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The Mission of All Saints
Lutheran Church is:
To be a family of faith,
empowered by God,
to proclaim Jesus Christ.
We welcome all who
are seeking God’s love
and grace. Our unity
is in Christ.

Congregational Calendar
(Click here for the full calendar)

The Mission Team continues to monitor the
CDC guidelines in regards to COVID-19.
This is the schedule as of now and new information will be shared if changes are needed.
We strive to put the needs of the most vulnerable in our community first, so if you are not
feeling well, please do not attend worship.
In-Person and Zoom Livestream
Sunday Worship Service at 9:45 am
Masks and safe social distancing are required
while inside the building.

We will continue to offer communion at the
rail as long as masks are only lowered briefly
to partake of the elements and then put back
into place AND you safely social distance between family units. This will take a bit more
time to commune everyone but is imperative
if we want to be able to continue to have
communion at the rail. If you are not comfortable going to the rail where people will be
lowering their masks, there are pre-filled communion cups near the baptismal font. They
can be consumed outside or at home.
We also ask that you please exit the building
immediately following worship and visit outside instead of in the narthex.
Lysol Wipes are in each pew. Please use to
disinfect all surfaces you touch before leaving
the worship space. When you are done, wipes
can be placed in the basket on the pew.

Wednesday Dinner Church at 7 pm
Potluck Meal — Bring a dish to share!
Thursday Morning Zoom Bible Study
Every Thursday at 10 am
Sunday In-Person and Zoom Live
Stream Worship at 9:45 am
Sunday School at 11 am
(unless there is a Ministry Meal)

Campfire Conversation — January 28th at 6:30 pm

Pasco Pride Festival — February 5
from 10 am to 4 pm
Lectio Divina—February 6th at 7 pm and
February 8th at 1:30 pm
Zoom Mission Team — February 8th at 7:30 pm
Bloodmobile — February 13th
from 10 am to 12:15 pm
Ministry Meal — February 20th after Worship
to benefit METAvivor
CPR & First Aid Classes
February 22nd at 6:30 pm
Advocacy Zoom Mtg — February 28th at 7 pm

Ash Wednesday — March 2nd
Lenten Worship on Wednesdays in March
Ministry Meal — March 13th after Worship
hosted by the Advocacy Committee

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace.
We welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation,
gender identity, or relationship status (LGBTQIA+). We welcome all without regard to
addictions, physical or mental health, imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances,
differently-abled or anything that too often divides us. Our unity is in Christ.

Pastor’s
Parchment
by The Rev. Joshua W. Gyson
Happy New Year!
Throughout my life, I’ve had the opportunity to spend New Year’s Eve in some pretty
amazing places. I remember as a child watching the ‘conch’ drop in Key West. As a college student, I was in New York…but never actually got anywhere near Times Square.
Newly married, my wife and I spent a New Year’s Eve in Chicago.
You might imagine that I’ve had some pretty spectacular New Year’s Eve celebrations,
but in truth I’ve always been disappointed on New Year’s Eve. I’m an idealist, and this
can sometimes make me get so hyped up that nothing can live up to what I’ve created in
my mind. I get let down a lot when I let that happen.
But I refuse to let my hopes get dashed about this next year! What do I hope for next
year? I’ve got to be careful…last year I hoped for an end to COVID-19. We all know
how that worked out, sadly. So instead of being specific, instead of getting my fantasy
hopes up, I have decided this year to just hope in God. I’ve made up my mind to let God
surprise me. I’ve decided to put my hope in the one thing that my faith promises me will
never let me down.
Christian hope is a little different than unrealistic hope, like I have when I get set in my
idealistic mindset. Christian hope, hoping in God, is more about not knowing what is
coming but still having the confidence that, because the future is in God’s hands, it must
be good. It’s more about faith in that I know beyond a shadow of a doubt that God
loves me and God loves you and God loves this world…and that no matter what happens God is going to be with us in the midst of it all, surprising us with a generosity and
grace that has only been exemplified properly on earth in the Cross of Jesus Christ.
Continued on Page 6

Dinner Church
Every Wednesday at 7 pm
We started this new format back in September
and
participation
has
been
increasing!
The
meal is potluck, and we
meet outside under the
portico.
The evening starts with the reading of the
Psalm for the upcoming Sunday and a review of the questions. After prayer, we prepare our plates and sit down at our tables
for discussion. When everyone is done eating and discussion, we talk about the questions as a group. It is interesting to hear the
different perspectives on the questions as
they are discussed as a group.
Once the discussion wraps up, we participate in Holy Communion, and then clean
up as a group. We hope you will consider
joining us for Dinner Church at All Saints.

The ELCA Youth
Gathering
team
announced
that
after much prayer, conversation,
and tears, they
made the difficult decision to
cancel the 2022 Gathering due
to the ongoing pandemic, the recent COIVD-19 surge, and public
health considerations.
It is unfortunate that thousands
of young people will miss out on
this amazing experience. Please
pray for the youth, parents, volunteers, and planning teams that
have been or will be impacted by
this cancellation.

Lectio Divina
Sunday, February 6th at 7 pm
OR Tuesday, February 8th at 1:30 pm
Lectio Divina is sometimes referred to as praying the
Scriptures. It is a way of transforming words and images into heart-centered prayer. It is not a Bible
study, but a pathway in spiritual growth. The learning comes through the experience of quiet Scripture
meditation and prayer, not accumulating intellectual
knowledge.
The vision of a Lectio Divina Group is to offer compassion and pray for one another and to become
more like Jesus by being with him in community and
listening to Scripture with our hearts.
You are invited to join us as we listen for God’s invitation to us to become more Christlike.

Mowing
Schedule
Did you know doing yard work is a great way to
be present with God in nature, to improve cardiovascular health, to disconnect from the demands
of email and cell phones, to soak up Vitamin D,
and to look really cool while riding a tractor?
All Saints needs YOUR help to keep our lawn
looking sharp. We are prayerfully asking for your
consideration of assisting in the church lawn
maintenance by signing up in the narthex.
All the equipment you need is available at the
church, and we can train you if you have never
done this task. Thanks for considering!

Mission Team
President,
Judy Callan

My church experience, from being in the choir at my church in Chicago growing up, to
being on church council at Augustana Campus Church in college, to serving on various
boards at my previous church in Land O’Lakes, has always involved being an active
member and serving in whatever capacity I was called. My new role as President is not
a new one for me, but writing articles and coming up with creative ideas is new. My
previous writings have mainly been in the form of reports when I worked as a School
Psychologist, so I ask your patience as I evolve into this part of the job.
When I joined All Saints around five years ago, I did so because when I visited it felt
like “home” to me. Folks were friendly to all and inviting my involvement. I must admit
the “sharing of the peace” in pre-Covid days was a bit overwhelming. Sadly, our current
sharing of the peace is a far cry from what it used to be!
This past year or so has forced us to make changes that are uncomfortable, but necessary. I truly appreciate the fact that we, as a church body, are willing to accept personal discomfort to protect the most vulnerable in out midst. Hopefully, we will get past
this pandemic and return to “normal” life soon. I so look forward to moving around the
sanctuary giving hugs of comfort, joy, or even sorrow. I have faith that that day will
come!
As we enter this New Year, let us be grateful for being able to continue to gather as the
body of Christ and to support each other and the mission work we continue to do.
May this year be one of opportunity for service and allow us to be a blessing to others!

Judy

Pastor’s Parchment—Continued from Page 3

My hope rests not in what this world does, or what happens in this world. My hope rests
not in what I make of the New Year, or even the New Year itself. My hope rests not in
pipe dreams…I’ve been disappointed too many times before. My hope right now rests in
the only thing that deserves it, God…and God’s promised presence to be with us, which
we were just reminded of on Christmas Eve (Emmanuel).
I pray that you may experience the Christian hope right now…not that this next year is
going to be the best ever BUT instead that no matter what happens we can and will always hope in the one thing that will never let us down, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Happy New Year. Sincerely. May our hope always rest in God.
+ In Christ,

Pastor Josh

February Ministry Meal for METAvivor
February 20th after Worship
Did you know that 115 individuals die each day from Metastatic
Breast Cancer (MBC) in the United States, but only 2% to 5% of
funds raised for research is focused on already metastasized patients. And, roughly 4% of newly diagnosed breast cancer patients
are Stage IV at initial diagnosis, and an additional 30% of people
who are diagnosed with early stage breast cancer will eventually
metastasize.
Our Ministry Meal in February is to bring awareness to MMC and to receive
donations to support the work that is being done by METAvivor. METAvivor
is the largest non-profit dedicated to the disease and one of the only dedicating 100% of their proceeds to research. Since 2009, METAvivor has awarded 135 Research Grants totaling $18 million.
The meal will be a Baked Potato Bar with plenty of toppings to make a delicious lunch time meal that you can eat in or carry out!

March Ministry Meal
March 13th after Worship
The Advocacy Team at All Saints over the next few weeks
leading up to March ministry meal will be sharing information on some Florida environmental concerns which include Piney Point, Red Tide, and Superfunds.
During the March Ministry meal, we will be having a Quiz
Show with the opportunity to win some wonderful prizes.
Even better is that all the answers are contained within the
information being shared with you.
We hope to make this a fun, educational event while raising
funds to purchase trees for the east side of our property.

Thursday Zoom Bible Study
10 am
Pastor Josh is immersing us in
scripture with a study of First
Corinthians as we go through
this book chapter by chapter.
Even if you can’t make all the
classes, you are encouraged to
drop into one. These deep dives
challenge us to think differently
about many of the Biblical stories we thought we knew so
well. Consider joining on Zoom
and come learn something new!
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Sunday School for all ages
(Every Sunday with the
exception of Ministry Meals)

Sunday school has something for everyone!
Plus, it is a great way to join in fellowship and
education at the same time.
Our littles and elementary youth are having a
blast learning and worshipping in the sanctuary.
The confirmation group can be found hanging
out upstairs or outside in good weather, talking
about the Gospel reading for the day and how it
applies to our daily lives and connecting the
Scripture with the founding documents of our
denomination.
The Adult class, which includes our confirmed
youth, is held in Malivuk Hall. This discussion
connects the Word of God with daily life experiences and helps strengthen faith practices in
every day living.
Come, try something new!

Pasco Pride Festival

February 5th from 10 am to 4 pm
All Saints will have a booth at this year’s Pasco Pride Festival being
held at Heritage Park, 5401 Land O’Lakes Blvd. This is the new name
for the community center across the street from Christian Social
Services. This is the biggest pride festival in Pasco. There will be
music, food, and fun plus up to 100 local vendors selling unique
items.
You are encouraged to sign up to volunteer to work a shift at our
booth. Volunteers would greet people, share information about All
Saints and our Reconciling in Christ (RIC) commitment to openly
welcome those from the LGBTQIA+ community, and a brochure to
hand out about our congregation. Plus, there is the wonderful opportunity to support local vendors and food trucks all set in a fun,
festival atmosphere.

Advocacy Matters
Advocacy Team

"And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to
one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it
to me.’" (Matthew 25:40)

This piece of stained-glass art was dedicated by the people of Wales after the September 15th, 1963, bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama. Ku Klux Klan members planted a bomb under the steps of the church. Four
African American girls died from the explosion. Many more parishioners were injured. Please see the following links for more information:
The iconic Wales Window inside 16th Street Baptist Church
16th Street Baptist Church Bombing (1963)
Take some time to really look at this picture. Pause… Close your eyes… Now, ask
yourself these following questions:
• What does this image say to me?
• How does it make me feel?
• How does this speak to me about the times in which we live?
• What can we do to end racism and racial hatred?
God bless you all,

Brett Hill

Chair - ASLC Advocacy Team

Book Club News from Marcia Greensfelder
The Book Club picks their next selection from suggestions made from many different genres in hopes that the book selection might entice someone to attend for the
first time based on their enthusiasm for a particular book. The next book is called
The Book of Longings by Sue Monk Kidd, who is also the author of the widely popular book entitled The Secret Life of Bees.
Though a work of fiction, this novel is grounded in meticulous research and written
with a reverential approach to Jesus's life that focuses on his humanity. It is the inspiring, unforgettable account of one woman's bold struggle to realize the passion
and potential inside her, while living in a time, place and culture devised to silence
her. It is a book that will draw you in, make you wonder about who Jesus was as a
young adult before he started his ministry, and what life was actually like, especially
for a woman, during this time in history.
So get reading and be on the lookout for the date/time/location of the next Book
Club as this book is sure to invoke some interesting conversation!

My Fall semester of seminary went very well this year. Academically, I did
well in all of my classes and socially, my roommate Macy and I have become more or less the campus coordinators. We had a successful pumpkin
painting party and Advent cookie exchange and movie night. We are looking forward to more activities together in the Spring, all things COVID
permitting. My Spring semester will certainly be more busy. I am taking
Church History 2, Old Testament Survey, Foundations in Christian Mission,
African Descent Traditions, and an interactive class on urban Columbia. I
will also be continuing at my field ed church for the last semester. If that
wasn't enough, I am going to be continuing working a few hours in the
Business Office at my school, but I have also taken up a teaching assistant
position with Dr. Tony Everett, who is renowned for his Pastoral Care education. Sometime in late March or early April, they will be announcing our
internship sites and I look forward to being able to share that with you all.
Thank you for the continued support that allows me to be able to have
these experiences.

Christian Social Services
5514 Land O Lakes Blvd.
813-995-0088

C.S.S. is in need of the following items:
Suddenly Salad
Spaghetti (no sauce)
Pasta Roni
Noodles
Instant Mashed Potatoes
Pork and Beans
Macaroni
Jelly and Jam
Rice (Uncle Ben’s, Brown, long grain, no 3 lb bags)

Well,
were
eyes
didn’t

I have completed my first semester at Luther Seminary. It was both challenging and extremely rewarding. There
times I was exhausted, times where I felt I just could not do one more thing, times when I had to close my
and pray for God to help me get through. I learned so much, more than I ever imagined I would. I simply
know what I didn’t know. What an experience!

I took three classes this semester: Thinking Theologically/Confessing Publicly, Old Testament—Law and Narrative, and
Christian Public Leader I. My favorite class was Thinking Theologically/Confessing Publicly (TTCP). TTCP is a systematic theology class, which was taught by a truly remarkable professor, Lois Malcolm. In this class, we had two main
questions to answer. First was the question Jesus asks his disciples in Mark 8:29, “Who do you say that I am?”
Second was “What are God’s promises in Jesus through the Spirit for us—as communities and selves—and for our
neighbors in the world?” Neither are small questions. Countless volumes have been written on these very subjects.
The most interesting thing I learned this semester was about Paul’s Christology (the nature and work of Christ)—based
on Romans 3-5—which also describes Paul’s soteriology (doctrine of salvation). Here it is in a nutshell: 1) Atonement—
Jesus’ death on the cross is the atonement for sin; 2) Justification—we are justified through faith and faith alone; 3)
Liberation/New Life—through justification, we are made free from sin and given a new life in Jesus; 4) Reconciliation
Union—we are reconciled with God and made one with God through the Holy Spirit; 5) Second Adam/Change of
Form—Jesus is the Second Adam, and through Jesus our entire being is made new; 6) Dying and Rising with
Christ—through our baptism, we drown the Old Adam and rise again in Christ in newness of life.
Interesting and important stuff! I cannot wait to share more with you. God bless.

Peace+,

Brett

Statements and
Offering Envelopes

CPR & First Aid Training
February 22nd at 6:30 pm
Have you or someone you know been
wanting to take a class on CPR or First Aid
classes? All Saints, in conjunction with the
Girl Scouts, will be having Nelson CPR
provide this valuable training.
The First Aid class is $40 and CPR class is
$40. If you would like both, the cost goes
down to $70. If we have 16 or more participants the cost will decrease to $35 a class
or $60 for both, so be sure to spread the
news.
Please contact Marcia Greensfelder to reserve your spot by contacting her at either
mgreens@tampabay.rr.com
or
813.753.2335.

All statements have been either emailed or
snail mailed to all members. If you did not receive yours, please check your SPAM folders.
If you can’ find it, contact the church office
and I will send you another copy.
This year , changes were made to our Offering
Envelope program. In a cost saving effort, we
chose to order a very limited number of weekly
envelopes sets and printed in-house envelopes
for our monthly contributors. So many are giving through their bank or online that this
seemed fiscally and environmentally sound.
If you typically use envelopes but did not receive any, please contact the church office.
Thank you for your continued support of the
ministries of All Saints!

Donation Options
Sunday Offering Plate
 On-Line Banking
On-Line Giving through our Website




5315 Van Dyke Rd
Lutz, FL 33558
Office: (813) 963-0969
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**Meets Second Tuesday of the month!**

