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The Mission of  All Saints 
Lutheran Church is:  

To be a family of  faith, 
empowered by God,  

to proclaim Jesus Christ.  
 

We welcome all who  
are seeking God’s love 
and grace. Our unity 

is in Christ.   



Worship Service Times  
9 am & 11 am 

Second Sunday Meal & Sunday School at 10 am 
 

Adult Music Practice—Thursdays at 7:30 pm 
 

Wednesday Supper & Study at 6:30 pm 
except Second Wednesday Ministry Days 

 

Quilters—Wednesday at 9 am 
 

January 6 
Epiphany Celebration in Tarpon Springs 

 

January 8 
Ministry Opportunity: Kingdom Culture 

 

January 10 & 11 
Synod Parish Deacon Retreat  

 

January 11 
Faith Formation as Evangelism Workshop 

led by Sister Michelle Collins from the 
Florida-Bahamas Synod 

 

January 12 
Second Sunday “Indian Cuisine” Meal at 10 am 

Proceeds to support 2021 Youth Gathering 
 

January 14 
Mission Team at 7 pm 

 

January 15, 22 & 29 
Wednesday Night Potluck Supper at 6:30 pm 

Church History in the American Context at 7 pm  
 

January 16 
Confirmation: Hindu Temple Visit at 6 pm 

 

January 19 
Annual Meeting between Services at 10 am 

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace.  
We welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity,  

or relationship status (LGBTQIA+). We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health,  
imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances, differently-abled or anything that too often divides us.  

Our unity is in Christ. 

Congregational Calendar 
(Click here for the full calendar) 

January 26 
Sunday School returns at 10 am 

Calendar Planning Party after 11 am Worship 
 
 
 

February 1 
Leadership Retreat on  

Emotional Intelligence at 10 am 
 

February 5 & 19 
Wednesday Night Supper & Study at 6:30 pm 

 
February 8 

WinterFest at All Saints 
 

February 9 
Second Sunday Meal at 10 am 

 
February 11 

Mission Team Meeting at 7 pm 
 

February 12 
Ministry Opportunity: Kingdom Culture 

 
February 21 

Book Club at 6:30 pm 
at Marcia Greensfelder’s home 

 
February 26 

Ash Wednesday Services 
Noon and 7 pm 

Mardi Gras Meal at 6 pm 
 

February 29 
Confirmation Retreat on Belief  

from 9 am until noon 

http://www.allsaintstampa.org/calendar.html
http://www.allsaintstampa.org/calendar.html


Pastor’s 

Parchment 
by The Rev. Joshua W. Gyson 

  

 

We begin a new year, again, with our same mission at hand, “to be a family of  faith empowered 
by God to proclaim Jesus Christ.” We begin this new year with a slightly more inclusive wel-
come statement, too, “We welcome all because God welcomes all regardless of  race or culture, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or relationship status (LGBTQIA+). We welcome all with-
out regard to addiction, physical or mental health, imprisonment, socio-economic circumstanc-
es, differently-abled or anything that too often divides us. OUR UNITY IS IN CHRIST.” We 
begin this new year better equipped to do ministry and ready with open hearts and hand to do 
it with whomever God sends our way. And this fills me with hope!. 
 
In hopes of  reaching new communities, I am delighted to share with you that I have received 
our official certification from ReconcilingWorks: Lutherans for Full Participation. All Saints 
Lutheran Church is now officially recognized as a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation. 
And that means a lot for people in our world who genuinely wonder if  they are welcome to 
worship God with us…the answer is clear now, and it is a resounding YES! We are equipped to 
love others unconditionally because God has loved us unconditionally first. 
 
In the hopes of  reaching new communities, and deepening established relationships with oth-
ers, I am also delighted to share with you that we have ‘set aside’ (FYI: that’s what the word ho-
ly means) the second Wednesdays of  the month for ministry outside of  our walls. This is to 
include in particular feeding the food insecure in downtown Tampa with the ministry named 
Kingdom Culture. Beyond this I am also happy to share that every week at ABC we have 
somebody reading to children, somebody dropping off  brown bags, and somebody teaching 
yoga; this long-term relationship is becoming more and more the relationship that God wants 
for us, I believe. And on top of  that, there too are other new ministries coming about with 
Christian Social Services and YES! of  America United, Inc. This is going to be intentional 
hands-on volunteering where we are physically in relationship with others (as well as spiritually 
in relationship, as we have always been). 
 
It pleases me to no end to be a part of  this worshiping community, a 
family of  faith that is dedicated to working through our issues and 

Continued on Page 6 



Mission Team 

President, 

Jodi McCarty 

Our family moved from St. Louis, MO to Lutz, FL in August of 2018.  Steven stayed in 
St. Louis to wrap up details there while Aishlyn, Kahlie, Seannah, our dog Mr. Biggs and 
I stayed on our favorite horse ranch until we could move into our new house. The girls 
were starting school that week and we were all excited yet anxious about our big move.   
 
We definitely missed our friends and our church family in St. Louis.  Leaving our church 
was perhaps the most difficult decision about our move back to Florida.  Our last night 
in Missouri was spent with those dear church friends that we now consider family.  As 
we enjoyed the afternoon outside, a rainbow appeared over the house and stopped 
everyone in their tracks.  It was as if God sent it just for us; a symbol of new beginnings 
and of His everlasting love no matter where our journey led us next. 
 
On our first Sunday in Tampa, the girls and I made our way to All Saints Lutheran 
church not sure what to expect.  I did know that we would find comfort and familiarity 
in the liturgy and the hymns as I was born and raised in the ELCA (the girls as well).  
We were pleasantly surprised to find a warm, welcoming and diverse congregation that 
summer morning!  So many children similar in age to our girls; sincere smiles; music; 
stained glass windows, beautiful flowers on the altar.  It was just what we needed to 
feel at home in this new world.  Steve and I spoke that afternoon and I told him I didn’t 
think we needed to do any “church shopping” during this move, that we’d most likely 
already found our church home. Little did we know that God had a surprise in store for 
us the following week! 



 
The next Sunday the girls and I returned to All Saints for another visit.  I kept staring at 
the Assistant Minister throughout the service realizing I knew this man, but I couldn’t 
figure out how.  Did we work together in Ft. Lauderdale?  Did we go to college to-
gether at North Dakota State? Nothing seemed to fit. As we headed out of the sanctu-
ary and I shook his hand, I finally knew how I knew him!  It was Anthony Williams and 
we went to an ELCA church together in Coral Springs!  Then I saw Lindsay and couldn’t 
believe that all these years later we connected again at All Saints.  We went from zero 
children and trying to start a small group of couples without kids to having six kids be-
tween us!  What are the chances of our families reconnecting in such an amazing way?  
Certainly, a sign we were in the right place.   
 
When Steve joined us in Tampa a few weeks later we 
became members of All Saints immediately and jumped 
right in to everything! Sunday school, Faith Formation, 
choir, fellowship activities, WinterFest; Steve even be-
came a Synod Parish Deacon!  And now, I am leading 
the Mission Team.  What an honor to serve our congre-
gation and to help bring forward God’s dreams and 
plans for All Saints. 
 
Have you ever noticed the stained-glass windows by the 
piano?  I have and continue to do so every Sunday.  
And I did on our second or third visit to All Saints.  The 
other half of the rainbow that started in St. Louis is now 
completed in Lutz. This rainbow is a symbol of our fam-
ily’s commitment to this church community and of All 
Saints’ commitment to impactful ministry in our greater 
community.  It shows that we are a Reconciling In Christ 
congregation and that ALL are welcome here. It’s a sym-
bol of hope and of God’s enduring love for ALL of His 
children.  And, it’s how I know we are home. 
 
Blessings, 
Jodi  



living in this world as the one body of  Christ…dedicated to doing God’s work in a world that so 
desperately needs to know that it is loved. I thank you all for your participation in our shared 
ministries (don’t forget to follow us on Facebook to see a weekly update). And I look forward to 
helping you discover how you can even more deeply impact our shared ministry, and through it 
those in this world that God is asking us to be in relationship with. 
 
As you make your New Years resolutions…or need to figure out a different, more realistic one 
than the first try, I hope you will offer a prayer for our shared ministries at All Saints and ask 
God to show you your calling in our shared ministries. You are an important part of  our minis-
try by just being here, but also know that God has bigger plans for you always! 
 
Happy New Year! And may God bless our mission and ministries of  All Saints, that Christ’s love 
feed the whole world in all of  it’s need. Amen 
 

         Pastor Josh 

Pastor’s Parchment—Continued from Page 3 

Rent  a  T een  
 

Is your To Do List taking all of the color out of your life?  Add a little color back 
by letting someone else help with your chores using ‘Rent A Teen’! Donations 
will support the 2021 Youth Gathering participants. Contact Marcia Greensfelder 
(813-753-2335) to discuss jobs and scheduling. 

 

 



Christian Social Services (C.S.S.) 
 
Perhaps you have heard people in the congregation talking about C.S.S., and always wondered 
what it was.  Our founding pastor, Rick Malivuk, was instrumental in establishing the Christian So-
cial Services Ministry.  Our church was not in a position to fund a food pantry all on our own back 
in 1985, so Pastor Rick worked with other local pastors to establish Christian Social Services as a 
shared ministry.  By working together, the ecumenical churches could provide food, clothing and 
related services for disadvantaged men, women and children in central Pasco and north Hills-
borough County.  In August of 1987, C.S.S. opened it doors and since then has continued to offer 
food, clothing, supportive services and Christian hospitality in the name of Jesus Christ.   
 
In addition to the support that C.S.S. receives from its 18 member and supporting church  part-
ners, it also has a thrift store on site.  Donated items are sold in the shop and the funds help to 
continue the ministry. You are welcome to donate either food items or gently used clothing and 
household items by placing them in the bin in Malivuk Hall.  
 
As if that wasn’t enough on its own, C.S.S. also has other periodic events that have an important 
impact on the people they serve. Right before school starts, eligible school age children come pick 
out a backpack full of school supplies , shop for a new school outfit in the thrift store, and receive 
new undergarments donated by various churches on “Undies Sunday”. They also sponsor an an-
nual dental clinic, as well as supplying local school social workers with vouchers to give to families 
in need so they can choose $20 worth of clothing from the thrift store for their child. 
 
Having just finished up the holidays, you probably also saw all the presents surrounding our Chris-
mon tree!  Every year, we receive about a hundred angels from C.S.S. with a child’s name, age , 
and a gift idea.  You simply select an angel, buy and wrap a gift, and return it with the angel at-
tached.  The gifts are then taken to a central drop off location where they are sorted and packaged 
for each family and distributed right before Christmas, along with a voucher that families can then 
use to purchase their holiday meals.  Vouchers are also given out to families at Thanksgiving.  
You can sponsor a meal by making a donation or $40. This year, C.S.S. was able to supply gifts to                            
234 kids and meals to 78 families this Christmas.  
 

The largest, single donation day for C.S.S. is during the Postal Carrier Food Drive.  Many hands 
are needed to unload carrier’s vehicles, and help in sorting and storing of the food. This event is 
on May 9, and you are welcome to volunteer that day at C.S.S., 5514 Land O Lakes Blvd.    
 

Click here for more information on Christian Social Services.   

https://www.css-helpinghands.org/


Second Sunday Meals are not only a great way to raise funds for mission 
and ministry, it is also an important time for fellowship.  This time is espe-
cially important now that we have two service as it gives us an opportuni-
ty to come together as one congregation while helping support various 
ministries at the same time! 
 
The first meal of 2 02 0 will take place on January 12th between services, 
and will feature Indian Cuisine. Funds raised will support the Youth Gath-
ering Group for their trip to Minneapolis in the summer of 2 021.   
 
If you are interested in signing up to raise funds for a particular ministry, 
please see sign up sheet in the narthex.  We currently do not have a meal 
sponsored for February.  

VOLUNTEERS WELCOME in Panama City 
 
Seeking individuals and groups of up to 25 to donate their time to families recovering from 
Hurricane Michael. Weekly and single day events can be coordinated. Projects will be as-
signed as skill levels are identified. Opportunities include; hanging and finishing drywall, 
paint, carpentry, installing windows, flooring and cabinetry, light plumbing and electrical 
work. 
 
Volunteer camp site is hosted by Messiah Lutheran Church in Panama City. The cost is $10 
per person per night not including meals. 
 
TO VOLUNTEER, contact Kim Hopkins (Kimh@fbsynod.org / Call: (850) 319-2686)  

mailto:Kimh@fbsynod.org


Calendar Planning Party 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19TH 
BETWEEN SERVICES 

C
a

le
n

d
a

r
 

P l a n n i n g  

P
a

r
t

y
 

26 

J a n u a r y  2 6  a t  N o o n  



For all past and present Mission Team members, 

Synod Parish Deacons, Deacons in Training, and 

any other church leaders interested in this topic, 

this is for you! At this retreat, we will be discuss 

Emotional Intelligence. Please let Pastor Joshua 

know that you are interested in attending.   

Book Club 
 

Start reading BURY MY HEART 
AT WOUNDED KNEE by  

Dee Brown. We will meet on 
February 21st at the home of 

Marcia Greensfelder. Fried rice 
will be served (with a meatless 

option). Please bring a side dish.  
We will meet at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Ash Wednesday 
February 26th 

 

Worship at noon and 7 pm 
Mardi Gras themed  

meal at 6pm 
 

Lenten Worship 
March 4, 11, 18, 25, and April 1 

 

Services at noon and 7 pm 
Potluck Meal at 6:30 pm 

 

The focus of this year’s Lenten 
 Discipline will be on Prayer  
using resources from ELCA 

 World Hunger. Following the  
evening worship, there will  

be time set aside for  
Spiritual Practices.   

 

Teaching Seder 
April 8th at 6:30 pm 

February 8 
During the Second Sunday meal on Jan-
uary 12th, there will be a meeting of 
those  interested in helping to revision 
this year’s Winter Fest.  Please contact 
Melanie Werner for more information. 



Luther Springs Sleep-Away Camps  

Hawthorne, Florida—June 14 to 19 
 

This is the date the church has set aside for Sleep-Away Camp. You are 

welcome to select a different week for your child if that works better for 

you family. For additional opportunities go to  https://luthersprings.org/

summer-camps/.  The church will help with the cost of all early registra-

tion which is the first price listed, so please let us know if your child is in-

terested so we can get them registered before March 15th!  We will regis-

ter as a group so you do not need to register online at this time. 

Grades 6 to 8—Horse & Kayak 

Grade 9 to 12—Hurricane Disaster 

    Response** 

 

**25 Bright Futures Community Hours 

 

By March 15—$479/by April 20—$519/ 

by May 1—$544 

Grades 1 & 2—Week Long Mini Camp 

Grades 3 & 4—Discovers Camp * 

Grades 9 to 12—Leadership Lab * 

 

By March 15—$409/by April 20—$449/ 

by May 1—$474 

Vacation Bible School 
June 22nd to 26th 

6:30 to 8:30 pm 
Age 3 to Completed 5th Grade 

 
Luther Springs Day Camp at All Saints  

July 13 to 17 
9 am to 3 pm 

Completed Kindergarten / Middle School Option  

https://luthersprings.org/summer-camps/
https://luthersprings.org/summer-camps/


5315 Van Dyke Rd 
Lutz, FL  33558 

 

Office:  (813) 963-0969 
 

www.allsaintstampa.org 
PastorJosh@allsaintstampa.org 

office@allsaintstampa.org 
 

Mission Team 
 

Pastor: Joshua Gyson 
President: Jodi McCarty 
V President: David Walkowiak 
Secretary: Emma Brown 
Treasurer: Anne Sylvester 
 

Jon Anderson Judy Callan 
Lynn Chellarajan Heidi Lacko 
Sophie Thomas Anthony Williams 

 
**Meets Second Tuesday of the month!** 

Donation Options 
 

 Sunday Offering Plate 
 On-Line Banking 

Lut he r a n  D i s a s t e r  R es p o n s e  ( L D R)  

Au st r a l i a  
 

Intense wildfires which began in September 
2019 has brought catastrophic fire conditions 
for the majority of Australia. Many were 
forced to take refuge along the beach fronts 
and in boats for protection. The wildfire sea-
son is only expected to get worse due to the 
severe drought in the country. LDR is provid-
ing immediate support to The Lutheran 
Church of Australia—South Australia and 
Northern Territory Districts.  

J ak ar t a ,  In d on e s i a  
 

On December 31, 2019, heavy rainfalls caused se-
vere flooding and landslides in the greater Jakarta 
area. Over 60 lives were lost and more than 
495,000 people were affected of which close to 
100,000 lost their homes. While flooding is a com-
mon occurrence, the frequency and intensity of 
rains during monsoon season, as well as the ground 
extraction of water, causing the city to further sink 
below sea level, is resulting in flood disasters for 
the highly populated urban area.  

H ow  you  can  h e lp  
 

 L e t  u s  p r a y  F o r  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e s e  t w o  e x t r e m e  a n d  c a t -
a s t r o p h i c  e v e n t s .  M a y  t h e  L o r d  p r o t e c t  t h e  e a r t h  a n d  a l l  i t s  a b u n d a n t  l i f e .  A m e n .  
 

 M a k e  a  d o n a t i o n  t o  L D R  b y  c l i c k i n g  h e r e .   

https://community.elca.org/lutherandisasterresponse?_ga=2.160208957.16720596.1578512789-1006113115.1548166052&_gac=1.19639882.1575580822.CjwKCAiA8qLvBRAbEiwAE_ZzPQZ2Lo0L4HyWYP8SymmzGMd602SIkmrSJNdSiAPQEZarhfOeCQ3RPhoC0_8QAvD_BwE

