitalization of the congregation as
we come together as our Mission states, as “a family of faith, empowered
by God, to proclaim Jesus Christ”. That mission has not changed, and difficult times is when families come together to support each other!
Let us move forward focused on the 3 R’s: 1: Remembering WHO we are,
WHOSE we are, and WHY we are here 2. Renewing our commitment to
God, each other, and the community, and 3. Rejoicing in the opportunities
that lay ahead of us as we move forward in faith.
THE LORD WILL PROVIDE!

Judy

Pastor’s Parchment—Continued from Page 3

It has been a pleasure to walk with you over these 5.5+ years. And as I again follow the
calling of the Holy Spirit into a new chapter of my ministry, to serve with another congregation in the Greater Milwaukee Synod, I want you to know that I hold All Saints Lutheran Church in a special place in my heart. You have inspired me in so many ways and I
hope and pray for the best for this congregation. You are a beautiful people, molded in
the image of Christ, and I am so grateful to God that we have had the time together that
we have shared.
May God bless you as a congregation and as individuals. Know that you will always be in
my prayers. And may our time together be a cause for celebration in your own hearts, as
it is in mine.
+My love be with all of you in Christ Jesus.

Pastor Josh

2022

Donation
Dates
Thank you to everyone who donated
blood at our February blood drive. Because of your generous donations,
there was the potential to save or
sustain the lives of as many as 18
people in our community. It is amazing how such a small act can help so
many people!
The Bloodmobile will be at All Saints
on the following dates:
April 10, June 5, July 31,
September 25 and November 20

Day Camp and Sleepaway Camp
This year, we will not be having on-site day camp.
One of the main reasons was not being able to find
a date that all families would be able to participate,
and without full participation the cost of the camp
is too prohibitive.
There are two dates for Sleep-Away Camp at Luther
Springs, June 25 to July 1 and July 17 to 22, for families that would like their youth to participate. The
church is able to offer scholarships to help with the
expense if needed.
VBS Planning Meeting
April 3rd after Meet and Greet

Come join us for an initial meeting to see
who is interested in participating in and
helping with VBS. First order of business
Please mark the dates on your calen- will be to pick the date. Since we are not
dar and make plans now to help save doing Day Camp, we really want the kids
a life in the future.
to have a great time at VBS!

Earth Day Extravaganza: Living Shoreline Project
April 22nd from 9 am to 12 pm at Lassing Park in St. Pete
April 22nd is Earth Day! What better way to help restore God’s Creation than
volunteering to help restore lost habitat systems to the bay, prevent further
erosion of the shoreline and improve water quality through natural biological
filtration.
Volunteers will have the option of shoveling fossilized shell into mesh bags
and take them on the shoreline to create a series of oyster bars, transport
oyster reef balls on a cart to the shoreline, or plant native grasses.

This event hosted by Tampa Bay Watch is taking place at Lassing Park, 2042
Beach Dr SE, St. Petersburg, FL 33705. To register to help with this even, please click on
this link.
Please contact Marcia with questions or to
carpool to the event!

ABC Easter Meals
and Baskets
Help fill the hearts and
bellies of the kids and
families at A Brighter
Community Preschool in
Tampa!

Sponsor meals and Easter
basket items using the
Target Gift Registry.
Orders need to be placed
by April 1st.
Thanks so much!!

March Meal & Fellowship
March 13th after Worship
The plans for the March Advocacy Team
meal have changed since Pastor Josh announced he will be leaving. We will still
have a meal, but instead we will simply
have fellowship together one last time
with the Gyson Family.
The meal will be yellow rice, with the option of adding chicken or Spanish Pork, as
well as black beans, bread, salad, and
dessert.
The Advocacy Team Ministry Meal planned
for that Sunday will be moved to May
22nd after worship.

Zoom Bible Study
Thursdays at 10 am
This class will take a brief hiatus
as we transition to an Interim
Pastor. Classes will not be held
on March 24th or the 31st, but
hope to resume classes starting
on April 7th at 10 am.
Look to the Two for Tuesday for
more information or just login to
Zoom on the 7th and we will see
what is what and if nothing else
just touch base and see how
everyone is doing!

Tampa Pride 2022

March 26th ~ 11 am to 2 pm
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Sunday School for all ages
(Every Sunday with the
exception of Ministry Meals)

There will be no Sunday School on March 20th
because of Spring Break!
Sunday school has something for everyone and
is an important part of our faith development!
Plus, it is a great way to join in fellowship and
education at the same time.
Our littles and elementary youth are having a
blast learning and worshipping in the sanctuary.
The confirmation youth are talking about the
Gospel applies to our daily lives. The Adult
class, which includes our confirmed youth, is
held in Malivuk Hall. This discussion connects
the Word of God with daily life experiences and
helps strengthen faith practices in every day
living. Brett Hill will be doing a special series, so
be on the look out for that soon!
Come, try something new!

Lent, Holy Week, and Easter
Wednesday Dinner Church at 7 pm
(3/9, 3/16, 3/23, 3/30, & 4/6)

Six volunteers are needed to share information about All Saints Lutheran Church at
Tampa Pride 2022. Parking is often limited at Palm Sunday — April 10th at 9:45 am
this event in Ybor, so carpooling is recomMaundy Thursday — April 14 at 7 pm
mended. We will meet up at the Vendor
Check In Booth located at the intersection on
Good Friday — April 15 at 7 pm
N. 14th Street and E. 8th Street. You can look
for either Brian Scott or Jeffrey Adamsky.
Since we do not have a booth, volunteers will
Easter Sunday
be given a ReconcilingWorks button to wear
Sunrise Service at 7 am
and church brochures to pass out. Our goal is
Easter Breakfast at 8:15 am
to broaden our church network, increase our
Easter Fun and Games at 9 am
visibility, and bring new members into the
Family Worship at 9:45 am
church. Please sign up in the narthex.

Book Club News from Marcia Greensfelder
The Book Club picks their next selection from suggestions made from many different genres in hopes that the book selection might entice someone to attend for the
first time based on their enthusiasm for a particular book. The next book is called
The Book of Longings by Sue Monk Kidd, who is also the author of the widely popular book entitled The Secret Life of Bees.
Though a work of fiction, this novel is grounded in meticulous research and written
with a reverential approach to Jesus' life that focuses on his humanity. It is the inspiring, unforgettable account of one woman's bold struggle to realize the passion
and potential inside her, while living in a time, place and culture devised to silence
her. It is a book that will draw you in, make you wonder about who Jesus was as a
young adult before he started his ministry, and what life was actually like, especially
for a woman, during this time in history.
So get reading and be on the lookout for the date/time/location of the next Book
Club as this book is sure to invoke some interesting conversation!

My classes are going well this semester. So far, my favorite class has been a class on African
Descent History and Traditions, which is being taught by a recently hired faculty member,
Professor Moss. We have been discussing the works of people like James Cone and Delores
Williams and how Blackness intersects with theology.
It has been quite a busy semester for me though. I recently had the opportunity to preach in
chapel at our school, which you can watch on Facebook here (starts at the 11:45 mark). I am
no longer working for the Seminary’s business office as I took a position as a teaching assistant for the Pastoral Care professor and to start working with a catering company, Southern
Way. It's been fun to work a bunch of weddings and come home with free food (which my
roommate also loves).
I am staying in South Carolina for Spring Break and Easter week, so I will miss being with
you all. I should be back home for at least part of the summer, but in a few weeks we will be
learning where we're being sent on internship so I can't make plans yet! Until then, I will be
praying that wherever I end up, it's not too cold. It's finally starting to warm up in Columbia and I'm beyond happy about it!
Thank you so much for your continued support and prayers. It means so much to me to have
a place like ASLC to call home.

Christian Social Services
5514 Land O Lakes Blvd.
813-995-0088

C.S.S. is in need of the following items:
Suddenly Salad
Spaghetti (no sauce)
Pasta Roni
Noodles
Instant Mashed Potatoes
Pork and Beans
Macaroni
Jelly and Jam
Rice (Uncle Ben’s, Brown, long grain, no 3 lb bags)

I just completed the last of my work for Winter Intensives at Luther Seminary. Normally, intensives would
entail travelling up to St. Paul, Minnesota, in January; however, the Omicron variant of COVID-19 had
something to say about those plans. I attended two courses remotely for one week each via Zoom. Both
courses were excellent!
The first course I attended was Christian Education and Dismantling Racism taught by Dr. Mary Hess. This
course fulfilled a Justice and Reconciliation concentration requirement. It was unlike any other course I
have taken. A large part of the course was evaluating experiences, perceptions, beliefs, and emotional responses. It was a great course! The following are links to two videos you might find interesting: Holy Post:
Race in America and The Danger of a Single Story. Here is a book recommendation for the readers among
us: My Grandmother’s Hands: Racialized Trauma and the Pathway to Mending Our Hearts and Bodies by
Resmaa Menakem.

The second course I took was Christian Mission, Evangelism, and Witness in a Secular Age with Dr. Michael Binder. Another excellent course! We covered subjects including Whole Gospel, Christian Witness,
Evangelism and Models of Evangelism, and A Secular Age. A key takeaway from this course is that the
either/or dichotomy between faith-based and works-based evangelism is a false dichotomy. God calls us to
share the word with the world AND to do good works for the neighbor. A fantastic experience in this course
was the Why Jesus? exercise. I have created a course on Sharing the Good News that I will teach in
adult Sunday school starting April 24th. I hope you can attend.
My Spring 2022 courses begin on March 8th. I look forward to telling you all about them!
God bless,

Brett

Summer Food Program for ABC

Reading Books at
A Brighter Community
Do you have time during the week
to read books to students at A
Brighter Community? Books are
provided by the preschool. The
kids really enjoy hearing the stories
and the readers is also blessed with
making connections with the kids
that will have a long-term impact
on their education and helps to
make them better readers.
If you would like more information, please contact the church
office or Brett Hill. It would be
great to get enough volunteers so
that each person would only have
to go there once a month!

Once a week on Thursday mornings between 10 and
10:30 am, Lindsay Williams picks up food from Florida Food Force, Inc. (11523 Prosperous Dr., Odessa,
FL 33556) and delivers it to A Brighter Community
preschool, where families are able to shop and take
home food. The Williams will not be able to do this
between May 15th to August 1st and are hoping that
someone (or several someones!) with an SUV or
minivan might be able to pick up the food. You simply drive thru and items are loaded for you; you do not
get out of the car at all. Sometimes the pick-up takes
only 20 minutes but other times there is a line, and
you might wait an hour. The cold items need to be
put in coolers, which will be provided, and ice needs
to be picked up to put on it. The food can be delivered immediately afterwards or with enough ice, it
could wait until Friday. If you would like to know
more about this and how you might help, please contact the church office or Lindsay Williams.

Donation Options
Sunday Offering Plate
 On-Line Banking
On-Line Giving through our Website
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**Meets Second Tuesday of the month!**

