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The Mission of  All Saints 
Lutheran Church is:  

To be a family of  faith, 
empowered by God,  

to proclaim Jesus Christ.  
 

We welcome all who  
are seeking God’s love 
and grace. Our unity 

is in Christ.   



The Mission Team continues to monitor the 
CDC guidelines in regards to COVID-19.  
This is the schedule as of now and new infor-
mation will be shared if changes are needed. 
We strive to put the needs of the most vulner-
able in our community first, so if you are not 
feeling well, please do not attend worship.   

 
In-Person and Zoom Livestream 

 Sunday Worship Service at 9:45 am 
 

Masks and safe social distancing are required 
while inside the building.  

  
We will continue to offer communion at the 
rail as long as masks are only lowered briefly 
to partake of the elements and then put back 
into place AND you safely social distance be-
tween family units. This will take a bit more 
time to commune everyone but is imperative 
if we want to be able to continue to have 
communion at the rail. If you are not comfort-
able going to the rail where people will be 
lowering their masks, there are pre-filled com-
munion cups near the baptismal font. They 
can be consumed outside or at home. 
 
We also ask that you please exit the building 
immediately following worship and visit out-
side instead of in the narthex.  
 
Lysol Wipes are in each pew. Please use  to 
disinfect all surfaces you touch before leaving 
the worship space. When you are done, wipes 
can be placed in the basket on the pew.  

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace.  
We welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation,  

gender identity, or relationship status (LGBTQIA+). We welcome all without regard to  
addictions, physical or mental health, imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances,  

differently-abled or anything that too often divides us. Our unity is in Christ. 

Congregational Calendar 
(Click here for the full calendar) 

Wednesday Dinner Church at 7 pm 
Bring your own food! 

 
Thursday Morning Zoom Bible Study 

Every Thursday at 10 am 
 

Sunday In-Person and Zoom Live 
Stream Worship at 9:45 am 

 
Sunday School resumes  
September 19th at 11 am 

 
Second Sunday Potluck Meal / God’s Work ~ 
Our Hands Sunday — September 12th at 11 am 

 
Zoom Mission Team — September 14th at 7 pm 

 
Youth Gathering Mtg — September 19th at 11 am 

 
Advocacy Zoom Mtg — September 20th at 7 pm 

 
Book Club — September 24th at 6:30 pm 

 
Bloodmobile - September 26th 
from 10 am to 12:15 pm 

 
YES! F.A.I.R.—October 2nd 
9:30 am to 2:30 pm 

 
Zoom Mission Team — October 12th at 7 pm 

 
Synod Assembly — October 15th and 16th 

 
Advocacy Zoom Mtg — October 18th at 7 pm 

 
Save the Date 

 

Church Camping Weekend - December 10th to 12th 

http://www.allsaintstampa.org/calendar.html
http://www.allsaintstampa.org/calendar.html


Pastor’s 

Parchment 
by The Rev. Joshua W. Gyson 

 

It is the responsibility of the Church to help people grow in faith through Worship, Fel-
lowship, Christian Education, Ministry, and more. It is the responsibility of the Church to 
grow Christian leaders who will serve God and continue to make disciples (Matthew 
28:19). And it is a delight to share with you, at the beginning of another school year, just 
how wonderful the opportunities for Christian Education are here at All Saints. 
 

At All Saints, we take this responsibility very seriously! We currently have two seminari-
ans: Courtney Noya (Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary) who is studying in her 
second year and just completed her chaplaincy work. And we have Brett Hill (Luther 
Seminary) who is just beginning his studies…All Saints is his ‘contextual ed’ site. Togeth-
er, with these people, we have the opportunity to help raise them up as quality pastors for 
the ELCA.  
 

We also have five students currently studying in the Synod Parish Deacon Program. This 
is one way to help grow the leadership that will function right here in our congregation of 
All Saints for years to come. This two-year program is based in the Bible, Lutheran Theol-
ogy, and Church History. And there is still room for other students, if anybody would like 
to have a conversation about this leadership/education opportunity. 
 

We also currently offer a host of Christian Education classes throughout the week here at 
All Saints. Sunday school is to begin soon, where we will have opportunities for all age 
groups. Confirmation classes (typically for middle schoolers, though not exclusively) are 
also gearing up. On Wednesday evenings we currently offer ‘Dinner Church,’ which is a 
hybrid Worship/Bible Study/Dinner event where we study the Psalm for the upcoming 
week. On Thursdays we have Virtual Bible Study (on Zoom) where we dive deep into the 
New Testament, usually an Epistle text. AND we might even have coming soon a new 
Christian Education opportunity called Lectio Divina, an ancient and very spiritual way of 
studying Scripture, where we will be looking at the Old Testament text for the coming 
Sunday.  
 

So…what that means is there are LOTS of opportunities here at All Saints for you to get 
closer to God’s Word. And I do pray that you consider joining us 
for some of these Christian Education opportunities, as I believe Continued on Page 6 



Dinner Church  

Coming September 1 at 7 pm 

 
When the early Church met for Worship, it was a little different than 

what we see in the modern world on Sunday mornings. It was more of 

an event that we might call “Dinner Church.” A host with a large 

house invited the whole Church over for fellowship. There was a gath-

ering where people shared the important events in their lives, the 

sharing of the Word of God in response to those things, a community 

meal that included prayers and the Eucharist, and a sending of the 

people of God back out into the world, fully nourished, to live the val-

ues of the Kingdom of God in their everyday lives.  

 

It was truly a beautiful experience when the Church met like this for 

worship! It was something that people looked forward to all week 

long…to return to the company of their fellow Christians for Worship. 

And it is an event that we are going to try and recreate right here at All 

Saints on Wednesday evenings this fall. It’s going to be called “Dinner 

Church” and we hope that you will come worship with us! 

 

We too are going to gather to share stories and celebrate God. We too 

are going to pray and eat in the peace of Christ’s presence among us. 

We too are going to be nourished in body and soul. We too are going to 

experience what it feels like to be sent out as ambassadors for Christ 

and the Kingdom of God on Earth. Our Scripture each Wednesday 

night will be the Psalm for the upcoming Sunday (something I hope 

you are interested in learning more about). Our meal will be potluck. 

All in all, it’s an easy to participate event for all ages where the joy of 

the Gospel is front and center. This is about getting back to the basics 

of what really matters and that includes you being a part of it, if you 

can, each and every week. 

 

Our first “Dinner Church” worship event will be on September 1st at 

7pm. I look forward to a good gathering now that we are able to gather 

and do fellowship safely again. See you in Church, Wednesday’s and/

or Sundays real soon! 

 

-Pastor Josh 



Mission Team 

President, 

Jodi McCarty 

It’s hard to believe that fall is here; so much has changed and yet so much feels 
the same.  Fall is the traditional season of change and as we continue living and 
worshiping during a global pandemic, numerous natural disasters, and global 
unrest, this is also a season of thanks and gratitude. 
 

Even though the world around us is filled with anxiety and turmoil, we have 
much to be thankful for this fall.  My focus on the season of gratitude during 
prayer includes: 
 

• Gratitude for the continued steady and insightful guidance of the Mission 
Team for the emotional, spiritual, and physical safety of our congregation. 

• Appreciation of our congregation’s flexibility, willingness to adopt change 
quickly, and the continued financial support of All Saints through the past 
1.5 years when so many other churches find themselves arguing, separating 
from the Word, and closing their doors. 

Continued on Page 7 



 
• Celebrating Pastor Josh and the Gyson family’s return after sabbatical. Their 

spirits are renewed and refreshed after their special summer and it’s so good 
to see their smiles in-person again. 

that this is important for each and every person following Christ. Consider this a holy call 
for you to dive deeper into God’s Word, and right here in your own congregation of All 
Saints Lutheran Church. 
        + In Christ,  
 
         Pastor Josh 

Pastor’s Parchment—Continued from Page 3 

 

All Saints Members, 
 

As your pastor, I want to share with you my deep gratitude for affording me time for a sabbatical 
this summer. It was one of the most important experiences of my life! And I’d like to share with 
you two things that made it so special. 
 
First, I was able to complete an exegetical project on the New Testa-
ment that I have been working on for the last few years; this was a line-
by-line study with multiple commentaries/resources, in an effort to bet-
ter understand the intent of the author to the original audience and how 
it might apply to the modern audience. To have completed this work 
will benefit me as your pastor, and you in our time together, especially 
in Bible Studies and Sunday Worship. Spending so much time deeply 
studying Holy Scripture was so affirming…I felt God’s presence so 
deeply during this intentional time of study and reflection.  
 
Second, spending the month of July in the home where I spent so much of my childhood was so 
life giving in many ways (the house where my mother grew up, in Kaleva, MI)! I was able to wor-
ship in the Church where I was baptized. I was able to enjoy the feeling of a childhood summer 
with my children, showing and sharing with them so many things from my past, such as, dune 
hikes, and exploring the small towns in northern Michigan that have a dear place in my heart. 
While I was there I was able to reconnect with many family members, but most especially my 
great grandmother (93 y/o)…we spent much time in conversation and going through old photo 
albums. This, in conjunction with a book I was reading on Family Systems Theory, entitled 
“Becoming a Healthier Pastor,” helped me to dive deep into the past of my family and help me 
to better understand who I am a person. I am delighted to share that I have found many ances-
tors, even many up to my 13th great grandparents!  
 
In conclusion, I am returning to my role as the Pastor of All Saints with a renewed energy and a 
deep delight to do ministry with you. I can hardly wait to see you all on Sunday, and if you’re not 
there, then expect a phone call soon. I can’t wait to catch up with all of you. I missed you all. 
And if you don’t hear from me soon enough and would like to schedule time together (in-person 
or over the phone), please reach out to me. I can’t wait to be with you again!!!  
 
       + In Christ, Pastor Josh 



• Appreciation for the 5-year anniversary of Pastor Josh’s ordination, and 
the Gysons’ 5 years of commitment to ASLC! 

• Gratitude for our ELCA church leaders leading through faith and love, not 
fear, and sharing our belief of “love thy neighbor as thyself” by getting 
vaccinated and following CDC protocols and guidelines. 

 

In this season of change, I encourage you to find gratitude and to share it 
with friends and family. We have much to be thankful for, especially the sal-
vation we have in Jesus Christ. 

God’s Work ~ Our Hands Weekend—September 11th and 12th 

This day is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as a denomination – one church, freed in Christ to serve and love 
our neighbor. Service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of our most basic convictions as Lutherans: 
that all of life in Jesus Christ – every act of service, in every daily calling, in every corner of life – flows freely from a 
living, daring confidence in God’s grace. This conviction is also the basis for our Stewardship Campaign this year, 
“Expectations to Action”. Our hope is that you will pick one of the following actions to complete during this time:  

1. September 11th Memorial Service—Click here to register 

2. Christian Social Services — 4 volunteers needed on Saturday, September 11th 

3. Second Sunday Project — Meal for Fire Department 

4. Think of places where you do ministry and bring your list to church to share with others  

5. Complete your “assignment” for the 2021 Stewardship Campaign 

6. Donate to All Saints’ Kiva Loan’s Program—We are already helping 7 people/groups, and with your help we 
can reach even more with (low to no-interest) loans that change lives! 

7. Participate in the ‘Gratitude Scavenger Hunt’ printed on the last page of this Newsletter.  

The Prez Says….Continued from Page 5 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYsdOCqqT8vEtFoN2i89CF28gp_yARbS8U_?fbclid=IwAR2uHyzqN9Fnrv5zJoGiIX92dMVwDlzsHshlvO5BErR-eesZhjTU4qa-aaM
https://www.kiva.org/


Donate Blood on September 26th  

10 am to 12:15 pm 
 

Save the date to donate in the bloodmobile 

in the parking lot of All Saints. There are sev-

en appointments available and we would 

love to fill every spot. All donors will receive 

a special gift along with a wellness checkup 

including COVID-19 antibody test, blood 

pressure, temperature, iron count, pulse and 

cholesterol screening!   
 

BE THANKFUL. BE GENEROUS.  

GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE. 

 

Advocacy Matters 
 

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard  
others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own 

interests, but to the interests of others—Philippians 2:3-4 
 

ReconcilingWorks reached out to our congregation asking if, as a fairly new Reconciling in Christ 
(RIC) congregation, we would be willing to share a bit about our experience in a video that was 
being put together to share at Florida-Bahamas Synod Assembly. Now that Assembly is going 
virtual, we are not certain that everyone will get to see the video, but if not, they do plan to use the 
video in other context.  
 

At the time we were asked, it seemed like we had not done as much as we had hoped to with 
RIC, mainly because of the pandemic. But then we realized in that time, our congregation formed 
an Advocacy Committee and people on that committee were already taking steps to educate 
themselves by with online classes about becoming more welcoming, especially to LGBTQIA+ 
youth, and on justice issues. We also have people making connections with and regularly attend-
ing online PFLAG (Parent, Families, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays) meetings as well as con-
necting with Equality Florida, a group that advocates for civil rights and protections for the 
LGBTQIA+ community. We are also exploring the Trevor Project, which is an organization that 
focuses on suicide prevention of LGBTQIA+. And, we are looking into the possibility of advocating 
on various environmental issues as well.   
 

Our hope is that anyone seeing the video message that Brett Hill shared would be encouraged to 
move their own congregations to become RIC and maybe even form their own Advocacy Teams 
in an effort to become more welcoming.   
 

At a time when we are talking about Stewardship and putting our Expectations into Action, we 
hope you might consider attending an Advocacy Meeting and finding out more about what it is all 
about. It is in this way we can make a difference.  

Thursday Zoom Bible Study at 10 am 
 
For the month of September, we will wrap up 
a study of stories from the Gospel of Mat-
thew.  This was a great summer resource for 
those who couldn’t necessarily attend on a 
regular basis as each session was independ-
ent of the others and could stand alone.  
 
Starting in October, Pastor Josh will immerse 
us in scripture with a study of First Corinthi-
ans. Often times, these deep dives challenge 
us to think differently about many of the Bibli-
cal stories we thought we knew so well.   
 
We hope you’ll consider joining on Zoom as 
you are guaranteed to learn something new! 



Are you in 8th grade through 12th grade (or the parent/guardian of 
someone who is)?  Then you're the perfect age for the 2022 National 
Youth Gathering!  Our group will travel to Minneapolis from July 24-28, 
2022.  During this awesome event there will be opportunities to serve, 
play, hear live music, listen to speakers, worship with thousands of oth-
er youth, meet others...if you want to see a snippet of the 2018 Gather-
ing in Houston, just follow the link on the ELCA website. 
 
We will have a meeting on September 19th, right after the 9:45 am ser-
vice (at the beginning of Sunday School) for those that are interested in 
attending, along with their parents/guardians. Questions? Contact Mar-
cia Greensfelder, mgreens@tampabay.rr.com. 
 
***We will continue the fundraising that began in 2019. Some things to 
watch for are: 
 

- October 2nd Sunday meal fundraiser 
 
- "Rent A Youth" (Contact Marcia for those projects you keep putting 

off!)  
 
- Flamingo Flocking is back! Pay close attention when the info comes 

out, otherwise, you will be FLOCKED! (Of course, there will be a small 
fee to flock someone else, to purchase flock insurance, and to have 
the flamingoes removed if you are flocked!) 

 
We thank the congregation for your support! 

July 24-28, 2022 

The ELCA Youth Gathering  

July 24-28, 2022 

Minneapolis, MN 

 
Planning meeting for those 

eligible youth and their 
parents/guardians on Sunday, 

September 19th at 11 am.   



 

Book Club News from Marcia Greensfelder 
 

Our next book is Carl Hiassen's Squeeze Me. The story, written in 
2020, is about the mysterious disappearance of  a wealthy, elderly so-
cialite from the grounds of  a Palm Beach mansion during a charity ga-
la. This sets off  a manhunt by the local police, egged on by the vic-
tim's wealthy friends, all members of  a social club. Meanwhile, the 
caretaker of  the mansion desperately organizes a cover-up to conceal 
the freakish true circumstances of  the woman's death, for fear of  at-
tracting negative publicity. This book is something very different for 
us. A review calls it "a hilarious novel of  social and political intrigue, 
set in Palm Beach." 
 

We will meet at the home of  Cindy Kamp on Friday, September 24th 
at 6:30 p.m. and have dinner (and eat in a socially-distancing manner), 
followed by our discussion of  the book. This selection is sure to in-
spire some lively discussion! If  you plan on attending, please contact 
Marcia Greensfelder at mgreens@tampabay.rr.com. She will add you 
to the list, give you directions to Cindy's home, and discuss the potluck 
with you. 

Here is a little snippet from my latest blog entitled “The Beautiful and the Bitter-
sweet”. It is about my summer experience with Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) at 
Morton Plant North Bay Hospital in New Port Richey!  
 

“I loved working in the hospital this summer, not because I talked about God 
with every patient I saw, but because I saw God in every patient I talked to.  
Because I saw God in a hospital staff that went above and beyond for their 
patients.  Because I saw God in grief at a death and joy at a wedding. Because 
I saw God in myself— unsure of myself and never feeling quite enough and 
yet always being enough anyways.”   To read the whole blog, click here.  

 
I truly enjoyed being able to worship at All Saints and catch up with so many of you. 
I am back in Columbia now taking fall classes at LTSS. I look forward to sharing 
more of my seminarian experience with you as I continue to grow and learn.  

mailto:mgreens@tampabay.rr.com
https://theeucharistandthestranger.wordpress.com/2021/08/18/the-beautiful-and-the-bittersweet/


 

 

  
 
 
 

 
The Candidacy Committee has granted Brett Hill a positive entrance 
decision into the Candidacy process, which means endorsing and 
supporting his calling to rostered ministry in the ELCA. Brett has 
been accepted into Luther Seminary, where he will pursue a Master 
of Divinity with a concentration in Justice and Reconciliation. Brett will 
begin taking a combination of online and in-person courses starting in 
September 2021. We are very excited for Brett and offer him our 
congratulations and blessings on his journey! 

C.S.S. is in need of volunteers. They are open from Tues-
day to Saturday from 10 am until 4 pm. Volunteers are 
needed to do a variety of tasks, at various levels of physi-
cal exertion from sitting and sorting/tagging to moving 
boxes of food. You need not volunteer the whole time 
they are open, even an hour or two would be extremely 
helpful. For more information, simply stop in (5514 Land 
O’Lakes Blvd.) or contact C.S.S. at 813-995-0088.  

 

Christian  
Social 

Services 



5315 Van Dyke Rd 
Lutz, FL  33558 

 

Office:  (813) 963-0969 
 

www.allsaintstampa.org 
PastorJosh@allsaintstampa.org 

office@allsaintstampa.org 
 

Mission Team 
 

Pastor: Joshua Gyson 
President: Jodi McCarty 
V President: Judy Callan 
Secretary: Suzy Tkacik 
Treasurer: Cindy Kamp 
 

Emma Brown Sandra Odle 
Sophie Thomas Anthony Williams 
Terri White-Jones 

 
**Meets Second Tuesday of the month!** 

Donation Options 
 

 Sunday Offering Plate 
 On-Line Banking 

 On-Line Giving through our Website 

Our stewardship focus this year has been 
on the three parts of 2 Corinthians 9:8: 
  

“God is able to provide you with every 
blessing in abundance, so that by having 

enough of everything, you may share 
abundantly in every good work”.  

 

Through Pastor Josh’s sermons on Sunday, we have ex-
plored what God expects from us and what we expect 
from God. This Sunday, Pastor Josh will talk about how 
these mutual expectations shape how we use our skills and 
abilities to live in community with those around us.  
 

Either in church or in the mail, you should have received a 
post-it note with a “Mission Assignment”. Our hope is by 
actively participating in the Stewardship emphasis, you 
will see how simple little things can have a big impact. We 
hope you will take time to share your stories with us.  
 

It also seems fitting to wrap up our Stewardship Emphasis 
on God’s Work ~ Our Hands Sunday where we will be wit-
ness to putting “Expectations into Action” by working to-
gether to help others and see where it is that God leads us.  

 


