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The Mission of All Saints
Lutheran Church is:
To be a family of faith,
empowered by God,
to proclaim Jesus Christ.
We welcome all who
are seeking God’s love
and grace. Our unity
is in Christ.

Congregational Calendar
(Click here for the full calendar)

The Mission Team of All Saints Lutheran continues to monitor the COVID-19 outbreak in
our area. This is the schedule as of now and
new information will be shared if changes are
needed. We strive to put the needs of the most
vulnerable in our community first, so if you are
not feeling well, please do not attend worship.
In-Person and Zoom Livestream Sunday
Worship Services at 9 and 11 am
Masks and safe social distancing are required
while inside the building.
Pre-filled communion cups with wafers are
picked up on the way into worship and consumed by participants after they have left the
building.
Some pews are closed off and markings on open
pews help to maintain safe distances.
The sanitizing crew is working hard to keep our
facility as clean as possible.
People are refraining from singing and sharing
the peace, instead they are humming along and
sharing peace signs or sign language hugs from
their seats!
Virtual Sunday Worship will continue to be
offered through Sunday, March 21st on Facebook or YouTube.
Our hope is this helps you feel connected to
God and the community at All Saints.

In Person Wednesday Lenten Worship
Every Wednesday at 7 pm through March 24th
Thursday Morning Zoom Bible Study
Every Thursday at 10 am
(No Study on April 8th & 15th)
Sunday In-Person and Zoom Live
Stream Worship at 9 and 11 am
Sunday School In-Person and Zoom at 10 am
Mission Team Zoom Meeting
March 9th at 7 pm
Daylight Savings Time Starts — Set clocks
forward one hour before bed on March 13th
Bloodmobile - March 21st from 10 am to 12:15 pm
Advocacy Mtg on Zoom — March 22nd at 7 pm
Book Club on Zoom — March 26th at 6:30 pm
ABC Easter Food Delivery — March 30th
Triduum 1 — Maundy Thursday Worship
April 1st at 7 pm
Triduum 2 — Good Friday Worship
April 2nd at 7 pm
Triduum 3 — Easter Vigil
April 3rd at 8 pm
Easter Sunday Worship
April 4th at 7:45 am, 9:30 am and 11 am
Mission Team Zoom Meeting
April 13th at 7 pm
Wednesday In-person Bible Study
Every Wednesday starting April 21st

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace.
We welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity,
or relationship status (LGBTQIA+). We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health,
imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances, differently-abled or anything that too often divides us.
Our unity is in Christ.

Pastor’s
Parchment
by The Rev. Joshua W. Gyson
“Worshiping the Living God LIVE & An Invitation to Share Your Opinions”
Worshiping the Living God LIVE
It is important for each of us to know that we are not alone in our struggles in life and
that our Church family is always walking with us. For me, this is one of the most important ways that I know God is in my life and how I experience the risen Jesus Christ. It
brings me joy to be a part of a community that shares one another’s burdens and that we
always have a shoulder to lean on.
When the Coronavirus hit last year, I prayed very hard that God would hold us together
as a community of faith…because each and every one of us was going to have to know
that we were going to get through this together. One of our biggest efforts towards this
goal was to include a worship opportunity online. Worshiping together as a community,
where we are fed with Word and Sacrament, is the most important key to our survival.
BUT, one thing that always disappointed me was that a pre-recorded service meant that
we really weren’t together in some way in our worship. Not only were we spread out in
our homes, but we were worshiping at various times whenever it was convenient. And,
well, worship just isn’t about convenience.
In an effort to try and gather us together again, worshiping together at least at the same
time, the Church leadership has been working on a project to do just that. And I am
overjoyed that we can now officially announce that worship at All Saints is again at 9am
and 11am for all of us! Because you see, we are supposed to worship in community! And
with the new livestreaming option at All Saints, we are being brought back again together
to worship as the one body that Jesus Christ has made us to be. When the confession
and absolution is shared, you can again participate live, not just to a pre-recorded service.
When the sermon is preached, it is not just something that was said a few days earlier, it
is live and the Holy Spirit is among us together as we listen simulContinued on Page 4
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taneously to God’s Word. When the elements of bread and wine are blessed, we together
again taste and see that the Lord is good in community. And when we pray the prayers of
the people, we can again in unison reply “Hear our prayer.” Not hear our ‘prayers’ but a
singular ‘prayer.’
I am well aware that the pre-recorded services are convenient and well liked by most. And
I am grateful for that. I also know that there will need to be a transition time for homebound members to learn how to access the livestream worship options. Please know that
we will continue to send these links, so that you can access this new worship, through the
Two-for-Tuesday. And if you need help setting your computer/tablet up, please know that
I am happy to help over the phone or in person. Now, this doesn’t mean that you can’t still
come to virtual worship in your pajamas (as you don’t have to share your camera image
with everyone), but it does mean you’re going to have to be ready for worship on Sundays
by at least 11am. This is a blessing.
At the end of Lent, we will share our last pre-recorded service. Until then you have three
ways to worship (pre-recorded, livestream, and in-person). But on Palm Sunday
(03/28/21), and following, we will only be offering worship in-person and livestreaming at
9am and 11am. Again, I pray that this is another step in bringing us back together as the
one Body of Christ that God has created us to be. Know that the livestreaming option will
be a new permanent feature of our worship together.
An Invitation to Share your Opinions
I do thank you all for your patience in transitioning to this new way to worship, and I do
believe that it will indeed be much more meaningful to worship the living God live again.
And as we continue to move forward and hopefully out of the era of Coronavirus, our
Church leadership is hoping that you will help us to do so by sharing your needs and opinions. There will be many decisions that the church leadership will need to make as we
begin to return to a ‘new normal.’ As more and more people are vaccinated, we hope to
see more and more of you return to our in-person worship and ministries. So many things
have been put on hold for over year now and we are very excited to dream again of God’s
work among us. Please help us to do this.
The Church Mission Team invites you to participate in a short survey called “ASLC Congregational Survey for Mission Team Insight.” The leadership of All Saints wants to serve
our community in the name of Christ in the best possible way. To do this, we have recently spent time learning about our local community. And we are now turning to YOU to
help us better understand the needs of our own members at All Saints. As we begin our
planning of what a year post-COVID will look like, your opinions and perspectives can
help shape the future vision of our congregation. We appreciate Continued on Page 6

Mission Team
President,
Jodi McCarty

Recently I was talking with a dear friend from college; she happens to be a Lutheran.
As we were discussing how individual congregations were handling the pandemic, we
turned to the season of Lent. Typically, we focus on giving up something of importance
to us like chocolate or wine or sticking to eating fish on Fridays (a throw back to our
Catholic roots). She said, “I feel like I’ve already given up so much this year, I just
can’t give up anything else for Lent.”
The past year has been filled with much loss for so many. The loss of employment, of
friends and family members to COVID, of fellowship, of in-person school, of travel,
and of being together during the holidays and important milestones. We have all suffered together the loss of normalcy.
As she and I continued our conversation, we came back to the importance of Lent in
our faith journey. I asked if she heard of the “40 Bags” project for Lent. She had not
and wanted to learn more.
The “40 Bags” project encourages participants to declutter their homes by gathering
unused items and donating a bag to a non-profit that serves the community for each
Continued on Page 6
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the time and thought you put into your responses and look forward to discerning our
congregation's path forward in 2021 and beyond. Click here to answer the brief survey
of 10 questions.
Again, I do thank you for your patience as we begin to adjust our worship and ministries
back to more traditional practices, God willing. Please share with me how I can help you
to transition as well. And don’t forget that if you are still unable to come to church, I am
more than happy to come to you and help in any way I can, and that includes Home
Communion, etc. Please share with us your needs and help us to respond faithfully; and
know that in Christ and in this family of faith, you are never alone!
+ In Christ,

Pastor Josh
day of Lent. Our family does this every year, and it serves two purposes. First, it allows
us to “give up or go without” items that take up space that we do not use and can ultimately act as a distraction from what is truly important in our lives.
It also helps to point us to the promise that is coming on Easter morning. We must do
the hard work during Lent, to put fear aside and to focus on our faith in Jesus and the
resurrection. The promise of eternal life for each of us.
My friend did not think she could commit to 40 bags, but she could commit to giving
up one item for each day of Lent. For her, this project helps her to process the fear of
losing that she has felt for the past year and brings forward her faith knowing her future
is built upon her belief in Jesus Christ and the promise of eternal life that is to come.
Pope Francis, an ecumenical church leader, encourages each of us to fast this season,
but in an untraditional way. Please see page 7 for this list. I encourage you to fast in a
way that is meaningful for you this season and to turn the fear of loss into sincere focus
on faith.
Jodi

Listen to your Heart Song
By Melanie Werner

I saw Mattie Stepanek on Oprah over 15 years ago. Mattie
knew he was dying of a rare disease. Wise beyond his years he
became an inspirational poet, singer and writer all before his
death at 13. He said that we all have a heart song, we just
need to listen to it. I like to think heart song is another way of
saying God’s voice.
Looking back on a year with COVID, I hate what it has done to
our world, our families, our children. And yet, I can be thankful
that it forced me to stop and listen to my heart song.
Appreciation of the blessings given that had been taken for
granted: gathering with friends and family; freedom to shop,
travel, work, go to church; hugging and touching.

Discovery and rediscovery of things that had gotten lost in the
busyness of life: cooking, reading, writing, crafting, prayer; learning new things: yoga, painting, scrapbooking; watching nature
parade across the yard; sitting by the lake on a perfect spring
day; watching clouds; listening to rain.
Thankfulness for the blessing of technology and people that
kept us in touch without touching, enabled us to go to church
without going, buy necessities without leaving the house, taking
care of the sick while risking themselves.
Prayers for those who lost loved ones, who have and still
struggle with sickness, loneliness, anxiety, and isolation.
As we travel through Lent, a little prayer:
Dear God, help us all listen to our heart song. Amen

July 24-28, 2022

The planning committee for the ELCA Youth
Gathering has rescheduled the event for
July 24-28, 2022, in Minneapolis. We began fundraising for the previous date when
we expected that the event would be held
in the summer of 2021, but the pandemic
necessitated it to be rescheduled.

Students that are in the eighth grade through the twelfth grade for the 20212022 school year will be able to attend. Students who graduate from high school
in 2021 will NOT be eligible to attend as part of a group of youth, but are encouraged to apply to work as a volunteer at the Gathering.

Please let Marcia Greensfelder (mgreens@tampabay.rr.com) know if your youth is
interested in attending and she is not aware of it, so you can be added to the email
list. Also, if your youth is interested in serving as a volunteer, Marcia can provide
more information as she has served as a volunteer for an ELCA Youth Gathering in
the past.
All Saints members, we thank you for your initial response, and look forward to
your continued support when we are able to resume fundraising.

The Importance of Sabbath Rest
Do you know that the 40 days of Lent don't include Sundays? That's
right, thanks be to God...we get a cheat day!
During this time of focused repentance, God knows each of us still
needs Sabbath time. Sabbath, holy rest in the name of God, is important for each and every one of us. It helps us to sneak away and
reenergize for the ministry ahead. Jesus is our example in this (Mark
1:35). Pastor Josh tries each week to practice the commandment of
Sabbath. In the past he has done this on Fridays, but beginning this
week he is taking Sabbath time each Monday.
Please know that it is still best to reach him at the Church office (813963-0969) or pastorjosh@allsaintstampa.org and if there are pastoral
care emergencies to call him or text him on his cell phone (231-2869675).

Book Club News from Marcia Greensfelder
March 26th at 6:30 pm on Zoom
For the next book club, we are reading Little Fires
Everywhere by Celeste Ng. It is a novel about two
families, brought together by their children, that are
living in Shaker Heights, Ohio, in the 1990's. It is a
“riveting novel that traces the intertwined fates of the
picture-perfect Richardson family and the enigmatic
mother and daughter who upend their lives.” The plot
is thought-provoking and will spark some good discussion!
Please let Marcia know (mgreens@tampabay.rr.com)
if you plan to attend, so she can provide you the
Zoom link which is different than what we normally
use for events at All Saints.

Donate Blood on Sunday
March 21 ~ 10 am to 12:15 pm

Lenten Worship, Holy Week
and Easter Schedule

Save the date to donate in the bloodmobile in the parking lot of All Saints.
There are seven appointments available
and we would love to fill every spot. All
donors will receive a special gift along
with a wellness checkup including
COVID-19 antibody test, blood pressure, temperature, iron count, pulse
and cholesterol screening!

Lenten Worship at 7 pm
March 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th

Click here to schedule an appointment
and use sponsor code #11910.

BE THANKFUL. BE GENEROUS.

Triduum 1—Maundy Thursday
April 1st at 7 pm

Triduum 2—Good Friday
April 2nd at 7 pm
Triduum 3—Easter Vigil
April 3rd at 8 pm (Sunset)
Easter Worship
April 4th—7:45, 9:30 & 11 am
(Tickets Required)

Christian
Social
Services
The Thrift Store continues to be open on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and
Saturdays from 10 am until 4 pm. They are accepting items for the
store as well as food donations.
Please pray for a full recovery for Jacquie Petet, the Executive Director, after her recent fall.

F O R M A T I O N
A
I

In-person and Zoom Faith Formation classes happen
every Sunday in March and April with the exception
of Easter Sunday, April 4th. C lasses begin at 10 am and
end at 10:45 am so we can set up for Zoom live stream
worship. Masks and social distancing are required.

T Elementary age children will gather upstairs in the youth
room and will be led by Andy Malivuk and Steve McCarty.
Middle/High School class will be led by Melanie Werner and
H Julie
Noya in the sanctuary and Adult Faith Formation, led by
Jodi McCarty in Malivuk Hall. All classes also available on ZOOM.

The Zoom link is at the bottom of every Two for Tuesday.
We continue to evaluate our COVID response and
will make adjustments accordingly.

A Brighter Community Spring Family Bags
A gift registry has been set up through Target for items to put together Spring Family Bags for A
Brighter Community. Donations of items from this list would be greatly appreciated as they assist
the families by helping to make ends meet. These bags will be packed on Palm Sunday, March 28th
during Sunday School. Can’t think of a better way to spend Palm Sunday, than by doing God’s
work and helping others!

Easter Candy
Help us to make Easter extra special for youth attending Easter Worship at All
Saints and for the students and their siblings at A Brighter Community Preschool.
For those who are able, please consider purchasing individually wrapped Easter
candy to place in the designated basket in the narthex. The donations will be
used to assemble these goodie bags. A date and time to help assemble
these bags will be available soon. Thank you!

Donation Options
Sunday Offering Plate
 On-Line Banking
On-Line Giving through our Website




5315 Van Dyke Rd
Lutz, FL 33558
Office: (813) 963-0969
www.allsaintstampa.org
PastorJosh@allsaintstampa.org
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Pastor:
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Joshua Gyson
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Judy Callan
Suzy Tkacik
Jon Anderson

Emma Brown
Sophie Thomas
Terri White-Jones

Sandra Odle
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**Meets Second Tuesday of the month!**

