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The Mission of  All Saints 
Lutheran Church is:  

To be a family of  faith, 
empowered by God,  

to proclaim Jesus Christ.  
 

We welcome all who  
are seeking God’s love 
and grace. Our unity 

is in Christ.   



At the July meeting, the Mission Team reviewed our 
mask policy. While in most arenas of our lives COVID-
19 restrictions are no longer in place, we acknowledge 
that medical guidance recognizes it is still a risk. Within 
the Church, we believe we are called to be responsible 
to one another and especially respect the more vulnera-
ble among us. Levels of immunity vary individually, and 
some people will continue to be significantly vulnerable 
to the virus and its potential long-term effects. 
 

We are aware that the Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) continues to recommend self-
isolation and the wearing of masks for all who have 
symptoms of COVID-19, or who have tested positive, 
or who have recently been exposed to someone with 
COVID-19. The Mission Team continues to encourage 
these same precautions.   
 

The CDC also strongly encourages the wearing of 
masks in a county with elevated or "high" COVID com-
munity levels, as presently is the case for Hillsborough 
County. However, the Mission Team also understands 
that among our membership there is a range of feeling 
about risk, both to ourselves and to others. Some 
among us feel strongly about continuing a more cau-
tious approach, while others feel comfortable without 
masking or social distancing despite CDC guidelines.  
 

**At this point, the Mission Team has decided to re-
serve the back three pews on the left side (facing altar) 
of the sanctuary (as well as the space behind those 
pews), as a designated area for worshipers who wish to 
continue to observe social distancing and practice addi-
tional caution. MASKING will be left to the discretion 
of individuals worshiping in this designated area or in 
any other area of our sanctuary.  
 

The Mission Team is attempting to address the personal 
preferences of all our members. As a community of 
faith, we desire to respect those whose positions differ 
from ours. However, it should be noted that the Mis-
sion Team reserves the right to return to more restric-
tive guidelines at any time when it is deemed to be the 
most responsible decision for the safety of all wor-

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace.  
We welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation,  

gender identity, or relationship status (LGBTQIA+). We welcome all without regard to  
addictions, physical or mental health, imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances,  

differently-abled or anything that too often divides us. Our unity is in Christ. 

Congregational Calendar 
(Click here for the full calendar) 

Sunday In-Person and Zoom Live 
Stream Worship at 9:45 am 

 

Sunday School resumes August 21st at 11 am 
(Every Sunday unless there is a Ministry Meal) 

 

Lectio Divina — Tuesdays at 3:15 pm 
 

August 7th 
Bloodmobile in Parking Lot 

Backpack Blessing during Worship 
Calendar Planning Party at 11 am 

 

August 14th 
Ministry Meal for A Brighter Community  

after worship (We will also be packing bags!) 
 

August 15th 
Advocacy Zoom Meeting at 7 pm 

 

August 16th 
Mission Team Zoom Meeting at 7 pm 

 

August 20th 
Fellowship of Saints at 11 am 
at Beef O’Brady’s in Northdale 

 

August 21st 
Sunday School Rally Day at 11 am 

 

August 23rd 
Primary Election from 7 am to 7 pm 

 
Dinner Church resumes September 7th 

 

Ministry Meal: Luther Springs on September 11th  
 

Luther Springs Fall Camping 
November 18th to 20th 

 

Ministry Meal: Quilters — October 9th 
 

Ministry Meal: YES! of America — November 13th 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/community-levels.html?msclkid=d30daa72bb3811ec9a9b58643bf44a3c
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/community-levels.html?msclkid=d30daa72bb3811ec9a9b58643bf44a3c
http://www.allsaintstampa.org/calendar.html
http://www.allsaintstampa.org/calendar.html


Pastor’s 
Paragraphs 

by Interim Pastor Ed Benoway 

Whew! Summer has Come! 

 
 

It has been a long summer with some very hot and humid days here in Florida. It’s hard to get 
out and walk even in the early morning or early evening hours. Whew! 
 

On a positive note, summertime provided breaks for many of  us to enjoy some vacation time, 
perhaps traveling up-north to visit relatives or to a chalet in the mountains seeking renewal, re-
freshment, and relaxation. Certainly our summer Worship attendance reflects the fact that 
many folks are using the time for visits to the beach or lakes, or for travel. 
 

Congregations often think that summertime is a good time to relax their ministries, pull back a 
bit, and perhaps cancel a meeting or two. And there is good reasoning for this. It is challenging 
enough to pull members together for meetings or gatherings when everyone is in town. But 
when folks are scattered in their summer activities, it can be nearly impossible. 
 

Yet as your Interim Pastor, I am mindful of  the many preparations necessary to be ready for 
the arrival of  fall and its important church programs. Public schools resume on August 10th, or 
near about!. We’ll include a blessing of  students, teachers, and backpacks on the Sunday, Au-
gust 7th. Our own Sunday morning faith formation for folks of  all ages begins on Sunday, Au-
gust 21st, with the start of  Sunday School.   
 

Presently, I am meeting with the Mission Team liaisons to the various ministry teams at All 
Saints to clarify the responsibilities of  each team and to begin a process of  discernment and 
recruitment of  members to serve on each team. While the teams do not have to be large, we 
desire at least three or four folks willing to develop a vision of  how the ministry will move for-
ward in the new program year (generally, Sept. to May). When the teams’ visions are combined, 
the result is a proposed or hoped for congregation ministry plan for 
the new year. Whew! Time is growing short for planning. Continued on Page 6 



Synod Assembly Recap 
By Sandra Odle 

 

The 2022 Synod Assembly’s Theme was: Joyful, 
Patient, Faithful. The Joyful part is what stood 
out for me. People at the Synod Assembly were 
greeting acquaintances with such Joy. We have 
had a 2 year absence because of COVID that kept 
this community apart. Newbies to in-person as-
sembly, like me, were also greeted with Joy. Eve-
ryone that was there was there for a reason which 
support our church, the church business, and 
each other. There was Joy in the workshops as we 
learned new ideas and meet new friends. There 
was much Joyfulness in the opening worship that 
carried through the day and into the evening as 
we greeted each other in the hallways and on the 
hotel grounds. The Joy was especially evident to 
us through the singing and music from another 
church meeting in the space next door. It was a 
Joyful “noise”. The highlight was the coming to-
gether of the two Churches in worship and praise. 
In some ways, culture and language may be differ-
ent, but we were all there for the same purpose, 
praising God - Joyfully! 

Lectio Divina 
 

In August, we will meet in the confer-

ence room once a week on Tuesdays at 

3:15 pm for Lectio Divina.  

 

Each session is independent, so it is not 

necessary to attend every one. Some-

times, you might just get a feeling that 

you want to hear better what God is try-

ing to tell you. Lectio Divina can help 

our minds to focus on scripture and what 

God is calling us to do.   

 

If you have additional questions, please 

feel free to contact Beth Lawniczak. 

My Synod Assembly Experience 

By Cindy Kamp 
 

In June, I had the pleasure of attending assembly as a voting member as the Tampa Conference Chair. I 

love Synod Assembly! It is amazing to see what we accomplish as the Body of Christ together. While 

technically a workshop year, there was still business to do such as the elections for various synod-wide 

positions.  
 

One of my favorite times are the “mission minutes”, where we learn about the work of the synod and 

churchwide, along with highlights of how some congregations are fulfilling their missions. We learned 

about seminary scholarships through the Fund for Leaders program. Danny Phelps and Courtney Noya 

were both recipients of these. Plus, there is a new church in Florida whose main focus is on the deaf 

community. Synod Hunger Grants and Novus Way are just some of the other ways we work together.  
 

It inspires me and makes me proud to be a Lutheran when I hear all the ways that our church makes a 

difference in the world.  I also love seeing people I haven’t gotten to know from around the synod. An-

other favorite part for me is the worship. It is always exciting and moving to experience so many lifting 

up prayers and songs of thanksgiving and praise.  
 

If you have never attended a synod assembly, you might want to consider going as the experience will 

deepen your faith and give you a better understanding of the work of the whole of the Evangelical Lu-

theran Church in America.  If you don’t want to be a voting member, you can always volunteer! 



Mission Team 

President, 

Judy Callan 

2022 is now half over! We can look back on the challenges we have 
overcome, but more importantly need to look forward.  
 

I know everyone is anxious to know when we can “call a new pastor” 
or do we have a “call committee?”. It is important for us, as a congre-
gation, to take the time to “put our house in order” before we are 
ready to call a new pastor. Pastor Ed has been helpful in guiding us 
through the process. There are many forms, processes, and congrega-
tional assessments that we, as a church body, need to complete to be 
sure that we accurately reflect our strengths and weaknesses, wants 
and needs, and the direction we see ourselves moving. Some of these 
things are completed or in process, and others will require input from 
everyone. I ask that when we come to the time for congregational 
meetings, retreats, surveys, etc. ALL MEMBERS take an active role in 
the process to provide input as this will result in a better understand-
ing of our needs. 
 

Participation in all areas of worship and ministry is important, espe-
cially now. Participate, volunteer, and pray for direction. This is our 
congregation, and OUR responsibility. Keep your eyes and ears open!  
 

                            Judy 



To facilitate this process, I will work with the Stewardship Ministry Team to coordinate congre-
gational activities and events to provide opportunities for inviting all members and friends of  
All Saints to indicate how they feel God is calling them to serve. Traditionally, this is a sharing 
of  information about one’s investment of  time in missional endeavors, the preferred use of  
one’s gifts and talents, and an indication of  one’s intent to provide financial support to the 
church’s ministries.  
 

In all of  this, it is important to remember this Proverb: “The human mind plans the way, 
but the Lord directs the steps”  [Proverbs 16:9]. We prayerfully seek to discern God’s will for 
our mission and ask the Lord’s blessing upon our vision and plans as they take shape.  
 

See you at worship! 
 
      In Christ and His Love, 

       Pastor Ed Benoway 

Pastor’s Parchment—Continued from Page 3 

 

Thank you to everyone who do-
nated blood at our June blood 
drive. Your gift can help as many 
as three people. It is amazing 
how such a small act can help so 
many people! 
 
The Bloodmobile will be at All 
Saints on the following dates: 
 

August 7, October 9 
and December 4 

 
Please mark the dates on your 
calendar and make plans now to 
help save a life in the future. 

2022  
Donation 

 Dates 

 Backpack Blessing 
Sunday , August 7th  

 
Start the school year off right by bringing your 
backpacks to Church for a blessing. The Back-
pack Blessing is a time for us to ask God’s 
blessing on all students, teachers, and staff. 
Each day as they head off to school, carrying 
their bags wherever they go, we ask God to go 
with them as well. As they open their bags, we 
ask that their hearts and minds be opened to 
the newness of each day. When their bags get 
heavy, we ask for God’s strength. When their 
bags are light, we hope they find joy in all that 
they have accomplished. As they close their 
bags at the end of the day, we pray that they 
might use the knowledge they have gained to 
give God glory.   



Making a Difference through Ministry Meals 
 

Ministry Meals have been successful in supporting the highlighted ministries of this congregation while raising funds 
as well. They are also great fellowship events where you can spend time in a fun and relaxed environment. These 
meals, and the funds they raise, are so important that all of the dates are scheduled through the end of 2022.   
 

On August 14th, we will raise funds for our various ministries with A Brighter Community Preschool. Our church, 
sends brown bags for every week-end, as well as support their onsite food pantry, and read books to the students. 
Judy Callan and Brett Hill are hosting.  
 

On September 11th, we focus on Luther Springs. While you may associate the name with Youth Summer Camps, it 
is also a beautiful place for conferences or retreats, or as an individual or family just wanting respite away from the 
craziness of the world, but still close to home.  Marcia Greensfelder is hosting.  
 

October 9th will be a fundraiser for the Quilters. This group was putting together quilts throughout the summer 
months. This fundraiser will help with fabric, batting, and other supplies. Maxine Hiltbrand and Sharon Valle are 
hosts.  
 

On November 13th, we will show our support for YES! of America. This will be very important as they head into the 
Christmas season and their annual STARS program. Craig Forsell and Liza Stewart are hosting.  
 

December always bring many ministry request, so a Ministry Meal is not scheduled.  
 

If there is a ministry you feel passionate about, then perhaps reach out to the host and volunteer your assistance. 
What we do as a church and as individual’s matters and it does make a difference to those ministries that our congre-
gation supports.  These meals are a great illustration of why our benevolence matters so much.  

 

. . . and the cupboard was [almost] bare! 
 

Although we repeatedly hear on the news that food 
prices are soaring and people are going hungry, this 
reality hit home on a very personal level last Sunday. 
When we went to restock the All Saints’ Little Free 
Pantry, the shelves were virtually empty. Only three 
cans of vegetables, one can of soup, and one box of 
dry soup mix remained! Only a few days earlier, the 
box was completely full. 
 

Clearly, our pantry is serving a large and growing need for food staples in our com-
munity. Over the past month, we have been tracking the items that seem to be most 
in demand. As noted in the Two for Tuesday several weeks ago, the greatest needs 
were for pasta and sauce, canned fruit, and cereal. These continue to be in high de-
mand as are complete meals such as mac & cheese and canned spaghetti with meat-
balls. We currently do not need additional canned vegetables or soup. 
 

Please continue to help keep the pantry full, as you are able. Rather than putting the 
items directly into the little red box, please place canned goods and other food 
items in Malivuk Hall in the bin labeled Little Free Pantry so that we can inventory 
them. If you have questions, please talk to John or Liza Stewart. 

Picture taken August 2. 
Almost bare, again! 

 



F A I T H  Ministry Meal: ABC Preschool 
August 14th after Worship 

 

We have built such a beautiful relation-

ship with A Brighter Community (ABC) 

preschool over the years. 
 

What started out as supplying the kids 

with weekend Brown Bag meals has 

evolved into setting up a food pantry at 

the school for families who were having 

trouble making ends meet, and now in-

cludes reading books to the kids.  
 

Our meal in August will support our min-

istries with ABC. Please see Brett Hill or 

Judy Callan to assist with the meal. 

The Sunday School year begins 
again on August 21st after wor-
ship with classes for elemen-
tary, Confirmation, and Adults. 
 
The whole purpose of Sunday 
school is to help us better un-
derstand Scripture and how 
God uses Biblical stories to 
show us how we live in the 
world today. 
 
If you would be willing to share 
your love of Jesus with others 
by teaching a Sunday school 
class, please let Sandra Odle 
know as soon as possible.   

F 
O 
R 
M 
A 
T 
I 
O 
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Youth Perspective on Assembly 
By Sophie Thomas 

 

I had the honor of attending Synod Assembly this 

year as the youth voting member. To start the as-

sembly off, I attended the Synod Service Project 

where I volunteered sorting food. Food was also 

collected at Assembly. During Plenary Sessions, 

we learned what the Church accomplished this 

year. We also voted on important issues. For ex-

ample, one item voted on was the amendment of 

the synod documents representing the ELCA’s 

stance on LGBTQ+ to possess more appropriate 

wording with the times. I also attended work-

shops learning how to better assist our church. 

One was focused on churches in transition, like we 

are right now. It helped me understand the priori-

ties we must continue to have while searching for 

a new pastor. Another focused on making church-

es more environmentally friendly. We have a 

wonderful head start thanks to work done by our 

Green Team and Advocacy Team. Throughout As-

sembly, I had conversations with rostered leaders 

about how to best support our congregation as 

we continue this time of transition and gained 

very helpful insight. Thank you All Saints for al-

lowing me to represent you at Synod Assembly!  

 Luther Springs Camping 
November 18th—20th  

 

Mark your calendars now to spend time at 
beautiful Luther Springs in Hawthorne. 
You can come for the day, or for one or 
both nights. Accommodations include mo-
tel-style rooms, bunkhouses, or tent sites 
(yeah, that'll be me!). 
 
We'll have time for devotions, fellowship 
and food (I usually cook most meals for 
the group, with help; sometimes we have 
Miss Sarah's delicious dinner for Saturday 
evening).   
 

We'll do a service project, as well as ca-
noeing, archery, and the low ropes 
course. Or pass on all that and sit in a 
rocker on the porch of Kinsport Center! 
 
Questions? Contact Marcia (813.753.2335; 
mgreens@tampabay.rr.com)! 

mailto:mgreens@tampabay.rr.com


Advocacy Matters 
Advocacy Team 

 
"Speak up for those who can not speak for themselves, for the 
rights of all who are destitute, speak up and judge fairly; defend the 
rights of the poor and the needy”. (Proverbs 31:8-9) 
 

This is a definition from the Bible about what advocacy is all about. In the New Testa-
ment, Jesus's Sermon on the Mount is another example. From our Advocacy Mission 
Statement: "We advocate for policies that end injustice, oppression and suffering. We 
use our voice to speak to political and economic power in order to effect changes to-
ward restoring and reconciling our world." Our Advocacy Vision Statement is "to be a 
unified Christian voice that promotes a more just, fair and peaceful world. The Advo-
cacy Team neither supports nor opposes any politician or political party. Our principal 
focus is racial and ethnic justice and LGBTQIA+ rights and inclusion. 
 

Based on feedback we received from the congregation, we have added environmen-
tal issues as well. Recently at our luncheon, we conducted a survey of those that at-
tended and lack of affordable housing and homelessness was brought up as being a 
top concern. We will be discussing this topic in upcoming meetings as well. 
 

I and my partner, Jeffrey, are fairly new members of the church and I feel both 
blessed and honored that the team asked me to serve as chair this year. Although I 
am retired now, I have served in the past as a Baptist minister before I became a Lu-
theran, as well as a CEO for 18 years of a non profit faith based social service agen-
cy in Maryland that provided food for the hungry, shelter for the homeless, housing 
for those in danger of losing their homes, as well as advocacy for the poor. 
 
All Saints opened its doors to us as an inclusive church as well as a Reconciling in 
Christ (RIC) congregation. My hope and prayer is with your help we can collectively 
show others the love of Jesus through our actions and provide welcome to those 
struggling most in our community. Recently we created a slide presentation identify-
ing some our accomplishments in the environment, in outreach and in advocating for 
the civil rights of us all. You may receive a copy if you would like by contacting me. 
 

I was honored to serve as a voting member to the Florida-Bahamas Synod assembly, 
which gave me an opportunity to network with other Lutheran churches. During as-
sembly we learned that a Pentecostal group in the meeting space next to us prayed 
for us as we prayed for them. This was a beautiful reminder of the diversity of the 
body of Christ and how God works in ways we often find surprising but are blessed. 
 
Our meetings are open to all. We meet on the third Monday of each month by Zoom 
at 7 pm. I invite you to join us and to pray for our work. We are looking for members 
to join us, so if you feel so called, please email me at: BScott9744@aol.com. If you 
have ideas/recommendations please email me. 

mailto:BScott9744@aol.com


 

Book Club News 
 

Our next book is Katharina: Deliverance by Margaret 
Skea. It’s a historical fiction book about Katharina 
von Bora, better known to us as Katie Luther. It fol-
lows her life from early childhood to her meeting 
Martin Luther on Easter Sunday 1523. This is her 
story—of courage, resilience in the face of adversity 
and a determination to choose her own life. Date 
and time of the next get together will be announced 
soon.  

It was wonderful to be able to come home to visit and worship in my home congregation. 
While it was very brief and relaxing, since I left the weeks have been packed!  
 
In early June, I attended both the Florida-Bahamas and South Carolina Synod Assemblies on 
behalf of my seminary to do some promotional work. During that time I also finished up 
my part-time job with Southern Way Catering. On June 18, I made the big move to Clemson 
to begin my internship with University Lutheran Church. I had a small welcome wagon 
ready to help me unload everything from the moving truck to my second floor apartment. 
My first week both pastors were out of the office so I was able to spend time getting my 
apartment unpacked and set up plus explore some of Clemson and the surrounding towns. 
The congregation reminds me of All Saints in that they are extremely welcoming. 
 
I visited Clemson a month before my internship began and they had already gotten me a 
plaque with my name on it in preparation for my arrival. I am looking forward to all that 
the upcoming year has to offer. I will be preaching once a month and services can be found 
on Facebook or YouTube.  
 
As always, thank you for your continued support of my time in seminary!  
 

       Courtney Noya 



 

 

Calendar Planning Party 

Sunday, August 7th after Worship 

 
Join us after worship to share ideas for 

church events for the rest of 2022 and 

the beginning of 2023. We are especial-

ly looking for ideas for fellowship events 

for adults and intergenerational events 

for all ages. To entice you to partici-

pate, there will be light snacks to hold 

you over until lunch.  

Stolen Check Update 
 

By now, you have probably heard about the checks 

that were being stolen out of the church’s locking 

mailbox and being fraudulently cashed.  We are con-

tinuing to work with the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s 

Office as their investigation is ongoing and now in-

cludes Federal and State agencies. It appears this is 

part of a crime ring that specifically targets churches.  
 

Be sure to review your statement sent through email 

around mid-July. If all your donations are not appear-

ing on your statement, then you are potentially a vic-

tim of this crime and should request a copy of the 

front and back of the missing donation check. All 

Saints uses an endorsement stamp with our name on 

it on the back of every deposited check. If the check 

does not have this, please submit a copy to the office. 
 

You may wonder if it is safe to send your donation to 

All Saints. The answer to that is yes. We have set up a 

Post Office Box and any mail with the church address 

is now being forwarded to that Post Office Box. The 

mail is no longer being delivered directly to the church, 

making it safe to continue or resume sending dona-

tions to the church.  

Most Needed Food Items! 
 

Due to increasing demand, we find our food 
pantry with some empty shelves. At this 
time we are most in need of: 
 

 Cereal Dried Beans and Lentils 
 Pasta Instant Mashed Potatoes 
 Rice  Mac & Cheese 

 

Christian Social Services 
5514 Land O Lakes Blvd. 

813-995-0088 

Thank you to  
everyone who donated 

on Undies Sunday! 

Fellowship of Saints 
Saturday, August 20th at 11 am 

 

All are invited (male, female, young or old) 
who would like to meet for fellowship and 
camaraderie at the Beef O’Brady’s located 
at 15784 N. Dale Mabry Hwy.  
 
We would like to make a reservation so if 
you would like to attend, please use one 
of these options to RSVP. You can email 
the office, add your name to the list in the 
narthex, or sign up online using this link. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1FoEBRfnLGDivAmGKAwRiCEs_9teKiObQ/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100973102799475819483&rtpof=true&sd=true


5315 Van Dyke Rd 
Lutz, FL  33558 

 

Office:  (813) 963-0969 
 

www.allsaintstampa.org 
PastorJosh@allsaintstampa.org 

office@allsaintstampa.org 
 

Mission Team 
 

Interim Pastor: Ed Benoway 
President: Judy Callan 
V President: Brett Hill 
Secretary: Sophie Thomas 
Treasurer: Cindy Kamp 
 

Shirley Hamilton Kelly Mende 
Sandra Odle  Brian Scott 
Suzy Tkacik 
 

**Meets Second Tuesday of 
the month on Zoom at 7:30 pm!** 

Donation Options 
 

 Sunday Offering Plate 
 On-Line Banking 

 On-Line Giving through our Website 

 
Facility Maintenance 

 
Maintenance of our property is never ending. Whether 
it is the lawn that needs to be mowed, the bushes that 

need trimmed, the flower beds and gardens that need to be weeded, or 
the tons of leaves we are still trying to dispose of from the fall. There are 
always tasks that need to be done (including some indoors if you prefer!).   
 
A new mowing schedule will be posted soon, as we are waiting on a wheel 
to be replaced on the riding mower. To help takes no special training or 
even an appointment time. If you want to spend time outdoors before the 
day heats up, you are welcome to come by and work on the project of 
your choice.  
 
Thanks for considering! 


