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The Mission of  All Saints 
Lutheran Church is:  

To be a family of  faith, 
empowered by God,  

to proclaim Jesus Christ.  
 

We welcome all who  
are seeking God’s love 
and grace. Our unity 

is in Christ.   



Worship Service Times  
9 am & 11 am 

Second Sunday Meal & Sunday School at 10 am 
 

Adult Music Practice—Wednesdays at 8:00 pm 
return to Thursday practice on April 16 

 

Potluck Supper—Wednesday at 6:30 pm 
Lenten Worship—Wednesday at Noon and 7 pm 

Supper and Study returns April 22nd 
 

Quilters—Wednesday at 9 am 
 

March 1 
New Members Class at Noon 

 

March 8 
Bloodmobile 9:15 to 11:45 am 
Second Sunday Meal at 10 am 
Blessing Bag Packing at Noon 

 

March 10 
Mission Team at 7 pm 

 

March 11 
Kingdom Culture—Heading downtown at 6 pm 

 

March 12 
ABC Spring Family Bag Packing at 6 pm 

at the Williams’s home 
 

March 15 
Brown Bag Packing at 12:15 pm 

 

March 17 
Presidential Preference Primary—7 am to 7 pm 

 

March 28 
Round Table on Centering Prayer at 10 am 

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace.  
We welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity,  

or relationship status (LGBTQIA+). We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health,  
imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances, differently-abled or anything that too often divides us.  

Our unity is in Christ. 

Congregational Calendar 
(Click here for the full calendar) 

 
 

April 7, 14, and 21 
Hope for Healing Class at the Crisis Center 

of Tampa Bay at 6:30 pm 
 

April 8 
Teaching Seder at 6:30 pm— 

No Noon Worship 
 

April 9 
Maundy Thursday Services at Noon and 7 pm 

 
April 10 

Good Friday Services at Noon and 7 pm 
 

April 11 
Bread Baking for Easter at 10 am 

Easter Vigil at 8 pm 
 

April 12—Easter Sunday 
Sunrise Service at 7 am 
Easter Breakfast at 8 am 
Easter Egg Hunt at 9 am 
Easter Worship at 10 am 

 
April 14 

Mission Team at 7 pm 
 

April 15 
Kingdom Culture at 4 pm—No Supper/Study 

 
April 25 

Bishop’s Visit at 9 am at Lutheran 
Church of the Resurrection in Palm Harbor 

 

April 26 
Brown Bag Packing at 12:15 pm 

http://www.allsaintstampa.org/calendar.html
http://www.allsaintstampa.org/calendar.html


Pastor’s 

Parchment 
by The Rev. Joshua W. Gyson 

  

 

I am happy to share with you a new and exciting ministry at All Saints. It is called “Round Ta-
bles,” and will operate as small group forums on topics of  diverse interest. My hope with this 
new ministry is to foster close-knit community where more intense and edifying conversations 
can occur in a safe space. 
 
The “Round Table” events will arise based on the desire of  the community. The topics might 
include book studies, movie outings, thematic Bible Studies, parenting, etc. The possibilities are 
only limited to our imaginations!  
 
I look forward, myself, to leading some of  these small group discussions; 
however, this is also an opportunity for you to step into a leadership role 
and come up with your own great ideas! Your responsibilities as a group 
leader, if  you have an idea already (and I know some of  you do!) is to 
make sure that the event is advertised, fits the church calendar (if  event is at the 
church building), and to make sure that everybody who wants to join in the conversation is 
welcome. It is that simple, and yet I truly believe that taking the time in small groups, based on 
like interests, will genuinely help our community grow in faith and relationship. 
 
I am also very happy to share that “Round Tables” also helps us to live into our New Reconcil-
ing in Christ Ministry where we have pledged to make “changes necessary to ensure full partic-
ipation in all sacraments, inclusive liturgical resources, and ministries of  the Church, inviting all 
people into Gospel lives of  authenticity, integrity, and wholeness.” The “Round Table” logo is 
a visual representation of  equity and equality in these discussions, something every RIC con-
gregation values.  
 
If  you want to see how this works, I invite you to join me at the first ever “Round Table” at All 
Saints. The topic will be an introduction to the spiritual practice of  “Centering Prayer,” which I 
just have to say fits the season of  Lent like a glove! Look for the signup sheet in the narthex. 
 
As your pastor, I thank you all for helping to foster a community 

Continued on Page 6 



Mission Team 

President, 

Jodi McCarty 

Our sanctuary has several images of rainbows in the stained glass (one I shared in the 
last newsletter and a new one for March) and these images speak to me every time I 
see them.  And yet I see them in very different ways depending on my mood, what is 
happening in my life and the world around me.   
 
A rainbow is made up from seven different bold and beautiful colors and each is unique 
in its own rite.  However, when viewed together we see a message of inclusion and co-
hesiveness. This is diversity displayed in a gorgeous image. 
 
We also find peace and tranquility in the rainbow.  We see peace and hope. And in 
March sometimes we even see a pot of gold and a leprechaun at the end of the rain-
bow! 
 
Most importantly, we see God’s promise in the rainbow. “8Then God said to Noah and 
to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your 
descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the 
domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the 
ark. 11I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the 
waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”  12God 
said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living 
creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, 



and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 
14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 
15I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every 
living creature of all flesh” (Genesis 9:8-15a—NRSV).  
 
But to see this beautiful promise, we must first endure the rain and the 
storms that happen in life.  During the darkest hours, we look for the 
ray of sunshine that provides us the promise of God’s blessings, grace 
and love. And when the sun peaks out from the clouds, we look to the 
sky and see all of those things and more in the promise of the rainbow. 
 
My hope for you this spring is that you find rainbows in surprising and 
hidden places. And as you search for these beautiful symbols may you 
also be the tiniest glimmer of sunlight to someone that needs to find 
God’s promise in an emerging rainbow. 
 
       Peace, 
 

        Jodi  

All Saints’ Newest Seminarian…Courtney Noya 
 

 I am happy to announce that on February 28th, I met with the Florida-

Bahamas Synod Candidacy Committee for my entrance meeting. The Commit-

tee decided at that meeting to positively entrance me into the Candidacy 

process, which means that the Florida-Bahamas Synod is endorsing and sup-

porting my decision to pursue rostered leadership within the ELCA. 
 

Over the next few weeks I will finish applying to schools and discerning where 

I would like to receive my seminary education. As of right now, the plan is to pursue a Mas-

ters of Divinity in Word and Sacrament, which means I would be rostered as a Pastor within 

the church.  
 

I’d like to extend my appreciation and gratitude towards All Saints for helping me grow my 

skills and talents and nurture my spiritual gifts throughout the years so that I am able to 

pursue this call with confidence and joy. 
 

I will be keeping the congregation updated on my choice of school as well as my progress 

throughout seminary.  



where all are welcome always, and for your willingness to share your specialized expertise on 
your topic of  interest, or just willing to listen to something new and be vulnerable in a place 
where you know you are loved and appreciated. 
     
        + In Christ,  
 

         Pastor Josh 

Pastor’s Parchment—Continued from Page 3 

88 Quilts 
By Scott Sanderson 

 
Eighty-eight were made 

Throughout the year 
By proud church ladies 

Who toiled along 
Though pained and worried 
About life’s daily pressures 

For they knew that something greater was in store 
For those of whom the quilts were sewn. 

 
Eighty-eight quilts 

Handmade with care 
To be sent to a world in need 

To those forgotten and in despair 
A lonely child 

A forgotten senior 
A worried teen 

A scarred solider 
Each with a blessing, bold and true 

That they may bring the Light of Christ 
Into a world, that only darkness knows. 

 
Peace to those who toiled long 

To sew the cloth 
To work the thread 
To fill the padding 
Of those quilts,  

Whose noble hands can now relax as 
The task they chose, has been completed 

And eighty-eight souls touched, now will be. 



Lutheran World Relief (LWR) 
75 years of Comfort and Care  

 
“In 1945—by the end of the Second World War—an estimated one-fifth of the world’s Luther-
ans were left homeless.  That same year, Lutheran churches in at least 20 states mobilized to 
help in Europe through a new agency called Lutheran World Relief.  It was also the year the 
first LWR Mission Quilts reached families in war-torn Europe.   
 
Within a decade, your quilts and kits were reaching our struggling neighbors across the globe, 
in villages off the radar of the rest of the world.  Today, the Quilt and Kit Ministry is LWR’s 
longest running program.   
 
For three generations, you’ve extended God’s mercy through the warmth of nearly 27 million 
Mission Quilts.  Each quilt sewn, each kit packed is a statement of faith, hope and love.  A 
sign of solidarity. A reflection of God’s loving presence in a world still rife with suffering.”  
 
All Saints has been doing Quilts and School kits for at least 20 years. We are now able to track 
where these item go and can see they are reaching many countries around the world!   
 
 2019 2018 2017 2016 
Quilts:  Georgia and Mali Zambia Peru/Burkina Faso Dijbouti/Mali/Dubai 
School Kits: Lebanon Armenia/Iraq Iraq Nicaragua 
 
We recently displayed the 88 quilts completed by the quilters (see picture/poem on facing 
page) and 50 school kits that we assembled during an intergenerational event.  All these items 
were boxed and delivered to Good Shepherd for delivery to LWR.   
 
There are other kit options our church could do. There are detailed instructions on what items 
should go in each kit. These kits include Personal Care, Baby Care, and Fabric (for sewing).  
There are several funding opportunities available for new ministry. If you are interested in 
heading one up, please contact the church office.  
 

Click here for more information on Lutheran World Relief 
 

From the 2020 Quilt and Kit Ministry Guide 

https://lwr.org/


Second Sunday Meals are a great opportunity to come together as one congre-

gation while raising funds for mission and ministry.   

 

On March 8, we will have a taco bar/nachos with proceeds going to our monthly 

food ministry for people who are food insecure. This ministry is done in conjunc-

tion with Kingdom Culture and will happen on March 11th and April 15th.  

 

Because of Easter falling on the Second Sunday, we are considering Easter Break-

fast as our meal for the month.  We hope you will join us for breakfast! 

 

Mother’s Day is the second Sunday in May so our meal will move to third Sunday 

and will also be our annual Autism Walk. This is also Bella’s Confirmation Sunday! 

Information and Conversation  

March 29th during Sunday School 

We voted to becoming a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation.  We have our certifi-
cate posted in the narthex, and we proudly include our updated Welcoming Statement 
on our printed literature.  But, that can’t be the end of the story, right?  So, what comes 
next? 
 

During the Sunday school hour, a representative for Reconciling Works, will hold an in-
formal conversation to discuss how things are going since the vote and how we are liv-
ing out that welcome and inclusion. We will talk about the ReconcilingWorks organiza-
tion and what the Central Florida Chapter does.   
 

Our hope is through discussion and discernment, we can determine those next steps, 
one of which will include a Round Table discussion on Sexual Orientation, Gender 
Identity, and Gender Expression.  
 

This Information and Conversation session is appropriate for Confirmation students 
through adults and everyone is encouraged to participate whether you normally attend 
Sunday School or not.   



Book Club 
 

The date of the next Book Club is not on the calendar as of 

yet, but the book we will discuss has already been selected, 

The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Society. This is a his-

torical novel by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows and is 

about a letter exchange between a London-based writer and 

residents on the island of Guernsey, England in 1946. The let-

ters prompt the writer to go visit the island, where she gets an 

idea of what it like to live under the German Occupation during 

WWII. Get reading and look for Book Club details soon!  

Hope for Healing Group 
for loved ones and friends of  individual impacted by trauma 

 

April 7, 14 & 21 from 6:30 pm to 8 pm 
 

Corbett Trauma Center, a division of  the Crisis Center 
of  Tampa Bay, is offering this educational class which 
emphasizes the psychological and physical effects of  
trauma, ways to support those impacted by trauma, and 
self-care strategies for both the survivor and the support-
er. Synod Parish Deacons will participate in this training, 
but others interested in the topic are welcome to attend.  
 

Participants (18 and older) should engage in all three of  
the sessions at the Crisis Center facility located at One 
Crisis Center Plaza in Tampa.  

 

Week 1:  What is trauma and what are  
common reactions of  trauma? 

 

Week 2:  Impact of  trauma on survivors and supports 
 

Week 3: Strategies for supporting the survivor & 
self-care and coping strategies 

 

Advanced registration is required by calling 813-964-1964  
or by emailing CorbettGroups@crisiscenter.com. 



Blessing Bags—March 8th at Noon 

Lenten Worship 
March 4, 11, 18, 25, and April 1 

 

Services at Noon and 7 pm 
Potluck Meal at 6:30 pm 

 

The focus of this year’s 
Lenten Discipline will be on 
Prayer using resources from 

ELCA World Hunger. 
Following the evening 

worship, there will  
be time set aside for  
Spiritual Practices. 

 

Teaching Seder 
April 8th at 6:30 pm 

 

Sign up and bring a  
“kosher-style” dish to share. 

Bag Packing for  
A Brighter Community (ABC) 
 

ABC Spring Family Bags 
March 12th at 6 pm 

at the Williams’s home 
 
 
 
 

ABC Brown Bag Packing 
March 15 and 29 at 12:15 pm 

April 26 at 12:15 pm 

Bishop’s Visit 
April 25th  

9 am to 12:30 pm 
 

Lutheran Church of  the Resurrection 
Palm Harbor 

 

This will be a day of  discussion, fellow-
ship, and worship.  The time with Bishop 
Suarez will be space for conversation and 
visioning together.  
 

9 am - Gathering Time with 
light breakfast 

 
10 am - Bishop's Time 

 
11:15 am - Eucharist with renewal 

of  ordination vows 
 

12:30 pm - Sending  
 
There is no cost for this event, but a do-
nation will be received for the host for 
the pre-gathering refreshments.  

Bloodmobile—March 8 
 

9:15 am to 11:45 am 
 

Free wellness check,  
insulated water bottle, 

and $10 e-gift card 



Luther Springs Sleep-Away Camps  

Hawthorne, Florida—June 14 to 19 
 

This is the date the church has set aside for Sleep-Away Camp. You are 

welcome to select a different week for your child if that works better for 

your family. For additional opportunities go to  https://luthersprings.org/

summer-camps/.  The church will help with the cost of all early registra-

tion which is the first price listed, so please let us know if your child is in-

terested so we can get them registered before March 15th!  We will regis-

ter as a group so you do not need to register online at this time. 

Grades 6 to 8—Horse & Kayak 

Grade 9 to 12—Hurricane Disaster 

    Response** 

 

**25 Bright Futures Community Hours 

 

By March 15—$479/by April 20—$519/ 

by May 1—$544 

Grades 1 & 2—Week Long Mini Camp 

Grades 3 & 4—Discovers Camp * 

Grades 9 to 12—Leadership Lab * 

 

By March 15—$409/by April 20—$449/ 

by May 1—$474 

Vacation Bible School 
June 22nd to 26th 

6:30 to 8:30 pm 
Age 3 to Completed 5th Grade 

 
Luther Springs Day Camp at All Saints  

July 13 to 17 
9 am to 3 pm 

Completed Kindergarten / Middle School Option  

https://luthersprings.org/summer-camps/
https://luthersprings.org/summer-camps/


5315 Van Dyke Rd 
Lutz, FL  33558 

 

Office:  (813) 963-0969 
 

www.allsaintstampa.org 
PastorJosh@allsaintstampa.org 

office@allsaintstampa.org 
 

Mission Team 
 

Pastor: Joshua Gyson 
President: Jodi McCarty 
V President: David Walkowiak 
Secretary: Emma Brown 
Treasurer: Anne Sylvester 
 

Jon Anderson Judy Callan 
Lynn Chellarajan Heidi Lacko 
Sophie Thomas Anthony Williams 

 
**Meets Second Tuesday of the month!** 

Donation Options 
 

 Sunday Offering Plate 
 On-Line Banking 

 On-Line Giving through our Website 

Easter Candy: Individually wrapped can-
dy is needed to fill the plastic eggs for 
the Easter Egg Hunt.  Donations can be 
placed in the marked basket in the nar-
thex.  

 
Easter Lilies: Please sign up to sponsor 
Easter Lilies on the announcement 
board in the narthex. In your dedica-
tions, if listing an individual name, 
please be sure to include  
“in honor of” or  
“in memory of”.  
Cost of lilies is  
$8 each.. 

 

April 9th—Maundy Thursday 
Services at Noon and 7 pm 

 

April 10th—Good Friday 
Services at Noon and 7 pm 

 

April 11th 
Bread-baking for  
Easter at 10 am 

Easter Vigil at 8 pm 
 

 

April 12th—Easter Sunday 
Sunrise Worship at 7 am 
Easter Breakfast at 8 am 
Easter Egg Hunt at 9 am 

*Easter Worship at 10 am 
                                    *Youth Choir will sing! 

Holy Week and Easter  


